ACHIEVEMENTS OF PAST STUDENTS
FROM SLADE AND ST CATHARINE’S

TOM AHEARN Slade 1944-1946 – first past student to be elected to the Queensland Parliament in the first Nicklin Government later to be come for a short period Premier of Queensland
JOHN W. C. ARCHER Slade 1934-1935 – had the rare distinction of being registered as QX1 as a soldier in the Second World War
C.E.B. BARNES – Son of one of the founders of Slade, elected to the Federal Parliament – became Minister for External Affairs – also a very keen racehorse owner – owned “Basha Felica”, winner of the Caulfield Cup, and second in the Melbourne Cup
SIR IAN D’OLIER BIDDULPH Slade 1956-1957 – Hereditary Knighthood
BILL BONTHRONE Slade 1943-1949 – awarded Medal of Australia (AM) for services to the United Graziers Association
MICHAEL BROWN Slade 1951-1955 – builder and developer of the Myer Centre in Brisbane
WALTER BUNNING Slade 1927-1929 – prominent architect and designer of several buildings in Canberra, including the National Art Gallery
DAVID CARSTENS Slade 1949-1952 – a surveyor and member of ANARE, He was awarded the Polar Medal for his work in the Antarctic
ADRIAN CHARLES Slade 1942-1944 – had the unique distinction of being School Captain 1944, and then joined the Staff of the School in 1945. He was subsequently to join the ministry, became a Bush Brother and served as Bishop for the West, Bishop to the Armed forces, and was Assistant Bishop of Brisbane. Awarded the Medal of Australia (AM)
PETER COLLAS Slade 1936-1937 – was taken prisoner of war by the Germans during World War 2, and with other Officers in Stalag XVII, made the Great Escape, and was not recaptured
BARRY DANCE Slade 1948-1951– first Slade student to be selected to go to Duntroon Royal Military College
JOHN DESHON, AM Slade 1952-1958– an Honours Graduate in Architecture from the Queensland University, John went on to become President of the Royal Australian Institute of Architects, Queensland Division – awarded the Medal of Australia (AM)
RAMU (TED) DIRO Slade 1962-1962 – first Papuan New Guinean to attend the Officer Cadet School at Portsea, and at Independence being granted to PNG in 1975, he was the General Commanding the PNG Armed Forces – was to be elected to the Parliament of PNG and subsequently became Deputy Prime Minister
ERIC DONALDSON Slade 1950-1953 – on leaving Slade, he first graduated as a psychiatrist, then graduated in Medicine from the University of Edinburgh; served as a medico in the Army Aviation; and, on leaving the Army, became the Chief Medical Officer for Qantas. In “retirement”, he is an Associate Professor at the Griffith University in Brisbane and is one of the world’s leading investigators into Deep Vein Thrombosis (DVT).
PETER ENRIGHT Slade 1939-1941 – World Series and Australian Test Cricket Umpire
JOHN FLOWER Slade 1930-1933 – awarded BEM for service to the newspaper industry
GORDON FRIEND Slade 1929-1932– awarded MBE for Community Services
ARTHUR GILLESPIE Slade 1933-1934 – first past student to go into the Ministry, and was a member of the Bush Brotherhood of St Paul
TREVOR GRAY Slade 1951-1957– Mayor Inglewood Shire Council
GEORGE HANNAFORD Slade 1963-1965 – Mayor of Cambooya Shire Council
STUART HAZELL Slade 1969-1972 – Professor and currently Dean of Faculty of Science at the University of South Queensland at Toowoomba
BERESFORD LOVETT Slade 1926-1929 – one of the originals on the Slade Roll – a Rat of Tobruk – achieved the rank of Lt Colonel – Master at Churchie and coached their 1st XV successfully for many years
BEVAN MEREDITH – a master of Slade: went to Papua New Guinea as a missionary: joined the ministry; and was to become Archbishop of Papua New Guinea and Bishop to the Islands.
ROY MUIR Slade 1926-1928 – an original on the Slade Roll – Chief Librarian for the Brisbane City Council – was the first President of the SSOBA
FRED MURRAY Slade 1935-1938 – Mayor of Maroochy Shire Council — awarded MBE
ED NUSSEY Slade 1945-1949– was the only boy to get polio at the school during the polio epidemic in 1946. Ed was to complete several degrees and became Chief Librarian of the Queensland State Library.
CHARLIE OLSEN Slade 1930-1930 – a past student of Slade, he became a master and then subsequently Headmaster of Slade School – went on to become Headmaster of Toowoomba Grammar School and Headmaster of Ipswich Grammar School
PHILLIP PAGE Slade 1949-1954 – Australian Saloon Car Champion in the late 1960’s
ERIC ROBINSON Slade 1942-1945 – First past student to be elected to the federal Parliament – became the Minister for Finance in the Fraser government.
HUGH ROSE Slade 1959-1959 – Headmaster of Toowoomba Grammar School
SID SAKZEWSKI Slade 1948-1960 – President of the Australian Water Ski Association, Queensland Racing Drivers Club and builder of the Lakeside Motorway
JOHN SCHWENNESEN Slade 1943-1950 – while a 15 year old Slade student, he was the first to swim in the Australian Swimming Championships
Dr PHILLIP J (Jon) STEPHENSON Slade 1948-1948 – son of one of the founders of the School and helped survey the way across the Antarctic for the Commonwealth Expedition lead by Sir Vivian Fuchs during the International Geophysical Year 1958. Being a geologist, he literally crossed the Antarctic on skis. He was to become Assistant Professor of Geology at the James Cook University at Townsville.
JACK TOOHEY Slade 1926-1928– Awarded OAM for service to Retired Servicemen and the Rats of Tobruk Association
FRANK UNWIN Slade 1941-1944 – Mayor of Caboolture Shire Council
GEOFF WILSON Slade 1940-1943 – was navigator on the first aircraft (Canberra Bomber) to fly from England to Australia inside 24 hours in 1952
BARRY WOODWORTH Slade 1948-1951 – Professor of Education at the James Cook University, Townsville


[image: ]Elizabeth ADAMS, nee Gaulton, came to Slade from Charleville 1980-1981
Now CEO of Goolburri Aboriginal Health and Chairperson of Queensland Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Child Protection Peak (QATSICPP), Elizabeth Adams better known as Lizzie is proud and passionate Aboriginal woman from South West Queensland. She is the Chief Executive Officer of Goolburri Aboriginal Health Advancement Co Ltd.
Lizzie’s professional journey began with a nursing career ignited by a passion for improving healthcare outcomes for her people. This passion to help others expanded into an amazing career that sees Lizzie now running a large Aboriginal Community Controlled Health and Social Care Organisation delivering a wide range of health, dental, aged care, disability care and child safety services across the Darling Downs and Western Queensland regions.
Lizzie continues to innovate and plan strategic service sector improvements which in recent years has seen her advancing the development of place based integrated approaches to health and social care service delivery.
Lizzie is also the Executive Director of the Jaydon Adams Memorial Foundation, established in memory of her son. The Foundation seeks to address the social determinants that impact Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander families through participation and encouragement of individual and family decision making as well as supporting and addressing young people in education and sporting excellence.
Recently Lizzie has been appointed as a Director to the Board of the Ipswich Jets Rugby Leagues Club this is a significant appointment as the first ever women appointed and the first Aboriginal Director. Lizzie has also been an active participant of the Australian Caucus of Indigenous NGO’s at the annual United Nations Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues held at the UN Headquarters in New York.
Throughout her personal and professional journey, Lizzie has raised a beautiful family and embraced her grandchildren. Through this juggling act, Lizzie has and will always continue to work for the betterment of her peers, people and her community.
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Came to Slade from Yarrabah 1984-1984
Ross Andrews has been the serving Mayor of Yarrabah Aboriginal Shire Council since his appointment in 2016. A former council CEO, his professional profile notes his well developed analytical skills and leadership experience. His terms in office currently spans two councils and he has been able to actively link with all levels of government.
Ross is a proud Djungan and Yalanji man of Far North Queensland. As Mayor he manages portfolios across all areas. This includes coordinating the Councils’ focus to make best use of resources for building digital skills in young people and engaging them in the community. He was also involved in the development of the Yarrabah Town Planning Scheme, enabling good decision-making regarding future land use in Yarrabah and other strategic planning frameworks to contribute to the wellbeing of his people. Ross also sits on the Far North Queensland Regional Organisation of Councils (FNQROC), as a director on the Wugu Nyambil Board, Chairperson of the Yarrabah Leaders Forum, which sets the strategic direction of Yarrabah. His resumé also includes the following:
•former CEO of the Yarrabah Aboriginal Shire Council and Napranum Council
 •was a Transition Plan Manager at Gurriny Yealamucka Health Services Aboriginal Corporation working on the strategic framework documents around the transition of primary health services from Queensland Health over to Community Control.
•worked with the Yarrabah Youth Services Co-ordination Network on improving service coordination of youth service providers in the Yarrabah Community. 
•possesses a business degree majoring in Entrepreneurship and Human Resource Management from James Cook University.
•active in local programs and is a keen supporter of the Yarrabah Seahawks and mighty Parramatta Eels. 
•prior to securing office, Ross was a strong advocate for youth, focussing on engagement in the school and support for education as a pathway for a better future. 
•during his term in office, Mayor Andrews has led the Yarrabah Leaders Forum, Chaired the Local Disaster Management Group, Chaired the Wugu Nyambil, Deputy chair for the FNQ ROC Road Group, member of the FNQROC Environment Reference group a member of the QLD Business Innovation Reference Group and Australian Government Voice Codesign, FNQ Regional Tourism reference group.
This profile and photo for Ross may be found: 
https://www.yarrabah.qld.gov.au/yarrabah-councillors and https://www.fnqroc.qld
               
Bill BONTHRONE 1933-2008
Came to Slade from Warwick 1943-45 and 1948-49
Represented the United Graziers’ Association for many years. (His name appears as such on the 1993 Native Title Bill Index of meetings.)
Those of us who grew up on a steady diet of ABC Regional news reports will recall Bill frequently being asked to offer UGA official stance and advice on a range of topics.
Awarded AM in January 1996 to join his MBE
William (Bill) Napier Bonthrone passed away on 29th June 2008 at the age of 75. 
He lived in Toowoomba and was previously from Ingaby Station, St George.
Bill was awarded the MBE and also received an AM for his services to the pastoral industry. Recently, he was invested as a Member of the Order of St Johns. He was cremated at a private family service in Toowoomba on 4th July, 2008.
Bill’s brother Don also attended Slade 1943 to 1950. He is still alive and lives at Tura Beach NSW.
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Rex BURKE 1976-
Came to Slade from Yarrabah 1992-1993
Former Warwick student, Rex Burke has come a long way since the halls of Slade School. Growing up in Napranum, ten minutes outside Weipa in far north Queensland – an indigenous community of which he was elected Mayor in 2016, Mr Burke said he completed Year 10 in Weipa before moving away to Warwick.
" Mum asked me if I wanted to go to boarding school and a couple of girls from Napranum had gone to Slade (now the Warwick Christian 
College) in Warwick and really liked it,"  he said.
" So I came to Warwick and did Year 11 and 12 and loved it.
" I found it pretty cold, coming from Cape York, but I really enjoyed my time there.
" I was rugby league mad, so I joined up with the Collegians footy club and played alongside guys like Arnold Aldridge, Simon Scanlan and Dean Taylor.
" I met a lot of new friends there that I’m still friends with today. We keep in touch with the occasional message on Facebook.
" I was planning to join them all for a Warwick Old Boys team at the Masters Games last year on the Gold Coast, but I was just too busy with work." 
After finishing high school in Warwick, Mr Burke said he was offered a Broncos sponsorship and moved to Brisbane.
" It didn’t eventuate, I got homesick and went back to Napranum," he said.
" Not long after I went to visit a mate living in Coffs Harbour and ended up staying there for seven years, working as a labourer and playing footy for the Coffs Harbour Comets.
" I eventually moved back north in 2001 and lived and worked in Marpoon, near Napranum, another indigenous community where I worked for the Aboriginal council.
" In 2007 I got a job with Rio Tinto as a warehouse officer on one of their mines." 
While working for Rio Tinto, Mr Burke decided to run in the 2012 local government elections and was elected as a councillor.
" It was pretty easy doing both,"  he said.
" Rio Tinto were really good, I got time off for 
meetings and they were very supportive.
" After doing that for four years, in early 2016 I 
decided to run for mayor and had a fairly convincing win.
" I always saw myself as a leader and it was 
something I really wanted to do – I’d always been involved within the community.
" Napranum has similar problems to all the other communities in Cape York; housing, employment, education.
" We’re working towards more infrastructure. There’s a shortage of housing, and an extensive list of people waiting for housing.
" We’re a Government-funded community, but we have a lot of pastoral land that we are looking to lease to bring in our own revenue.
" This is what I do full-time now and I feel very 
privileged to lead this community." 
Rex’s story appeared in the Warwick Daily News 1 June 2016 and is found @ https://www.couriermail.com.au
Rex Allan Burke attended Slade 1992-1993
A search of current councillors reveals that Cr Janita Motton has since been elected as Mayor in 2020.
               
[image: ]Mirian CAVANAGH 1963-
Came to Slade from Cairns 1981-1982 
 Miriam is a Lecturer and also a Cultural Mentor in Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Health to Medical and Nursing Students. 
Background: Cultural awareness and cultural competence have been the focus of the transcultural nursing literature that has explored the roles and responsibilities of nurses in their care of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Peoples. Cultural immersion programs, upholding cultural safety and cultural humility, offer valuable guidance to the education of nursing students regarding Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander health and cultures. Objectives: This study seeks to explore nursing students' experiences of a cultural immersion program within Aboriginal Medical Services (AMSs) in New South Wales, Australia. Design: Eight nursing students participated in a mixed methods design exploratory study of their clinical placement within AMSs. Methods: A survey gathered data regarding levels of preparation and confidence, learning barriers, placement stressors and personal reflections. Findings: Nursing students reported positive and transformative experiences of intercultural learning. Conclusions: Cultural immersion programs provide a valuable framework for the design and evaluation of clinical placement programs for nursing students within intercultural learning spaces.
               
[image: Olympedia – Thomas Cree]Thomas CREE 1976-
Came to Slade from Cunningham 1926-1927 (a foundation pupil of Slade) 
Thomas Scott Cree (1 May 1914[1][2] – 28 March 1990[3]) was an Australian rower who competed for Great Britain at the 1936 Summer Olympics.
Tom Cree was born in Glasgow, Scotland. His father Captain Robert Scott Cree, died of wounds sustained in the 3rd Battle of Gaza in 1917 when Tom was three years old. Tom and his mother, Zara Carvick (Webster) Cree, migrated to Australia when he was six. He was educated at Geelong Grammar School[4] and Jesus College, Cambridge.
In 1935 he partnered David Burnford to win Silver Goblets at Henley Royal Regatta.[5] In 1936 he was a member of the winning Cambridge boat in the Boat Race. Later in the year he partnered Burnford in the coxless pair representing Great Britain at the 1936 Summer Olympics in Berlin, where they reached the semi-final stage.[6] He again rowed for Cambridge in the Boat Race in 1937.
T S Cree joined the Royal Australian Naval Volunteer Reserve in 1939 and left as a Lieutenant Commander in 1946. He was awarded the Distinguished Service Cross. He died at Darling Point, NSW, in 1990.[3]
Cambridge Boat Crews
1936 (Won) T S Cree, 12. 2; H W Mason, 12. 8; G M Lewis, 13. 0; D W Burnford, 13. 4; M P Lonnon, 13. 6; D G Kingsford, 13. 7; J H T Wilson, 13. 0; W G R M Laurie, 13. 6; Cox J N Duckworth, 8. 7
1937 T S Cree, 11. 6; H W Mason, 11. 8; M Bradley, 13. 2; D M W Napier, 12. 9; M P Lonnon, 12.11; T B Langton, 13.11½; A Burrough, 12. 3; R J L Perfitt, 12. 0½; Cox T H Hunter, 8. 0
Lieutenant Commander Thomas Scott Cree DSC RANVR was born on 1 May 1914 in Glasgow, Scotland. A number of sources give the date of birth as 1 May 1915. However family papers and the source here are considered correct.  He was the son of Capt. Robert Scott Cree and Zara Carvick Webster.
His father Capt. Robert Scott Cree died on 14 November 1917 in Gaza, Palestine.
In 1920 Lieutenant Commander Thomas Scott Cree DSC RANVR and Zara Carvick Webster moved from Glasgow and settled at Australia.  Lieutenant Commander Thomas Scott Cree DSC RANVR was educated from 1921 to 1929 in Geelong Grammar School, Geelong, Victoria; (The dates are estimated). He was educated in Jesus College, Cambridge, England.
He was a world class rower. In 1935 he partnered David Burnford to win the Silver Goblets race at Henley Royal Regatta. In 1936 he was a member of the winning Cambridge eight in the Boat Race. Later in the year he partnered Burnford to represent Great Britain in the coxless pairs at the 1936 Summer Olympics in Berlin where they reached the semi-final stage. He again rowed for Cambridge in the 1937 Boat Race when Oxford won.  He began military service on 2 September 1939. He was a member of the Royal Australian Naval Volunteer Reserve.
Lieutenant Commander Thomas Scott Cree DSC RANVR served on HMAS Stuart, was mentioned in despatches in 1940 and was awarded the Distinguished Service Cross in 1941. ( "Award: D.S.C... Rank: Sub/Lieut. Service: R.A.N.V.R... Citation: RAN N/101 Courage, enterprise and devotion to duty... Insignia presented by The Governor-General, At Government House, Melbourne, On 20/11/43.")
"Destroyer (Flotilla Leader) HMAS Stuart... served in the Mediterranean during the early days of WW2" taking part in two full-scale battles at Calabria and Matapan. In the latter battle she heavily damaged Italian cruisers and destroyers." He and Dorothy Jean Stewart Fraser were engaged on 7 December 1942.
Lieutenant Commander Thomas Scott Cree DSC RANVR married Dorothy Jean Stewart Fraser, daughter of Sir Colin Fraser and Mary Helen MacNamara, on 20 February 1943 in Melbourne, Victoria, Australia.  Lieutenant Commander Thomas Scott Cree DSC RANVR ended military service on 8 April 1946 in Cerberus Navy Office, Australia.
His daughter Gillian Mary Cree was born in 1947 in Australia.
His daughter Gillian Mary Cree died on 23 February 1953 in Redfern, Sydney, NSW.
His child (stillborn) Cree died in 1954 in Petersham, Sydney, NSW.
His mother Zara Carvick Webster died on 6 May 1970 in Warwick, Queensland, Australia.
His wife Dorothy Jean Stewart Fraser died on 22 November 1984.
Lieutenant Commander Thomas Scott Cree DSC RANVR was a Company Director in 1990. He died on 28 March 1990 in 1 Lindsay Ave, Darling Point, NSW, Australia. The cause was mesothelioma of pleura with metastases, 1 year
This information from Wikipedia
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BRIGADIER GENERAL E.R. (“TED”) DIRO, OBE, CBE, O ST J  1943-
Came to Slade from Konedabu, PNG 1962-1962
A Biography by Brian Howard
Ted Diro was the first Papua New Guinean to command a PIR Battalion. He seemed destined for a military career. His father was a carrier on the Kokoda Trail during World War 2, and always encouraged Ted to join the Army. He attended the selective Sogeri High School near Port Moresby where he was a member of the school cadet unit and was greatly impressed by the periodic visits of the PIR Pipes and Drums. From Sogeri, Ted won a scholarship to the Slade School in Queensland where he completed his schooling and was selected for the Officer Cadet School at Portsea Victoria, graduating in 1963.
Following attachments to several Australian Army units and attendance at a number of courses during 1964, Ted was posted to 2 PIR in Wewak as a platoon commander. He performed well, was promoted Captain in 1968 and posted as the first Papua New Guinean Adjutant of the Battalion. He was promoted to Major in 1971 and commanded companies in both 1 and 2 PIR. He was selected to attend the Australian Army Staff College in 1973
He was promoted to Lieutenant Colonel in 1974 and assumed command of 1 PIR. Later that year he was promoted to the rank of Colonel and appointed as Deputy Commander and Chief of Staff of the Papua New Guinea Defence Force. In 1975 he was promoted to the rank of Brigadier General and appointed as Commander of the Papua New Guinea Defence Force. He resigned from the Defence Force in 1981 to follow a political career and eventually became Deputy Prime Minister of Papua New Guinea for a time. https://www.soldierspng.com/?page_id=781
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Eric DONALDSON 1936-
Came to Slade from Annerley 1950-1953 now living at Oakey
Courier Mail 12 June 2000 -Medal (OAM) General Division - Dr Eric Donaldson, Oakey, Qld. - For services to aviation medicine and air safety procedures and as an educator in these fields.
Extract from Tourism Jondaryan Media Release 27/11/07 - re Jondaryan Historic Woolshed - After graduation from Medicine at Melbourne University, Dr Eric Donaldson spent four years teaching at the University of Queensland before joining the Australian Army, serving in Vietnam, and being appointed the first Regimental Medical Officer to Australian Army Aviation at the Army Aviation Centre at Oakey, a position he held for 13 years. He qualified as an Army pilot and retired a Colonel after 20 years to become Qantas’ Medical Director, before joining Griffith University as Professor of Aerospace Medicine.
Dr Donaldson was awarded the Medal of the Order of Australia and has held many senior positions with national and international medical and aviation organizations, including the Presidency of the International Academy of Aviation and Space Medicine. He has won several prestigious international awards. Dr Donaldson was born in Cloncurry.
In January 1985, Colonel Eric Donaldson became Director of AMRU, following the promotion of Colonel Graham Maynard to Brigadier and his transfer to Army Headquarters in Canberra. Colonel Donaldson inherited a unit which had grown considerably since its inception about 20 years earlier and which was destined to contribute significantly to international efforts to control drug-resistant malaria.
 Colonel Donaldson was re-assigned to the Army Aviation Centre at Oakey, Queensland, in August 1987.
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Came to Slade from Clifton 1956-1959
Was a member of the school shooting team.
Proprietor of large family owned local stud piggery CEFN in Clifton. 
Was Mayor of Clifton prior to local government amalgamations.
[image: ]               
Beresford Malcolm “Peter” LOVETT 1912-1998
Came to Slade from Elphinstone 1926-1929 
Tom Gunn (1927-32) wrote in the Association Newsletter August 1984
Malcolm ("Peter") Lovett (1926/29) - the 1929 School captain and captain of football, cricket and athletics, lives in retirement with his wife Sue at Tugun (Gold Coast) where he is a member of the bowls club. Champion athlete in 1928 and 1929, "Peter" held School records for the long jump, shot-put, hurdles and 440, and was equal-record-holder for the 100 yards. "Peter" (a left-handed batsman but right-handed bowler) established a record of 147 not out against Brothers in 1929 which stood for 15 years and also scored a century in the Warwick B-Grade competition.
Probably Slade's greatest cricketer and footballer, "Peter" was a determined and devastating five-eighth.
In 1939 "Peter" joined the 2/9 Battalion of the 2nd AIF and served throughout World War II, rising from private to Lt.-
Colonel. He saw service in England during the Battle of Britain, went through the siege of Tobruk where he received a Mention-ln-Despatches, returned to Australia in l942 and eventually became commander of the Army air-division group.
"Peter" spent seven years as a master of The Southport School and thirty years at "Churchie' (Brisbane) where he was sports master for twenty years and-football coach from 1947 to 196l during which time the school won eight premierships. He was deputy headmaster for one year.
Deceased September 1998- Address at time of death - Boundary Street, Corner Dart Street, Redland Bay Qld 4165 - Was a Rat of Tobruk - Achieved rank of Lt. Colonel during WWII.  Master at Churchie and coach of their First XV
               
[image: ]Stavely “Jim” HICKSON AM FREI 1912-1998
Came to Slade 1929-1931 
From information via Tom Gunn penned 1985: 
 STAVELEY (JIM") HICKSON, of Bilgola Plateau, Sydney, Slade's great early-thirties miler and all-rounder, has continued to be a front runner throughout his life and in 1983 was awarded the AM for service to commerce.
Joining the Bank of NSW at Gladstone (Qld) when he left Slade, Staveley kept up his distance running and in l937 was a member of the Queensland Cross-Country Team which competed in Adelaide.
When World War II came, he joined RAAF ground staff, serving with Australia's famous No. 3 Squadron in North Africa and the Middle East and becoming a Squadron Leader and Lieutenant Colonel. He was also a Rat of Tobruk.
Staveley's achievements in the post-war business world were rather staggering. A Real Estate Agent and Valuer specialising in industrial and commercial property and motels, he was Chairman of Debenham, Tewson and Hickson Ltd. of Sydney, and Deputy Chairman of the Society of Land Economists; a Past President of the Real Estate Institutes of NSW and Australia, the Sydney and Australian Chambers of Commerce and the Asian Pacific committee; a Past Chairman of the Assembly of Australian Business Organisations and the National Travel Association.
In l983 he was deputy world president (Asia pacific) of the International Real Estate Federation and Deputy President of the Australian Chamber of Commerce.
Staveley's wife, Jean, is fighting back to health after a long and grievous illness. By coincidence, Staveley and his wife, Jean, lived next door to Mrs. Rosemary Adams (nee Gore), a cousin of the late Ralph Gore, of Goondiwindi - one of a handful of students who raised Slade's flag on opening day, 1926.
Awarded AM for services to Commerce
Staveley’s daughter Jill, Neville Wran’s wife, advised that Staveley passed away on Saturday 21 February 2004
               
[image: Coach centenary | Maranoa Today]Paul MASSON 1951-
Came to Slade from Yuleba 1967-1968
Chair of the recent hugely successful Cobb & Co centenary celebrations in the Maranoa region.
His Yuleba origins explain his deep Cobb & Co connection. 
He pursued a career as a teacher, and was not afraid to be posted to far western QLD towns including Quilpie. He retired back to Yuleba.
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Robert MUNN 1951-2009 
Came to Slade from Quilpie 1967-1970
The following is an extract from a publication put out by the Department of the Premier and Cabinet of Queensland. And I quote: Sad loss to Indigenous Education
Former public servant, Robert John 'Bob' Munn, who received world-wide honour in 2008 for his contribution to Indigenous education, passed away on 28 July after a short battle with cancer.
Born in September 1951, Bob's early years were spent at The Yumba in Mitchell and in camps
along the Warrego River in Charleville. He attended Slade School in Warwick as a boarder,
where he completed Year 12 in1970. Bob had a distinguished public service career. He worked for the Department of Aboriginal Affairs in Townsville and Canberra, and for the Public Service Board and the
Commonwealth School Commission, also in Canberra.
In 1990 he moved to Roma, where he worked for the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Commission.
From 1992 he was Deputy Director at the Centre for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Participation, Research and Development at James Cook University in Townsville.
From 1995 he worked with the Nalingu Aboriginal Corporation in Roma and was Chair of the Ministerial Advisory Council for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Education.
Bob worked with his own Gungarri people to lodge the first native title claim in the South-West Region.
He helped establish the business and strategic plans for the Charleville and Western Areas Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Community Health. He also helped draft and
negotiate the Cultural Heritage Act, 2003Bob's last position, from July 2004, was as the South West
Queensland Cultural Heritage Coordinator.
               
Max (Raymond Maxwell) MURRAY 1938-2017
[image: ]Came to Slade from Glenmorgan 1950-1954
Max Murray attended QLD Agricultural College, more commonly referred to as Gatton College, at Lawes, graduating in Animal Husbandry with Honours in 1958 after he left Slade. John Deshon, who was his fellow resident in Chapel House, describes Max as a Great Old Slade Boy and has passed on most of the following. This first testimonial was delivered in 2011 from James Cook University, under “Outstanding Alumni” on the occasion of Max’s acceptance by the Parliament of the Premises Standards.
The purpose of the James Cook University Outstanding Alumni Awards is to recognise graduates of the University and its predecessor institutions who have made an outstanding contribution in their field of endeavour. This contribution can be at a local, state, national or international level.
There are three categories of Outstanding Alumni Awards:
1) Outstanding Alumni ― up to two outstanding alumni selected by each of the seven colleges;
2) Outstanding Early Career Alumni ― up to one outstanding alumni selected by each of the seven colleges;
3) Chancellor's Outstanding Alumnus Award― chosen from the College winners in the Outstanding Alumni category.
Nominations for the Outstanding Alumni Awards are opened from the first Monday in February of each year until close of business on the first Monday in April of each year...
	Dr Max Murray was owner and director along with his wife Anita of Access Designs, a design and consulting firm that advises the construction industry on how to better design buildings that do not discriminate against people with disabilities. This was a second career for Dr Murray who joined James Cook University in 1974 as a Senior Lecturer in tropical veterinary science specialising in animal nutrition and continued in that role until he was seriously injured 
during a field trip in 1980. He continued with the University in a research supervisor role with veterinary science and was promoted to Associate Professor in 1990. 
	After retiring from the University in 1994, Dr Murray undertook a series of courses at TAFE including computer architectural drafting, residential drafting, kitchen and bathroom design and a Diploma in architectural technology in order to gain Building Services Authority licences for his Access Designs firm. 
	Since the mid-1980s, Dr Murray has been an advocate for people with disabilities and has been called on by governments and other organisations, including the University, for advice on providing proper access to buildings for people with disabilities. He has received many awards for this work including the Centenary Medal. 
	Since 1995, he has been a member of the Building Access Policy Committee reporting to the Commonwealth Attorney-General and the Minister for Innovation, Industry, Science and Research on regulations regarding 
disability access.
	Much of that work culminated with new regulations under the Disability Discrimination Act, which impact on the Australian Building Codes and Australian Standards, and will ensure all new and upgraded public buildings in Australia will be accessible to people with a disability. 
	Max Murray and Robert Jones represented the interests of people with disability throughout negotiations of the Premises Standards, as part of the Building Access Policy Committee. While many with disability contributed to the Premises Standards development, Max Murray and Robert Jones must be recognised for their dedication to making it happen. Their skill, and tenacious advocacy, led to significant improvements ... future generations of Australians will now benefit.  http://www.pwd.org.au
	Just a few of the issues that Max submitted recommendations about concerned such things as recreational facilities for PWD (people with disabilities), disabled access to toilets, pools, adequate parking spaces,  stairway platform lifts, signage and numerous other practical considerations that do not discriminate against hearing and sight impaired persons. 
	This second testimonial is from the Association of Consultants in Access, for which Max was founding President 15 years ago and its first Life Member 
	Those of us who were privileged to know Max and work with him, recognise that he was a man who had a generous heart and a huge intellect. He was a model of integrity, and his courage was matchless. 
	Max was always willing to share his time, resources and knowledge when advancing access for people with disabilities was concerned and the AS 1428 suite of both published and not yet published standards would not be at the level they are if Max had not been involved. 
   Max was always accompanied by his wife Anita without whose support, he would have been unable to undertake the work that we know.  He will be greatly missed. 
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Description automatically generated]Barry RIDDIFORD 1956-
Came to Slade from Windorah 1971-1975
Barry holds or has held a position I am not 100% clear about what exactly with the QLD Education Department.
The following is copied from a June Facebook post of his:
My name is Barry Riddiford. I was born in Charleville; I believe we lived at 6 Alfred St for a short while; quite a low house. I grew up in SW Qld and call Windorah my home.
Over the past 9 years, I have been spending time with Veterans. We have been on several adventures out in SW, CW and other parts of Qld, and interstate as well.
I am currently involved with Open Door, Flinders University. Open Door was established to bring holistic research and educational services to Veteran wellbeing. Our work also extends to other similar contexts such as first responders and public safety officers. A holistic approach for Open Door is one that balances the biological, the psychological and the social elements of Veteran and family wellbeing. There are a team of us conducting interviews with Veterans. My focus is with Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Veterans.
During late July and early August, I am travelling around conducting interviews in Central and SW Qld. Travelling with me will be around 25 people, mostly Veterans and First Responders, some old school mates and some who just want to experience life out in that country.
Many of us will be arriving in Charleville on Friday 26 July. After speaking with Nicholas, we have been given the opportunity to stay out at the retreat site for the weekend. We thank you for that. We have offered to help out where we can on Sat and Sun, and we leave Monday morning.
We would also be willing to cook a camp oven dinner for anyone who wants to come out and join us on Sat night.
Hoping to catch up during our time in Charleville.
I have included a map of our trip, and if anyone is interested in joining us, you would be most welcome.
Much respect for all those who served, and our first responders.
There are lots of other interesting Facebook post from Barry too.
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Description automatically generated] Walter ROBB 1955-
Came to Slade from Yallaroi, NSW 1967-1969
Walter grew up on a Soldier Settlement block near North Star in NSW and attended a one-
teacher school. When he was in Grade 6, he would take the three lowest grades for School of the Air in an outdoor shelter so the teacher had time with the remaining students. He then
went to Slade for three years of high school before returning to Goondiwindi for years 11 and 12.
There followed a degree in Mathematics at the then QIT and a Master’s Degree in Statistics at UQ.
He spent several years producing models for the demand for hospitals and contributing to
planning and research projects in Queensland Health then a similar length of time forecasting demand for state schools across Queensland before managing information services in the Department of Education. As a result of the application of statistics to these real-world projects of great benefit to Queenslanders, Walter was named alumnus of the year for the Science Faculty of QUT in 1996 and was subsequently the Chair of the Science Faculty Advisory Committee.
Walter then established the Crime statistics Unit of the Government Statistician’s Office to standardize the collection of criminal justice statistics across several departments and contributed to the national statistical collections for crime. Then as Deputy Government Statistician, he oversaw the production and publication of a broad range of statistics for
Queensland Government including key performance indicators for the Government in its Priorities in Progress initiative.
Returning to Health, Walter was responsible for IM policy and strategy, coordination of input to whole-of-Government IT, investment in IM/ICT, clinical information strategy, input to the National eHealth agenda, information security, IM/ICT services planning and performance, service level management, quality assurance and continuous improvement, and customer and vendor engagement. In this position he was responsible for briefings for the Minister and Director General for national meetings on health information.
Then, Walter and his wife Lyndal established a consulting business, undertaking projects on a range of policy and planning topics, such as:
· Middle East Kingdom - analysis and projections of skills demands
· National Information Committee - Review of a National performance measurement framework
· State Transport Department - analysis of road crash data and review of modelling methodology
· State Ombudsman - statistical advice on review of data collection, analysis and presentation Utility company - Review and analysis of data on a program to support savings investments
· NGO - Cost effectiveness of early interventions for people with impaired capacity and homeless people
In 2011, he was appointed to the Statistics Center of Abu Dhabi to lead the team designing the data definition and output for the population census of 2011. The role included the management and development of the population, labour force and social statistics sections of the Centre.
After four years in Abu Dhabi, Walter and Lyndal undertook volunteer work in Kenya, preparing an impact statement for the Aga Khan University’s Nursing faculty. On returning to Australia, Walter provided statistical and policy advice to Independent Schools Queensland on the new private schools funding model, which has been recently implemented by the Australian Government.
Walter’s brothers Ken (1964-1969) and Malcolm (1969) also attended Slade, and his sisters
Judy (1960-1963) and Helen (1962-1967) attended St Catharine’s.
               
[image: ]Eric Laidlaw ROBINSON 1929-1981
Came to Slade 1942-1945
The 1967 pre-reunion newsletter indicated Eric was:-
Queensland Chairman of the Freedom from Hunger Campaign, Active in politics, Vice President of the Queensland Executive of the Liberal Party and a Prominent member of the Federal Executive.
From Wikipedia: Member Federal Parliament (Liberal) - Minister for Finance
Eric Laidlaw Robinson (18 January 1929 – 7 January 1981) was an Australian politician. He was a member of the Liberal Party and held ministerial office in the Fraser government, serving as Minister for the Capital Territory (1975–1976), Post and Telecommunications (1976–1977), and Finance (1977–1979, 1979–1980). He represented the Queensland seat of McPherson in the House of Representatives from 1972 until his death in 1981.
Early life
Robinson was born on 18 January 1929 in East Brisbane, Queensland, the son of Florence Evelyn (née Laidlaw) and Arthur Neville Robinson. He attended Slade School in Warwick and then joined his father's sporting goods business. Prior to entering politics he served as managing director and chairman of Robinson Holdings Pty Ltd, overseeing "a chain of stores in coastal Queensland". In 1964 he married Narelle Beel (née Jones), who had two children from a previous marriage.[1]
Politics
Robinson joined the Queensland Liberal Party in 1957 and in 1963 was a founding member of the Surfers Paradise branch.[1] He was state president of the Liberals from 1968 to 1973.[2] He was elected to the Federal seat of McPherson in the House of Representatives at the 1972 federal election.[1]
Following Malcolm Fraser's win at the 1975 election, he was appointed Minister for the Capital Territory in the Fraser ministry. In February 1976, he was moved to Minister for Post and Telecommunications. He was appointed Minister for Finance following Phillip Lynch's standing down in 1977. Allegations of malpractice by him were dealt with in the Royal Commission of Inquiry into Matters in Relation to Electoral Redistribution in Queensland 1977, which exonerated him of wrongdoing.[3] On 22 February 1979, he resigned from the ministry, stating in a letter to Fraser that he could no longer give him his "unqualified support". On 27 February he agreed to return as Minister for Finance—Fraser said that "there were no significant differences" between them.[4] He was not reappointed to the ministry following the 1980 election.
Robinson died suddenly in 1981 in Southport of acute myocardial infarction, while still in office. He was survived by his wife, Narelle, a son and a daughter.[3]
               
[image: ]Peter Browne ROWLAND 1929-1996
Came to Slade from Warwick 1940-1946
OBITUARY - Peter Browne Rowland - Written by Marie Coleman and printed in the Canberra times on 3 July 1996.
Farmer, doctor, giver of life, Peter Browne Rowland will be buried today under a great eucalyptus tree in the Gundaroo Cemetery - he was first of all a country man and such a final resting place was long his wish.
He was born in Warwick, Queensland, on April 5, 1929 in modest circumstances.  He was educated at Slade School in Warwick, and gained a scholarship to study medicine at the University of Queensland.
Peter was a farmer.  Throughout his medical career, in Queensland and in Canberra, he always spent his time and energies in some type of farming - commonly unprofitable, frequently on unpromising land.  There have been ventures in flowers, in Scottish Highland cattle, in tomatoes, in Herefords.
One of his oldest friends from Toowoomba. Where he and his wife and children lived until he left to come south in 1973, recalls an image of Peter on an old tractor, dragging a vehicle full of happy children, his own and friends'.  He loved to give joy.
He was a builder, dreaming always of visually astonishing houses.  He was an owner builder, who worked extraordinarily hard, sometimes with his partners, pouring concrete, making wooden doors and other household objects.  When he was killed, he was close to finishing his final house of dreams, an umber-coloured square two-storey building beside the Yass River, and had moved to a shed on the property so as to use every possible daylight hour working alongside the tradesmen.
He was a compassionate and caring physician, committed to bringing high level health care to some of the least advantaged members of the community.  At one time he was a medical officer in the Royal Australian Airforce.
He came to Canberra in the heady days of the Whitlam Community Health Program, to work in the first community health centres in this city, as a salaried medical practitioner.
Concerned by the then conservative position on approaches to health care on the Australian Medical Association, he was instrumental in forming and became the first national president of the Doctors' Reform Society.
He gave principled and practical demonstration of his commitment during the dispute in the Canberra medical profession in the 1970s over the issues surrounding opposition to Medibank, the newly introduced universal health insurance system.
When the new Government in 1976 changed its policy on community health centres, he set up in private practice, at first in Kambah, later in Braddon, then in Civic.  He worked as a clinician with the Family Planning Association, and served on its board.
A gay man, he accepted the professional challenge of the HIV-AIDS epidemic, and developed his practice as a pioneering venture in private practice management of the disease2.  He became a close and valued adviser to Health Minister Neal Blewett and Social Security Minister Don Grimes.
He gave professional leadership in the management of HIV-AIDS and other sexual and reproductive health concerns, negotiating a federal government grant for extended care of patients with HIV-AIDS in advance of the more recent financial support for extended care available through the Divisions of General Practice.
He became President of the ACT AIDS Action Council, and helped form the Meridian Club.;  He was a respected advocate of safe and better health practices in the gay community in Canberra and nationally.  He developed his general practice as an important centre of continuing medical education, specialising in sexual health.
He was a traveller.  He lived in London and Paris for a year in the mid-'80s, studying for, and gaining, his membership of the Royal College of Physicians, while his then partner studied at the Ecole Nationale d'Administration.  He toured a few years later in Turkey and the Mediterranean.  He was a frequent visitor on professional and private trips to the United States.
He developed a specialist medical practice with one of his professional associated in Canberra for the travelling public, offering high quality health advice, vaccinations and related health services.
He was a family man.  He ran his practice as an extended family, inclusive of staff, professional colleagues and their partners.  He was a co-owner with his son Harry of a small but profitable business which designs, produces and markets board games internationally.  He also remained in close and supportive contact with his Daughter Belinda, two grandchildren, Louise and James, and with his former wife, Nanette.  He was a caring and avuncular figure for the children of his many friends.
Peter was a committed member of the Anglican Church as a young man, and as a young father in Queensland.  In recent times he had once again sought spiritual counsel from his church.
His brutal and untimely death on June 25 this year, shot beside his loved Great Dane, Levi, by an intruder in the night, has prevented him from bringing to fruition his dream for a rural idyll for himself and his partner Paul, has abruptly ended his planning for improvements to his professional practice, has stolen from the nation a physician respected for a major contribution to the care of people with HIV-AIDS, - and has robbed his partner, his family, his many friends and his patients of the continued care, love, and shared joy of in living which they all valued so highly in him.
               
[image: Indigenous Storytellers Scholarship mentors | Greater Bank]Sidney SALTNER 1968- 
Came to Slade from Theodore 1985-1986
Sidney Saltner is a Wulli Wulli and Wakka Wakka man from Central Queensland. He is the Youth Programs Director for Bangarra Dance Theatre and has held the role for a decade, after retiring as a performing artist for the company. He was part of establishing a program that is best practice in intergenerational knowledge sharing in First Nations communities.
[image: The Rise of Frances Rings – Fjord Review]After 15 years as a professional dancer and a life on tour with Bangarra Dance Theatre, Sidney worked with Stephen Page (Bangarra’s first and long-time Artistic Director) and current Artistic Director, Frances Rings, Slade 1987-1987 to focus on opportunities for First Nations youth. Through this work he became the head of the youth programs for the company. Together, the three creative artists developed the flagship youth dance program for Bangarra called Rekindling. 
When considering ‘best practice’, Sidney reflected on the program’s pathway  – it encompasses stages of early engagement with the community, the knowledge sharing that occurs throughout and the works created as a culmination of the program.
Sidney explained, “In our communities there is a strong need for our youth and Elders to be brought together, to share knowledge and stories and rekindle that connection to culture and strengthen their identities.”
The program “acts as a platform for knowledge sharing between Elders and Youth (generally high school aged students), with a focus on instilling pride in their identity and culminating in a performance of dance works they created – showcased at a community performance toward the end of the program”, Sidney said.
Respect is understood, in the context of this program, as a practice. It can be introduced into the design of an initiative as an invitation from the community; it is evidenced in the way and at the time that engagement takes place. The Rekindling Program only travels to communities where it’s invited.
Communities, schools, local organisations or individuals put forward an Expression of Interest for the program to come to their town. This initiates a rigorous community engagement phase, working with local mob to start initial conversations with key community members and explain the make-up of the program, the layout of which is based on how Bangarra develops their larger scale productions.
               
Thomas James “Jack” TOOHEY 1916-2009
Came to Slade from Eromanga 1926-1928
Jack Toohey from Eromanga in Queensland's "Heartbreak Corner", lived out his in retirement at Bundaberg. At twelve years and in the third form, Jack set a record at Slade which may never be beaten by winning the 1928 school mile and later representing Slade at the inter-school sports. 
Drought and shortage of money ended his schooldays and a hard life on the land followed until the outbreak of World War II. Jack enlisted at Broken Hill in 1939 and became a member of 2/1O Battalion (AIF) which served in England during the Battle of Britain and went through the siege of Tobruk. As his three brothers had enlisted and his father had died, Jack left the Army in 1943 to take charge of the family cattle station ("Pyampah") on the QLD-NSW border. His brother Roy was killed at Tarakan in 1945.
In 1950 Jack and his wife Lorna sold "Pyampah" and bought a cattle station at Miriam Vale, but in 1973 they moved to Bundaberg, purchasing three cattle stations in the Biggenden district. When depression hit the cattle industry in 1974 they purchased a butcher's shop in Bundaberg and supplied it with their own beef. At Miriam Vale Jack belonged to thirteen public bodies, being a councillor of Miriam Vale Shire Council for twelve years. He has been a member of Legacy for 20 years and presently looks after fourteen Legacy widows. His only son, Roy, entered Slade in 1966, becoming a member of the athletics team and the 1970 captain of cricket and tennis. Sadly Roy died in 2024.
Tom Gunn (1927-32) wrote in the Association Newsletter August 1985
JACK TOOHEY (1926-28), of Bundaberg, was disappointed that he was unable to get to the 1984 Re-union, but says that he and his wife, Lorna, intend to be present this year.
Awarded an Order of Australia medal (OAM) in the January 2000 honours list for “Service to veterans and their families, particularly through the Bundaberg Sub-Branch of the Rats of Tobruk Association, and to the community.
Email from Paul Holland 31/8/2009 - Sadly, I have to report the passing of Thomas James "Jack" Toohey OAM, the last of those in the initial intake of students when Slade was founded in 1926.  Jack passed away after a short illness in the Bundaberg Hospital.  He was 94 years of age.  His funeral will be held in Bundaberg, most likely next Wednesday. Jack’s son, the late Roy Toohey also attended Slade.
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Came to Slade from Brighton 1984-1986
How will I contribute to improving Indigenous health as a qualified medical practitioner or health worker? My name is Gary Wallace and I am a descendant from the Iman Nation mob within Queensland (Taroom, Dalby area).   My desire to be a doctor commenced just before my mother passed away from multiple strokes when I was 15 years of age.   After leaving Slade College boarding school in Warwick I pursued Rugby League within Australia and England.   My life then took me on one big journey back to my original desire to study medicine.   Over the years I have practiced as a lawyer, coached professional, lectured etc, but my heart and mind has always focused on finding out various medical answers in order to help my mob.    Our mob’s statistics are very poor when concerning health issues in relation to life expectancy.
As a Doctor and Lawyer I will do whatever I can on a political and medical level to improve the health and life expectancy of our mob compared to non-Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people.   I want to specialise in cardiology and set up my own fly-in-fly-out medical service to the remote Indigenous communities.   The aim is to provide improved access to cardiac services and therefore reduce the number of issues faced by our mob within communities, I then want to take the treatment to them.   Remote communities constantly are under serviced and lack adequate medical treatment.  I believe we need to streamline the government administration process to make sure the treatment of patients is the priority whenever money is involved.
Current Progressive Report
Hi, my name is Gary Wallace, and I am a descendant from the IMAN Nation mob in Queensland. My great grandmother and grandmother were born in Taroom and my mother in Miles. I am currently in my final semester of a Medical Doctorate. Before I start outlining how the second part of the year has fanned out, I would like to thank Rotary and my kind and loving sponsors. Both have assisted my completion of this very important degree.
I have been based at the University Hospital Geelong in Victoria for the past two years completing my clinical years. It certainly has been a long and hard road but now the end is close, and I realise all the sacrifices are well worth it. I am itching to get out and help our mob as there are very few qualified Medical Doctors compared to mainstream statistics. Sadly, the Australian Indigenous populous dominate the health statistics in a bad way and we need to increase the number of qualified Indigenous Doctors sooner rather than later. Therefore, I encourage any Indigenous students from years 10-12 please get in touch with a medical school at the major universities and enquire what is needed for entry into medicine. There are plenty of us that said it never could be done but there are a small number of our mob that have completed and are doing wonderful things in community. If you don’t ask, you will never know.
In 2020 and 2021 there has been huge world changes due to COVID 19, and especially for medical students. Both students, medical schools, and hospitals and their staff have had to be flexible and adaptable due to the constraints enforced with social contact and distancing. This has meant students have gained in some areas and missed out in others but overall, with internship and the years to follow I am sure what we lack now we will make up later-on.
The final year of medicine is a great way to consolidate and apply the knowledge you learnt in third year. Rotations are shorter being 5 weeks instead of 7 weeks, and we get to experience such areas as General Practice, Aged Care and Rehabilitation, Psychiatry, Anaesthetics/ICU, and two rounds in general medicine to name a few rotations. We also concluded our research rotation whereby we had to produce a monograph, poster, and a recorded presentation on the specific area of our choice. My research was on cultural safety care within the University Hospital Geelong. One of my best rotations being General Practice which I was based at the Wauderwrong Medical Centre in Geelong working with my mob. The next would have to be Anaesthetics, as the team of doctors are brilliant teachers and willing to let us fully participate. Psychiatry was awesome because it broadens your exposure and acceptance to many mental health issues I have never thought about.
With only a few exams and practicals left, it is a matter of head down and ensure I cross the Ts and dot the I’s, because the sooner I can help my mob in community the happier I will be. Once again, I would like to stress no matter how old or young you are, or the good or bad things you have experienced, please do not be ashamed to contact the Indigenous University units, or the medical schools and enquire about one day doing medicine. We really need our mob graduating as doctors. If you don’t ask you will never know and if you don’t try you will never know what you could have achieved. It is not about being the brainiest, it is about working hard and being persistent, consistent and eventually things will fall in place.	https://australianrotaryhealth.org.au/gary-wallace/
               
[image: Former drover cooked up tribute to Aussie heritage | The Weekly Times]Edward (Ned) WINTER 1935-
Came to Slade (via Mitchell) 1949-1950
Perhaps best known as the father of Millmerran’s Camp Oven Festival, Ned worked for a time as a drover after leaving Slade. In this capacity he developed considerable skill as a camp oven cook. He even catered for the odd Slade School reunion using this means – on the actual floor of a Brisbane high rise complex! In his later life he made a hobby of collecting disused camp ovens of various sizes and types as well as all kinds of interesting old farm tools (a labour of love and conservation).
Ned was another “go-to” man for comment about rainfall, the camp oven festival and innumerable other things on ABC Regional Radio.  
He is also something of a poet/lyricist/raconteur/singer/entertainer/guitar player. I have a CD of his own original material.
This was part of a Kinawah news story in 2021: 
“The following information was published upon the announcement of his recognition in the 2021 Australia Day Awards Community Cultural category for which he is a most worthy recipient.
Ned spent his early years on the back of a horse as a stockman, 
before purchasing 'Ned's Corner Roo Retreat', just south of Cecil Plains with his wife and turning the property into a tourist attraction. His on-the-spot reports on regional ABC radio keeping listeners up to speed on local happenings have been an entertaining highlight for many years. Ned’s camp oven cooking has also achieved legendary status.
In 1999, with the support of like-minded people in Cecil Plains and Millmerran, Ned instigated the first Millmerran Camp Oven Festival, which has grown into one of Queensland’s major tourism events.
Since his retirement, Ned has swapped camp cooking for the stage, where he is a much-loved teller of tall tales and bush poetry. Ned has developed his musical talents, producing a CD and singing various Australian songs including his original song, ‘A Pretty Little Town of Cecil Plains’, that describes the history of the region and a few of the attractions of the district.
During the Camp Oven Festival, Ned visits campers at Cecil Plains, Apex Park and the free-stay campsites at Millmerran to share his knowledge of places to visit in the area. He also entertains campers with his music and poetry and is a self-motivated promoter of his unique and lovely corner of the world.”
Finally retired Ned now lives at Yarranlea, and is a bit of an official Millmerran/Cecil Plains Treasure.
Ned’s Brother, Arthur was at Slade 1949-1953 and lives at Barcaldine.
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