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was represented at 
our September 21 AGM in the Founders’ Room. The group reflected the rural and overseas 
clientele that our schools traditionally attracted and which we were all familiar with. For 

Rob Nolan it was a first visit back to the campus for several years. This is because, prior to his 
well deserved retirement, weekend functions typically scheduled by the Association always 
clashed with his regular Sunday commitments. The evening meal at the Condamine Sports 
Club brought the day’s proceedings, all thoroughly pleasurable, to a satisfactory end.  

Of those present, Leigh Nisbet (1959-63) Adrian Harden (1971-76) and Peter Ramsay (1959-64) 
all came to Slade from PNG and Rob Nolan (1964-65) who grew up in Roma, spent two years 
teaching in PNG; Bob McGregor (1971-76) and John Farquhar (1973-78) both from Boggabri, 
Nigel Faulkner (1974-78) from Leyburn, John Bayliss (1963-67) from Mungindi, Jacque Baxter 
(1966-69) and Joan White (1965-69) both from Taroom, Martin Taylor (1975-77) from Crows Nest, 
Helen Moloney (1962-67) from North Star, Cris Roy (1974-78) from Hendra and Stephen Domjahn 
(1995-97) hailed from Yangan. This was the first time most of us had met Stephen, who now lives 
and works in Warwick. He was in his senior year at Slade the year it closed so is uniquely placed 
as a bookend to an era which holds a wealth of meaning for us. Nostalgic conversations and 
memories were shared in connection with this event in our joint history. Of all those present, 
Stephen, after a varied and interesting career, is the only one living near where he came from. 

With the 2026 Centenary celebrations now in full planning mode, it was judged expedient 
for current committee positions to remain unchanged. In the meantime, we, the past student 
body as a whole, are in the business of actively promoting the event and making sure that 
those past students we personally know who are not yet on our contact list hear all about it. 

One item of business which came as a surprise to at least one of those concerned was the 
resolution to confer Honorary Life Membership on Steve Cooke and Joan White. As Steve is 
currently overseas this happened in his absence. In due course, supporting documentation for 
both proposals will be posted on our website which now also includes the previously missing 
proposals for Honorary Life Membership being awarded to Madeline Blyth and Paul Holland.  
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Are the contact  

details we have 

for YOU current or 

about to change? 

Don’t forget US  

when you change  

your address or  

email service  

provider. 

 
“The 3 C’s 

of Life: 
Choices, 

Chances, and 
Changes.  

You must make 
a choice to take 

a chance or 
your life will 

never change.” 
 

Zig Ziglar 

  

IS  

YOUR CLASS 

celebrating a  

MILESTONE in 

2024 or 

2025? 

 

CAST YOUR NET 

WIDER 

FOR LOST  

CONTACTS 

AND 

ADVERTISE 

HERE OR,  

 

FACEBOOK! 

2024/2025 Committee  
EXECUTIVE 
President    John Farquhar 0401 917 811  johnfarquhar6009@gmail.com 
Vice President/Membership   Nigel Faulkner 0412 973 831  nigel.faulkner@hotmail.com 

Secretary    Martin Taylor 0421 834 660 mmbtaylor@hotmail.com 

Treasurer        Cris Roy 0468 883 563  crisroy1.@gmail.com 

EX OFFICIO MEMBERS 
Archivist/Patron   Ted Ross 02 4885 2227 cro56704@outlook.com  

WCC Student Liaison  Grace Quach 0447 370 054  thien.an.graceq@gmail.com 

Slade CEGS Student Liaison  Lizzie Adams 0427 004 673  lizzie0adams@gmail.com  

Kinawah /Contacts Joan White  0428 344 853  kinawah.editor@scpsa.com.au 

Pastoral Coordinator Rob Nolan 0439 784 457  rw.nolan@bigpond.com 

Museum/Website   Leigh Nisbet  0418 156 296 leenis@bigpond.com 

Assistant Archivist  Helen Moloney 07  4635 0573 hmoloney@aapt.net.au 

Area Reps  Ray Dickson   0419 702 657  dicksonsare@gmail.com  
 Paul Masson  07  4623 5307  pbmasson@bigpond.com  
  Peter Ramsay 07  3245 4706  peterramsay47@gmail.com 

 Irene Woods  07 4655 3078  iczzjc@gmail.com 

we have everything needed to get you up to 
speed in the wake of our AGM in Warwick…. 

As a postscript to the article in the last Kinawah 
about the soon-to-be-implemented withdrawal of 
BigPond from Telstra’s services, see more information 
about this on P5. Having talked it over with my son, whose business 
means he is "in the know" about Telstra products, we explain a little 
more of the reasoning behind this move. If you are someone who will 
need to change your ISP or email address, this article, included at  my 
son’s suggestion, also offers a useful check list of those needing to be 
notified when this happens or you change your place of residence.  

Many of us opted for teaching as a chosen profession, but for the 
rest of us (too many years since leaving school to add up) our P4 WCC 
Term 3 Highlights, might be an eye opener. Old buildings, familiar to us 
in a past life, and now the setting for 2024 learning practices, tell us 
that the Slade Campus is again being used as the place of education it 
was originally intended to be. Those who visited during the AGM were 
again impressed with all that has remade the once tired old site into a 
smartly maintained P to 12 College. Dipping into the next part of the 
ongoing summarised history of our schools—the "Save Our Slade" 
campaign P7—reminds us that the future of the whole site teetered 
precariously in the balance for many months and that the ultimate 
outcome could have easily been scarily different. 

Updates re Cobb & Co’s historic 2024 celebrations have appeared in 
Kinawah recently. Lots of special details added to the authenticity of 
this occasion when it finally eventuated last month. Read all about it P8. 

More snippets this time about Warwick’s beginnings include a few 
characters from days gone by. Who knew that Jackie Howe’s father 
was also a well known and unique part of Warwick’s past. (P11 and P12) 

With its latest iteration now concluded in Paris, we bring you some 
Paralympic backstory. It’s all very interesting and includes a couple of 
thumbnail sketches of two Australian para athletes who thoroughly 
deserve the many honours they have accrued—by any yardstick. 

On a side note, we spare a thought for those of us have made the 
United States their home. It could hardly be argued that US politics has 
rarely been more turbulent or more divisive than it is at present. By the 
time the November December Kinawah goes out, come what may,  
there will be a new President elected. We can only hope and pray this 
brings a new era of healing and stability. 

  
 

"Good communication is the bridge between confusion and clarity "  

Nat Turner 

Until next time, enjoy the read Joan White

Editor’s Notes... 
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Slade/St Catharine’s/WCC Past Students  
2 Kingsford Smith Drive - Breakfast Creek. 4020 

 Get together in an area set aside for us at the front   

 Purchase your own drinks and meals  

 Partners etc. are more than welcome  

 No speeches or formal proceedings  

 Catch up with old classmates in a relaxed atmosphere 
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◼ I had much pleasure in receiving and accepting unanimous  
approval of Honorary Life Membership nominations for Stephen Cooke 

and Joan Clothier-White. Both worthy recipients. 
◼ We had a good roll up of 13 financial members. Our latest member is 

Stephen Domjahn. Stephen was in Grade 12 in 1997 (when the lights were 
turned off). Stephen is a local resident and Manager of the Condamine Sports Club. We look 
forward to Stephen’s assistance with contacting some of the past students from the post 70’s. 
◼ It was great to see the new footpath around Slade House which was partially funded 
by the SCPSA. A very functional addition and improvement. 
◼ Organising the 2026 Centenary celebrations (02 / 03 May 2026) are now going to start 
ramping up. With this in mind we need you to: 

1) book your accommodation as a matter of urgency. 
2) get on the phone to your old school mates and arrange a return to Slade. 
3) email your names and years at Slade to Nigel so that we can start an Attendee’s list 
(similar to how we organise Brekky Creek) that can be regularly updated and posted 
on the website and in the Kinawah. 

◼ And as usual, on a final note, remember to get in touch with your old school mates, 
don’t wait for them to pick up the phone, you do it, it may just make their day. 
Until next time, take care. Johnno. 

  K I N A W A H  
 

SCPSA official website:  

 
 

October 7 King’s Birthday WA, QLD 

October 11 Warwick Rose Festival  

October 21-27 Warwick Rodeo 

November 2 Brekky Creek Lunch 

November 11 Remembrance Day 

November 14 WCC Secondary 
Awards evening  
Warwick Town Hall 

November 27 WCC Primary 
Awards Night 
Churches of Christ Auditorium

Johnno’s Corner 
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As of September 21, membership currently stands at 168 including 95 ordinary members and 59 unpaid/non renewals,   
7 Vietnam veterans and now, 7 Honorary Life Members. Invoices/reminders have been sent out for those whose fees 
are due.  If you have any questions about this or anything else concerning membership, please contact me via the 
membership email:-  scpsa.membership@hotmail.com or call me direct on 0412 973 831. Please be aware that as 

I am not always able to answer my phone, be ready to leave a voicemail or text message. I very much look forward 
to hearing from you. We are looking forward to seeing you at the Brekky Creek November 2. Nigel Faulkner  

 

Keeping our data base of contacts current and correct is a work in progress. With planning now 
underway for our celebrations in 2026 it is even more essential to keep these details up-to-date 

and to touch base with others we previously had no contact with. Mobile phone numbers and  
email addresses for found contacts can be forwarded to kinawah.editor@scpsa.com.au 

Looking forward  
to the future, feeling 
grateful for the past 

SCPSA Membership Update 

mailto:rcleal@bigpond.net.au
mailto:scpsa.membership1@bigpond.com
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As we wrap up another exciting and eventful term, we take a moment to reflect on some 
of the highlights from Term 3 at Warwick Christian College... 

Wizard of Oz Performance: Our students had the wonderful opportunity to visit Groves 
Christian College and watch their talented students perform The Wizard of Oz. It was an  
inspiring and engaging experience for all who attended. 

Year 7 Taste Test Day: We hosted a Year 7 "Taste Test" Day, where our Year 6 students, 
along with those from other schools in Warwick, got a glimpse of what Year 7 at our school 
will be like. It was a day full of excitement and exploration for the future secondary students. 

QPS Pipes and Drums Visit: The Queensland Police Service Pipes and Drums band visited  
our school, treating students and staff to an impressive display of music and discipline. 

Agricultural School to Industry Program: Five of our students attended the Agricultural 
School to Industry Program, joining others from across the region. They toured various  
agricultural opportunities in the Darling Downs, gaining invaluable hands-on experience. 

Athletics Success: Many of our students proudly represented our school at the Southern Downs 
and Border District Athletics Carnivals. Their efforts and sportsmanship were outstanding. 

Volleyball Competitions: Our students travelled to Toowoomba and the Gold Coast to compete 
in volleyball. The team continues to grow, showing steady progress and competitive spirit in 
the volleyball arena. 

Jumpers and Jazz Festival: We were thrilled to promote our school at the local Jumpers and 
Jazz Festival, showcasing the vibrant and diverse community at Warwick Christian College. 

Careers Expo: Our Year 10, 11, and 12 students attended the local Careers Expo, where they 
explored various future career opportunities and gained valuable insights. 

Grandparents Day: One of the most heartwarming events of the term was Grandparents Day. 
Our students performed for their grandparents, invited them into classrooms, and enjoyed 
scones and lawn games together—a truly memorable day for all. 

Year 10 Work Experience: Our Year 10 students had the opportunity to go on work experience 
across Warwick, exploring various industries and gaining real-world skills. 

Excursions Galore: Exciting excursions for many classes included, including Year 5/6 visiting the 
Brisbane Planetarium and Year 3/4 attending a performance at the Empire Theatre in Toowoomba. 

Prep Transition Program: A petting zoo visited our primary school as part of our Prep Transition 
Program, helping our future Prep students feel at home at WCC. 

Book Parade and Morning Tea: The whole school came together for a fun-filled Book Parade, 
followed by a lovely morning tea celebration. 

Father’s Day Breakfast: We hosted a Father’s Day breakfast, where students and their dads 
enjoyed pancakes, bacon, and some early morning bonding time. 

Spring Showcase: Our annual Spring Showcase was a spectacular display of our students' 
talents across creative avenues. From music to art, it was an evening to remember. 

Warwick Ball Games Competition: Our Year 3-6 students participated in the annual Warwick 
Ball Games Carnival, where they enjoyed a day of friendly competition. 

Year 12 Formal: To end the term on a high note, our Year 12 cohort of 2024 celebrated their 
formal Friday September 13, marking a special milestone in their school journey. 

It has been an action-packed term filled with learning, growth, and memorable experiences 
for our students. We are incredibly proud of all they have achieved and look forward to what 
Term 4 will bring! 

Hands on History 

3D Geography  

Grandparents Day 

Fathers Day Breakfast 
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David Herbert 1965-67 “To the east of the Armory”, 

[I] had a smile on the comments on this...very  
different times...  

John Farquhar 1973-78 ...a good read as usual. I'll have to 

give Tony and Wal a 'gong' for their Clifton Pub catchup [and thank 
you Tony Roy for the picture and the Facebook post].  

Left to right: Ted Woodrow, Philip Cover, Stuart Hazell, Bill Myring, 
Alan Hoey, Wal Holcombe, Charlie Mauch.  
 

Greg Tweedie 1966-66 ... I ran into an old mate recently and 

his wife told me she was an old St Cath’s girl from the late 60s...I 
don’t know her maiden name but her married name is Meryl 
Ross.  She was a nurse in her early days...If anyone knows her, I 
could get a number for her. 
 

Marion Mackenzie (Knowles 1961-64) ... again...a wonderful 

Kinawah issue. Lots to read there and I will go back to read some bits 
and pieces again. Do you mind if your Bigpond article is re-used? It 
is such a big problem for all sorts of reasons. I will certainly discuss 
this with my various organisations, family and friends. Just in 
passing, it was good to see Judith, Flora and Margaret still all out 
on the golf course. Not surprising really. They haven’t changed 
since the 1960s! 

 

Richard Busser (1957-64) ... That’s the first I’d heard about 

Telstra wanting to get out of providing their BigPond email platform. 
I’ll have a ‘yack’ with them next time I’m in Nambour - although I’m 

on the Apple system (could be interesting). 

 

Editor’s Note: 

As outlined in the September October Kinawah, and 
has been confirmed 100% correct, Telstra is indeed opting 
out of hosting emails. And they are not the only internet 
service provider choosing to go down this path.  

For some time now, customers new to Telstra have not 
been offered a BigPond email address. 

The reason for this is simple. There is no profit to be 
made in hosting emails. In fact, it costs the ISPs millions 
of dollars to provide a free email address in terms of both 
servicing and infrastructure which indicates that, as far 
they are concerned, this is a smart "business decision". 

While no rigid timelines have been disclosed, the 
change is going to happen sooner rather than later. 

As a measure of goodwill to existing BigPond customers, 
in the interim, Telstra will be paying a third party to host 
their customers’ BigPond emails for a grace period which 
could extend to 12 months. After that period, customers 
will pay to continue using their BigPond email address. 

If you are like most people, the prospect of dealing 
with a long list of those you need to notify when 
changing your contact details is probably enough 
to make you throw up your hands in the air and/or 
break out in a nervous sweat. With this in mind, 
the following suggestions concerning those you 
might need to let know when your details change 
is designed to jog your memory, avoid overlooking 
anyone and help ease your way through the whole 
tedious process, hopefully for the last time! 

Friends/relatives, (not forgetting "occasional outliers") 

Your utilities  

Rates and related council services 

Associated government agencies 

Energy providers: 

Gas  

Electricity 

Telephone/Mobile/Internet provider 

MyGov/ATO 

Your bank/other financial institutions 

Superannuation provider 

Credit card providers/automatic payments 

Payment protocols/2 step verification process 

Toll accounts 

Your accountant 

Medical professional services 

Your personal physicians, specialists and carers 

Medicare 

Private Health insurer 

Other Insurance 

Home and Contents 

Motor Vehicle/Boat/Other 

Memberships to clubs and organisations 

SCPSA 

RACQ/NRMA/RACV and similar 
Professional peer support groups 

Neighbourhood Watch 

Rotary, Lions, Apex etc 

Effective internal communication 

is a powerful force that not only helps 

organisations to be more successful, but 

also helps enrich employees’ lives in 

meaningful ways.  

Paul Barton, ABC 
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he historic opening of Slade School took place on the afternoon of Tuesday, 9th February, 1926, on 

the lawn east of Slade House. The Rev H.W.H. Stevenson, M.A., of St John’s College, Brisbane conducted 

the opening ceremony. This represented the culmination of years of planning, preparation and judicious 

acquisition of property, all against the backdrop of World War I and was all made possible by way of private 

donations, fund raising and the dedicated support of St Mark’s parishioners.  

Dr St Clair George Alfred Donaldson, the Archbishop of Brisbane, had previously acknowledged   

St Mark’s efforts in establishing the Church of England Girls’ School (CEGS) and the Parish’s stated desire to 

set up a boys’ school. However, in his infinite wisdom, he deemed Toowoomba be given preference for 

starting a boys’ school. Subsequently, when Toowoomba failed to seize that opportunity, His Grace wrote 

to the Rector and Churchwardens of Warwick in 1918, speaking for the diocese, to endorse their vision of a 

first Anglican Boys’ School on the Downs—one which might sit equably alongside Churchie in Brisbane and 

the Southport School. And so it all came to pass. 

2026 marks 100 years since that venturesome Slade School opening day. Generations of boys and much later, a generation 

of girls after the school went co-ed, were all educated at Slade.  

The current committee is keen to re-establish contact with as many past students as we can find with the aim of making 

the 2024 celebrations a truly memorable one. We have a date, now only need YOU to help us celebrate it. 

Can we throw down a  2 for 1 (200 individuals for 100 years) challenge? We’ll never do it if we don’t try! 

Keep checking our website as shown above for regular updates. 

Dr Donaldson 1863-1935 

 
 
At times we lose track of people who are still on our 

contact list. Needless to say, when this happens we 

have no idea if these people don’t want to be found, 

have moved with no forwarding address (including 

their email one) they haven’t looked in their inbox for 

so long it’s stuffed full or may even have died. We are 

currently missing these people.  

Do YOU know anything about where they might be or 

how we might restore contact with them? 

Peter Ruegg  Kerry Roberts  

Jam Bamberry Alice Gorringe 

Corinne Taylor  John Tomlinson 

Go to: www.scpsawarwick.com then Slade Centenary 
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HIS IS PART ONE OF THE RETELLING OF WHAT MIGHT HAVE BEEN CURTAINS FOR THE SCHOOL WE ARE ALL ASSOCIATED WITH. This 
would have been tragedy for all of us. Margaret McKinnon may never have been a member of the Slade community, but she  
positioned herself firmly in our corner and that of greater Warwick when the Southern Downs Regional Council advertised for the 
marketing and selling of the Slade School Campus. She spearheaded petitions to government bodies in fierce defence of what she 

saw as an historic part of Warwick and Queensland. The following also highlights the power that electors are able to wield when used in 
the right way. In 2010 Margaret’s impassioned cause was written up in the Courier Mail in this way: 

"A local campaign group - Save Our Slade - including principal petitioner, Mrs Margaret McKinnon is calling for the government to 
purchase the school for future educational purposes in Warwick and surrounds. 

"The petition of  
 a) citizens of Queensland or  
 b) residents of the State of Queensland or  
 c) electors of Southern Downs draws to the attention of the House the opportunity to purchase Slade School in its entirety for 
     future educational purposes in Warwick. 

"Your petitioners therefore request the House to urgently consider this petition on behalf of the citizens of Warwick and surrounding 
districts.” 

And this: 

"IT’S a simple, three-word plea but for a small group of passionate and determined locals, the demolition of the historic Slade School 
campus would be ‘criminal’. 

"Since the Southern Downs Regional Council called for feedback on what to use the site for, Margaret McKinnon has dedicated 
her time to making people listen to her plea to keep it in the community – one option being a second campus for Warwick State 
High School (WSHS). 

" ’This is something I feel really strongly about – I have been talking to the WSHS P&C, the staff, principal, Education Queensland 
and have made no progress,’ Mrs McKinnon said. 

" ’So I thought I’d invite a few parents and community members up to the campus to have a look and see what’s up there and 
then let the community know what’s available and that it’s a real, viable option for a second campus for the high school.’ 

"So that’s what she did. 

"On Thursday, a small group including WSHS parents, grandparents, interested community members, council representatives 
and the media went on a one-hour tour of Slade Campus to explore its facilities. 

"Finishing in the 62-year-old dining hall, the small group decided then and there to form a committee called Save Our Slade (SOS). 

"With WSHS supposedly at 99.6 per cent capacity on day eight this year, Mrs McKinnon along with local member Lawrence 
Springborg contacted EQ suggesting Slade as an option to expand. 

" ’EQ basically said there’s no problem – they think putting in a double-storey demountable will fix the already-crowded campus,’ 
Mrs McKinnon, a former WSHS teacher of 26 years, said. 

" ’But in 2014, there may well be another 200 students to deal with if the move to put Year 7s into the high school goes ahead in 
line with southern states.’ 
" ’I was horrified they thought a double demountable would fix it – nothing made any sense to me... we’ve got to convince the 
people sitting in the George Street office there’s a real problem,’ Mrs McKinnon said. 

" ’The children deserve much better than what they’re getting now – school should be something they enjoy, not just endure.’ 

" ’We’re not talking about the teachers – the school has a wonderful curriculum, wonderful programs and dedicated staff – we’re 
talking about the physical structure.’ 

"But Mrs McKinnon’s first hurdle is to stop council from selling the site, to avoid the inevitable circling developers turning it into 
an estate. 

" ’To allow bulldozers to come in and knock it over it would be criminal,’ she said. 
Mr Springborg praised Mrs McKinnon – ‘a thoughtful woman who has a solid background in teaching’ – for pushing for a solution. 

" ’In the meantime I’ll keep on pushing a long-term masterplan for WSHS which was 99.6 per cent full on day eight of this school 
year because I am completely unconvinced the school can cope with the number of students,’ he said. 

"The double-storey demountable suggestion is just preposterous – a high-rise school is not really the best answer and that’s just 
showing how desperate and ad-hoc the thinking is.” 

"Until the government responds to that call, if they think Slade is not an option they need to tell us what option there is.” 

"A Southern Downs Regional Council spokeswoman advised an advertisement will appear in today’s edition of the Daily News as 
well as other media calling for expressions of interest in the marketing of Slade Campus. 

" ’Expressions of interest close November 27, from those council will shortlist and invite tenders,’ she said. 

" Open day The Save Our Slade committee will hold an open day for the community to explore the campus. 

" ’The committee members will show people over the campus as well as have a petition to keep Slade in our community,’ Margaret 
McKinnon said. 

" When: Saturday, October 23 from 9am to noon Where: Horsman Road, Warwick Originally published as Save Our Slade 

https://www.warwickdailynews.com.au/news/save-our-slade-demolition-wshs-education/649357/
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Cloudless winter skies, lovingly restored and presented vehicles  
recapturing the essence of Australia’s yesterdays, all coupled with an 
abundance of enthusiasm: a proud chapter of local history relived, 
taught, worn, displayed and enjoyed as the re-enactment of Cobb & Co’s 
last mail and passenger run in Australia was celebrated between 
August 16-25. The event more than lived up to its billing. Well done 
Paul Masson (Slade 1967-68), President of the Festival Committee and 
well done all the volunteers who contributed to its success. 

The Coach pulled up at the Surat Post Office where Post Mistress, 
(Joh Hancock) in period dress passed up the mail bag with over 900 
letters destined for all parts of Australia and overseas to the driver. It 
then made its way to the Surat Cobb & Co Changing Station where 
the passengers boarded before a brief stop at the Riverside Markets 
then headed out to Yuleba on a trip that took a day and a half. 

After camping overnight at Wallabella, horses, riders, wagons, 
carriages, and Coach made an amazing entrance down Stephenson 
Street to deliver the mail to the old Yuleba Post Office where the 
Yuleba Post Mistress (Leah Tribe) was ready to take delivery.  

The QLD Governor, Her Excellency the Honourable Jeannette 
Young AC, PSM, travelled on the last stage of this reenactment. 

The historic scene included a heavy horse team carrying wool 
bales, a bullock team giving rides on the wagon, a camel team pulling 
a Cobb & Co Coach for ride. Vintage veteran historic motor vehicles 

The reenactment in August of the last Cobb & Co Coach run ever to carry mail and passengers in Australia, 100 years ago, 
was supported by over 100 horse riders and 46 horse drawn wagons and carriages over the 76km trip from Surat to Yuleba 
on the Mail Service 177. This was the culmination of 10 event filled days of the Cobb & Co Festival. 

lined Stephenson Street as the steam train, 'Bety', delivered  
passengers from Toowoomba and Miles to the Festival and then 
loaded 200 passengers for the round trip to Roma. 

All participants, sponsors, community groups, volunteers, the  
broader community of the Maranoa, and the Maranoa Regional 
Council are warmly thanked for their contribution to this historic 
occasion. Their support lent that extra special ingredient that 
made the Festival the amazing experience it was. 
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Positive 
thinking will let 

you do 
everything better 

than negative 
thinking will. 

Zig Ziglar 

The frequently cited quote,  
"The essence of optimism is that it takes no account of the present, 
but it is a source of inspiration, of vitality and hope where others 
have resigned; it enables a man to hold his head high, to claim the 
future for himself and not abandon it to his enemy"  

is frequently attributed to Dietrich Bonhoeffer (Quotes).  
Dietrich Bonhoeffer was a German theologian and pastor who resisted the 
Nazi regime and is known for his writings on ethics and Christianity. 

WHAT IS THE MEANING OF THIS QUOTE? 
◼ 

  



















◼ 

 

Few things in the world are more powerful 

than a positive push. A smile. A world of optimism 

and hope. A you can do it when things are  tough. 
Richard M. DeVos 

   In the wake of the much anticipated Vote 
of No Confidence in Prime Minister James Marape’s 
government on September 13, the PM’s remarks ring 
with political spin. While obviously many people have 
been deeply unhappy with the status quo, we sincerely 
hope that our good school friends across the Torres 
Strait will now be able to live peaceably and fairly.  

Emphasising that every Kina of public funds must be 
used to improve the lives of Papua New Guineans,  
Mr Marape has vowed to tackle corruption pledging to 
enhance transparency and accountability across all 
levels of leadership, following his landslide VoNC win. 

PM Marape won 75-32 in the parliamentary session 
held 13/09/2024 following a heated exchange with 
Madang MP, Bryan Kramer, who called for a debate on 
the VoNC after it was introduced. The Parliament is 
now adjourned to November 26. 

In his 49th Independence anniversary message,  
Marape outlined plans to focus on youth education 
and skills development, as well as expanding the  
economy beyond traditional sectors like mining, oil, 
and gas. He highlighted the importance of diversifying 
into agriculture, tourism, fisheries, and technology. 

Marape also called for unity, stressing the need for 
the nation to work together while respecting its  
cultural diversity. He urged citizens to put the nation's 
interests above personal gain for collective progress. 

Reflecting on 49 years of independence, Marape 
extolled the nation's growth from modest beginnings 
to becoming a proud and resilient country.  

He credited Papua New Guinea's rich linguistic and 
cultural diversity as its greatest asset. 
https://news.pngfacts.com/2024/09/png-pm-marape-
vows-to-tackle-corruption.html 

We can now but wait and see how it all transpires in 
coming months in full knowledge that many of those 
we care about will have to make the best of it. 

Meanwhile, we haven’t forgotten those affected by 
the disastrous landslide in PNG earlier this year. The  
exact cause of this remains unclear. 

Australia and New Zealand have sent technical  
experts to investigate the site and provide advice on 
the risk of further landslides. 

Survivors of the catastrophic event in PNG's highlands 
have spoken about the warning signs they noticed 
hours before it flattened a village, killing upwards of 
160 people. Locals who managed to escape the fatal 
rockfall at Mulitaka in Enga Province told the ABC they 
heard two loud cracks around 1am and 2am before the 
side of a large mountain gave way shortly afterwards. 

https://www.abc.net.au/news 
So many families have been impacted by this disaster, it is 

hard to come to grips with the full scale of it: lost lives and 
that sense of security one’s own home represents also lost. 

https://elevatesociety.com/quotes-by-dietrich-bonhoeffer/
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86 Mount Norman Road, Wallangarra 4383   0409 194 520

email: fred@jacandaalpacas.com or visit Jacanda Alpaca Farmstay online to check amenities, availability, and guest reviews... 

 Stunning views of Girraween National Park   Close to historic Tenterfield    Handy to Granite Belt wineries and other attractions  

Enjoy some good old-fashioned country hospitality with Jacquie and Fred Alley - Slade 1960-63 (be sure to mention your Slade connections) 

historic 
Warwick – known for its roses and rodeo – features some of the state’s finest  
original sandstone buildings. From here it’s an easy drive to explore the friendly  
villages and small towns of the Southern Downs. 
Settled more than 150 years ago, the town is rich in "Heritage and Historic Building 
Trails" featuring a number of well-preserved churches, cottages, railway stations, 
schools and monuments – each with its own story of old.  
One of the most interesting stories is that of Thomas Byrnes whose imposing  
statue stands in the main street – the talented son of poor Irish immigrants, he rose 

to be Queensland Premier in 1898 and after just five months in office, tragically died of pneumonia. 
Two must-see attractions along the trail are the Warwick and District Historical Museum – the best 

place in town to discover life as it was from the 1890s to the 1950s, and Abbey of the Roses – formerly Our 
Lady of Assumption Convent, built for the Sisters of Mercy. For almost 100 years it formed the "heart" of 
the extensive Catholic community in Warwick; in its new life it is a popular boutique guest house and  
function centre. 

In testament to its reputation as the "Rose City", rose plots are prolifically planted throughout Warwick’s 
Central Business District and can be seen at the Visitor Information Centre, the Warwick Art Gallery, the 
Warwick and District Historical Society Museum and in various plots on the northern approach to the city. 

Known as the "Horsepower Capital of Australia", Warwick is home to the Warwick Rodeo – Australia’s most 
famous, held each October, as well as Morgan Park Raceway – host to world-class motor sport events. 

From a dirt track in 1965, Morgan Park Raceway has evolved into one of Queensland’s premier motor-
sport venues incorporating a drag-racing track that attracts Australia’s top competitors. Morgan Park’s 
first-rate equestrian facilities played host to the Polocrosse World Cup in 2003, 2007 and 2019. 

Warwick offers easy access to Main Range National Park's Goomburra section and Queen Mary Falls.  
https://www.queensland.com/au/en/places-to-see/destination-information 

The following contains a wealth of memories of yesteryear and reminds us sharply of how much everyday life has changed*...  

"Hold the phone" is an oft used expression meaning wait. Telephones have come a long way since Alexander Graham Bell [inset 
at left] took out the first patent in 1876 [shortly after the time the Borough of Warwick was declared a municipality]. 

He introduced the world to the candlestick device, followed by the cradle, wall-mounted/hand cranked, dialler, desk set, push-
button, cordless and finally, in the 1990s, the mobile. 

Creator, Chester Gould sent shockwaves across the planet when, in 1931, he introduced Dick Tracey to us via a comic strip which 
depicted our hero talking into his watch. 

I'm not sure what Mr Gould was drinking that day, but the very idea of using a wristwatch as a telephone was beyond belief. 

And here we are today paying tribute to Mr Gould and saying farewell to home telephones and telephone boxes. 

For some odd reason Telstra (and I have been a loyal customer since the organisation transitioned from the Postmaster General’s 
Department, through Telecom to its current name) insists I pay for a home telephone when all I want is access to the internet. 

Across the nation there are 35 million mobile telephone connections meaning each of us has 1.3 mobiles. And don’t you notice 
those mobiles as you go about your daily business, with every one of the 27 million of us [seemingly] glued to their mobile screens, 24 hours a day. 

People gaze into their mobiles endlessly and, indeed, it appears the blessed things are glued to our hands, right or left depending on your persuasion. 

There has even been a suggestion that traffic signs should be glued to roads and footpaths, rather than being vertical, making it easier for  
telephone-dependent pedestrians to notice them... 

*This recent article by journalist, Greg Johnson, reproduced here in part, falls within the dual genre of "a detour down memory lane" and "just cos" 
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Warwick Election Day Feb 5, 1908 

Queensland Ambulance Warwick Central Brigade 1912 

Circa 1885: The Farmers' Cooperative Association decided to build and 
operate a modern mill in 1874, but the project was abandoned on account of 
insolvency and the empty building sold. It was acquired by brothers William 
and Charles Hayes in 1877 and changed its name around 1886 to QLD Steam 
Roller Mills, operated by Charles Hayes & Co. until 1891 when it was taken 
over by Farmers' Milling Company:  Wikimedia Commons 

Malt House Feb 5, 1910 

Anderson’s General Store 1871: Palmerin/Albert St Corner 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Also of interest, the store on the left was that of Adolph Gerish,  

Warwick's first tinsmith and galvanised iron worker, who moved 
there 1870 after it was vacated by the Examiner & Times: 

Wikimedia Commons.  

Street Parade 1918 
The imposing building  
in the background is   
Barnes and Co.  
118 Palmerin Street 

Warwick Business centre 1932  

Jack Howe - Australia’s first rodeo clown 
and a very early Warwick Town Crier Simply titled, "In Warwick MD" - precise location and year unknown 
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FURTHER TO THE WARWICK RODEO STORY in our September October 
Kinawah, we offer the following slice of related Warwick history. 
Jackie Howe Park which features prominently beside the northerly 
New England Highway approach into Warwick, is hard to miss with 
its metal-sculpted, giant-sized, old-style, hand shears.  
This proudly celebrates one of Warwick’s most famous sons. Yet not 
everyone knows that Jackie’s father, Jack Howe, pictured on the 
previous page (first among the "Looking at Warwick through a very 
old lens" photos) was also a shearer, rodeo identity and Australia’s 
first rodeo clown. Much less is known about Jack compared with 
what is available to read about Jackie whose shearing and athletic 
feats are a celebrated part of Australian folk lore. The Howes’ story is 
the footnote to the main story here which outlines the role and 
quite obviously, dangerous occupation of a rodeo clown. 

 
rodeo clown, sometimes known outside of Australia 
as a bullfighter, is a rodeo performer who works in 
bull riding competitions. Originally, the rodeo clown 

was a single job combining "bullfighting" - the protection of 
riders thrown from the bull, as well as being an individual 
who provided comic relief between events.  

The primary job of the bullfighter is to protect a fallen 
rider from the bull by distracting the bull and providing an 
alternative target for the bull to attack. These individuals 
expose themselves to danger solely to protect the fallen 
rider. Typically they wear bright, loose-fitting clothes that 
are designed to tear away, with protective gear fitted  
underneath. Rodeo clowns require speed, agility, and the 
ability to anticipate a bull's next move. Working closely 
with very large, very powerful animals, rodeo clowns are 
often injured seriously, and, sometimes, fatally.  

The rodeo clowns enter the rodeo arena on foot, before 
the bull is released from the chute. They stand on either 
side as the bull is released and work as a team to distract 
the bull and thus protect the rider and each other. Their 
role is particularly important when a rider has been  
injured, in which case the rodeo clown places himself  
between the bull and the rider, or uses techniques such as running off at an angle, throwing a hat, or shouting, so that the injured rider 
can exit the ring. When a rider has been hung up, they face the extremely dangerous task of trying to free the rider, with one team 
member going to the bull's head and the other attempting to release the rider.  

Typically, the clown carries a microphone and heckles the rodeo announcer, the crowd, and anyone else he recognises. During the 
bull riding event, the clown supports the bullfighters, including taunting the bulls by calling them names and waving props at them, 
usually from within the safety of the barrel. Anyone looking for a bit more excitement in their lives? 

https://d38trduahtodj3.cloudfront.net/files.ashx?t=fg&rid=MSCoastColiseum&f=Rodeo_Clown.pdf 
 

John Robert Howe (10 July 1861 – 21 July 1920) Jack Howe’s involvement with the Trade Union movement and his support for T. J. Ryan’s 
Labor Party reflected the concerns of the shearers of the late 19th and early 20th Centuries. He had grazing and hotel interests which further 
linked him to the community. Jack Howe did not promote his personal achievements, a point noted by the Catholic Advocate journalist. 
He did not even boast to his family. His son, another Jack Howe, tried to find out about his father’s shearing record by writing to the Courier. 
He did however use his fame to assist his community. The party in his honour when he left his hotel is reputed to be the biggest Blackall had 
seen. His wife, Margaret Alexandra Victoria Short, whom he married 24 April 1890 and with whom he had 10 children, was the originator 
of the original "Jackie Howe" short sleeved shirt. She was also the daughter of two Irish convicts and a connection to other colourful stories. 
Jack Howe is a famous Australian for a number of achievements but his family and background on the Darling Downs, not just his physique, 
shed light on these. The State Library has newspaper cuttings, photographs, books and documents which allow the researcher to explore 
this further. https://www.slq.qld.gov.au/blog/jack-howe-man-behind-legend 

Jackie Howe's father, Jack Howe’s Obituary: Warwick Examiner and Times Sat 6 Sep 1913  Page 5  The 
death took place on Wednesday evening of Mr. John Howe, at his residence in Lyon-street. Deceased, who 
had reached the ripe old age of 91 years, was born at Jerry's Plains, near Maitland. Death was due to senile 
decay; his wonderful constitution, to the last, resisted the attacks of disease. He came to Warwick 65 years 
ago, being then a clown with La Rosier's circus, and claimed to be the first clown to travel the Australian 
colonies. Deciding to take up his residence here he soon became a well-known identity. Possessed of a 
rare flow of wit he was easily the match for anyone who tried to "score" off him, but his wit was of the 
genial order that left no sting behind. Later on he became town-crier in Warwick—a position that has fallen 
into desuetude since Jack resigned the job. He was a man of very independent spirit. Even when his  
fortunes reached a low ebb he would never accept a favour without giving some little thing—a bunch of 
flowers, perhaps—in return. He was liked by all in the community, and the many friends who knew and 
appreciated the independence of his character and his transparent honesty deeply regret his passing. He 
leaves a wife and a grown-up family of sons and daughters to mourn their loss. Mr. Jack Howe, jun., who 
resides in Blackall, was formerly the champion shearer of Australia. There are many western sheds where 
his record as "ringer" will hardly ever be forgotten. Other members of deceased's family are Mrs. A. C. 
Stevenson, a resident of the Tenterfield district ; Mrs. G. W. Bentley (Sydney), whose husband at one time 
was proprietor of the Tenterfield "Courier" ; and Mrs. Donnelly (Warwick). The funeral, which took place 
yesterday, was largely attended.  

https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/82177262
https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/82177262
https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/82177262
https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/82177262
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A shearerƄs challenge, Downs railwaymenƄs joint restoration project and the deliverance of Hebel 

locomotive ... all volunteers, we've grown up together and 
we've helped them and they've helped us." 

 but we 
proudly claim him anyway since his father is Douglas Deshon 
(Slade 1950-55). Doug and his older brother, the late William 
(Slade 1950-54) are 2nd cousins to John Deshon (Slade 1952-58, 
Hon. Life Member No 17) and Robert Deshon (Slade 1952-61). 
As per the story we ran about him in the 2022 Sept. Oct. Kinawah, 
John clearly  recalls the year at Slade when 3 of the 4 Deshon 
boys played together in the same champion Slade Rugby team.  

Hebel, (population 20) between Goodooga and Dirranbandi 
named after German settler, Nobel Van Hebel sits on the 
Castlereagh Highway in South West QLD 4 km across the NSW 
border and was once a key part of the Cobb & Co stagecoach run. 

Now it is a waypoint for travellers and grey nomads exploring 
the great outback but Frank Deshon has put it well and truly on 
the map with his solid "Save the pub, save the town" strategy. 
The pub's authentic, 1848 weatherboard and corrugated iron 

structure, complete with hitching rails for horses out in front of 
the verandah is Hebel’s focal point. It has been described as an 
outback hotel that might have been inspiration for cartoonist 
Ken Maynard’s famous Ettamogah Pub. 

Over the road is the town's other centrepiece, the general 

store, which also serves as the post office and a no-nonsense, 
no-frills outback café. Warren Brown, recalls kids attending 
Sunday school years ago at Dirranbandi, chanting "and deliver 
us from Hebel". Those kids are adults now, and, distances being 

what they are with the advent of more modern and efficient 
means of transport, doubtless have a different opinion of Hebel 
after living through uncertain times! 

With the pub, and the town itself, facing 
permanent closure, Hebel was in need of 
someone to step in, take control and 
breathe new life into the ailing waterhole. 

Enter Dirranbandi grazier and butcher, 
Frank Deshon. Coming to the rescue, 
Frank bought both the pub and the store, 
with the aim of turning them into a must-
visit tourist destination. He has now made 
it into a great spot to stay and unwind after  
a long outback drive. He has changed very little about the pub, 
retaining its mementos, autographs and unique 170 year old 
charm.  He has, however, added some cabins behind the pub to 
cater for those staying over. Guests can walk across the road to 
the store to order a meal which a backpacker staff member 
brings across to the pub—locally grown steak supplied by 
Frank himself. Have you by any chance experienced some of 
Frank’s outback hospitality in the course of your travels? We'd 

love to hear from you if you if you have! 

Meanwhile, staying with the shearing theme...and still on the subject of 
records, this is definitely not some long and woolly fabricated yarn... 
Chris (July 2010 – 22 October 2019) the Merino ram gained international fame 
in September 2015 after being shorn of a record amount of wool 
in Canberra.[1] Chris was named after a sheep character in the sitcom Father 
Ted (from the episode "Chirpy Burpy Cheap Sheep") by local Bonner resident 
Sue Dowling, who noticed Chris wandering in a paddock near Canberra. 

Chris was found at Mulligan's Flat near the border of NSW and the ACT.
[2] His mobility had been impaired as a result of the weight of the fleece he 
had grown over more than five years.[1][3] Domestic sheep like Chris, raised for 
their wool, have been bred not to lose their coat and need to be shorn regularly, 
so leaving the sheep unshorn would have put the animal at great risk of 
infection and/or injury.[1][2] 

Four-time Australian Shearing Champion Ian Elkins volunteered to shear the 
massive ram after being contacted by RSPCA Australia. Chris had to be 
sedated throughout the procedure, during which the shearer removed up to  
40.45 kilograms of thick wool after working about 42 minutes.[4] 

Australian sheep are usually shorn annually and fleeces normally weigh 
about 5 kilograms.[4] Chris's fleece set a world record, beating previous 
records held by other runaway sheep such as Shrek - 27 kg and "Big Ben". 
Chris's 41.4 kg fleece was confirmed by Guinness World Records,[5] but its 
length (42 centimetres) meant it had no commercial value.[4] It was estimated 
that Chris's fleece was enough to make 30 jumpers.[6]  

In 2016, Chris's complete fleece, measuring 160 centimetres long by 110 
centimetres wide, was acquired by the National Museum of Australia, 
where it was put on display and has become a popular exhibit. Chris died of 
natural causes aged 9 on 22 October 2019.  Wikipedia 

 

joined 
forces this year aiming to run steam train rides during Toowoomba’s long 
standing spring Carnival of Flowers festival. 

DownsSteam and the Southern Downs Steam Railway (SDSR) partnered 
up to launch the Downs Explorer steam train, pulling a set of Davidson 
railway carriages full of passengers from Toowoomba to Wyreema. 

This was the debut ride out of Toowoomba Station for DownsSteam’s 
train with the authority granted through SDSR. 

The carriages, beautifully restored by SDSR in Warwick, feature authentic 
seating to hark back to the "golden age of rail". 

"The restoration process was a labour of love, with countless hours spent 

ensuring every detail was perfect, from the polished woodwork to the  
authentic seating," SDSR chairman, Kelvin Hutchinson said. 

"This restoration is not just about preserving the past but also about  

honouring the legacy of those who built and maintained our railway system. 
"Over the past 150 years, the railway has played a crucial role in connecting 

communities, transporting goods, and fostering economic development." 

Mr Hutchinson said the collaboration would further progress 
DownsSteam’s bid towards running regular train services out of Toowoomba. 

"The Southern Downs have that experience, and we're jointly on their 

Judging by this photo after he was shorn, Chris looks more like a  
wether than a ram to me. What say our more sheep-wise experts? 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Merino
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sheep_shearing
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Canberra
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chris_(sheep)#cite_note-:3-1
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Father_Ted
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Father_Ted
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chirpy_Burpy_Cheap_Sheep
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bonner,_Australian_Capital_Territory
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Paddock
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/New_South_Wales
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chris_(sheep)#cite_note-:2-2
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wool
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chris_(sheep)#cite_note-:3-1
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chris_(sheep)#cite_note-3
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chris_(sheep)#cite_note-:3-1
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chris_(sheep)#cite_note-:2-2
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/RSPCA_Australia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chris_(sheep)#cite_note-:0-4
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chris_(sheep)#cite_note-:0-4
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Shrek_(sheep)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Guinness_World_Records
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chris_(sheep)#cite_note-5
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chris_(sheep)#cite_note-:0-4
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jumper_(sweater)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chris_(sheep)#cite_note-6
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ƚШǃŸƨШƓƖŸĤċĤũǃШċũƖĲċĬǃШťŰŸƽЯШƣőĲШÂċƖċũǃůƓŔĦШ]ċůĲƚ, is an international 
competition for athletes with disabilities. Comparable to the Olympic 
Games, the Paralympics are split into Winter Games and Summer Games, 

which alternately occur every two years. Many of the same Olympic events are 
included—such as Alpine skiing, cross-country skiing, and biathlon for winter 
sports and cycling, archery, and swimming for summer sports—although sports 
equipment for the Paralympics may be modified for specific impairments. Since 
the late 20th century the Paralympics have been held in the same city that hosts 
the corresponding Olympic Games; the Paralympics follow shortly after the Olympics 
conclude. The International Paralympic Committee, IPC, which was founded in 
1989 and is based in Germany, governs the Paralympic Games.  

Winter Paralympic athletes compete in five different impairment groups. These 
are amputee, cerebral palsy, visual impairment, spinal cord injuries, and ũĲƚЮ 
ċƨƣƖĲƚ (athletes whose impairment does not fit into one of the other categories, 
including dwarfism). The Summer Games include a sixth category, intellectual 
disability. Within each group, athletes are further divided into classes on the basis 
of the type and extent of their impairment. Individual athletes may be reclassified 
at later competitions if their physical status changes. [The IPC classifications 
which apply to para athletes include a letter and a number. The smaller the number, 
the greater the degree of disability. For track and Field competition which is the 
one I am most familiar with, T indicates a Track athlete and F, a Field athlete eg 
Kurt Fearnley’s IPC classification, T54 (applying to many wheelchair athletes) 
means his level of ability is classified greater than if he was a T10 or F10 (totally 
blind). This classification process is strictly monitored, subject to close scrutiny 
and may change.* What follows is a little backstory to the Paralympic Games.] 

The Paralympics developed after Ludwig Guttmann organized a sports competition 
for British World War II veterans with spinal cord injuries in England in 1948.  
A follow-up competition took place in 1952, with athletes from the Netherlands 
joining the British competitors. In 1960 the first quadrennial Olympic-style Games 
for athletes with disabilities were held in Rome; the quadrennial Winter Games 
were added in 1976, in Sweden. Since the Seoul 1988 Olympic Games (and 
the 1992 Winter Olympics in Albertville, France), the Paralympics have been held 
at the Olympic venues and have used the same facilities. In 2001 the International 
Olympic Committee and the International Paralympic Committee agreed on the 
practice of "one bid, one city," in which every city that bids to host the Olympics 
also bids to hold the related Paralympics. 

In addition to promoting competition for athletes with disabilities, the Paralympics 
also have served as an opportunity for host cities to improve accessibility for  
residents and visitors with disabilities. For example, in the 7 years leading up to 
the 2008 Beijing Summer Paralympics, the Chinese government invested more 
than $150 million in accessible infrastructure, modifying 14,000 facilities and 60 
popular tourist destinations. Similarly, London added elevators and step-free  
access to its underground public transportation system. Most recently, Paris has 
invested more than €1.5 billion ($1.6 billion) in improving education, employment, and 
accessibility for people with disabilities. Although much work remains when it comes 
to equity and accessibility, the Paralympics have prompted open conversations 
regarding equity for people with disabilities. The Games celebrate the incredible 
athletic achievements of a historically stigmatized group of people, inspiring  
audiences around the globe. 

The size and diversity of the Paralympic Games have increased greatly over the 
years. The Paralympics in 1960 hosted 400 athletes from 23 countries participating in 
8 sports. Just over 50 years later, at the 2012 Summer Paralympics in London, 
more than 4,200 athletes representing 164 countries participated in 20 sports. The 
2024 Summer Paralympics in Paris were the biggest and most diverse Games yet, 
featuring some of the greatest para athletes of this generation. 
https://www.britannica.com/sports/Paralympic-Games 
* This insert in square brackets is courtesy of my first hand knowledge of the sport. 

Even if you are not a avid follower of disability 
sport, you have most likely heard of Dylan 
Alcott AO and 2022 Australian of the year, and 
Kurt Fearnley AO and 2019 NSW Australian of 
the Year. The incredible achievements of these 
two men, both in and outside the sports area 
is something we can only marvel at. Both are 
great role models for people of ANY ability. 

Some Paralympians are born with their given 
disability while others have acquired theirs 
through war injury, illness or misadventure.  

Dylan Alcott was born 1990 with a tumour 
wrapped around his spinal cord which was 
operated on during the first few weeks of his 
life.[5] The tumour was successfully cut out 
but left Alcott a paraplegic, requiring him to 
use a wheelchair.  He is a former wheelchair 
tennis player, former wheelchair basket-
ball player, radio host, actor, foundation 
founder, business owner and motivational 
speaker.  
Kurt Fearnley was 
born 1981 in Cowra, 
NSW, the youngest 
of five children[6][7]

with sacral agenesis. 
That means he is 
missing certain parts 
of his lower spine and 
all of his sacrum.[8]  
At the time of his 
birth, doctors did not 
believe he would 
live longer than a 
week.[8] He grew up in Carcoar.[8] At school, 
he took part in all sports, including athletics 
and rugby league.[8] He won his first athletics 
medal in the long jump.[7][8] He took up 
wheelchair racing at the age of 14 and took it 
to an elite level at the age of 17.  You may 
have seen him hosting various ABC’s One plus 
one programmes. He is active in advocacy 
work, and has been an ambassador for the 
Don't DIS my ABILITY[21] campaign for four 
years.  In 2009 he came to our attention by 
crawling the Kokoda Track in support of 
Movember  - a jaw dropping challenge indeed. 

https://www.britannica.com/dictionary/Comparable
https://www.britannica.com/sports/Olympic-Games
https://www.britannica.com/sports/Olympic-Games
https://www.britannica.com/sports/Summer-Olympic-Games
https://www.britannica.com/sports/Alpine-skiing
https://www.britannica.com/sports/cross-country-skiing
https://www.britannica.com/sports/biathlon
https://www.britannica.com/sports/archery
https://www.britannica.com/dictionary/impairment
https://www.britannica.com/science/cerebral-palsy
https://www.britannica.com/science/spinal-cord
https://www.britannica.com/science/intellectual-disability
https://www.britannica.com/science/intellectual-disability
https://www.britannica.com/biography/Ludwig-Guttmann
https://www.britannica.com/event/World-War-II
https://www.britannica.com/place/Sweden
https://www.britannica.com/event/Seoul-1988-Olympic-Games
https://www.britannica.com/event/Albertville-1992-Olympic-Winter-Games
https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/venues
https://www.britannica.com/topic/International-Olympic-Committee
https://www.britannica.com/topic/International-Olympic-Committee
https://www.britannica.com/place/Beijing
https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/infrastructure
https://www.britannica.com/place/London
https://www.britannica.com/topic/London-Underground
https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/equity
https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/diversity
https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/diverse
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Spinal_cord
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kurt_Fearnley#cite_note-abc-7
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Caudal_regression_syndrome
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sacrum
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kurt_Fearnley#cite_note-coutts-8
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kurt_Fearnley#cite_note-coutts-8
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Carcoar,_New_South_Wales
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On September 12, RUOK Day, I was invited to address a  
community group at Toowoomba’s FlexiSchool on this subject, 
a topic that people rarely spoke about in public not so long ago. 
Like many of us, my growing up years fell between WWII and the 
Vietnam conflict in the 1960s and early 1970s. 

Like countless other WWII servicemen, my father returned to 
Australia from Palestine and Egypt pretty messed up. He wasn’t in fit 
enough shape to go on to New Guinea with the rest of his platoon 
so was sent by the army to be used as strike breaking labour on 
the wharves in Cairns for the rest of WWII.  

Finally back home, it was the 1950s and little was known or 
readily available to help with the mental battles all the men dealt 
with or, the collateral stress their families lived with at home. 

These men may have physically survived the war but they were 
NOT OK. So what did they do? Thinking to protect their families and 
communities, the vast majority stayed 100% silent about all those 
things they had seen and done and which still preyed on their minds 
and health. We now know that with appropriate counselling, 
ƣċũťŔŰŊШƣŸШƚŸůĲŸŰĲШthat they might have been confident would  
understand could have greatly benefited them and their families. 

The condition they returned home in has a diagnosis now and a 
name but back then it did not. So what lesson has this taught us? 
fƣШŔƚШŰŸƽШ§uШƣŸШċĦƣƨċũũǃШċĬůŔƣШƣőċƣШƽĲШċƖĲШŰŸƣШ§uШċŰĬШƣőĲƖĲШ

ċƖĲШƣŸŸũƚШċƻċŔũċĤũĲШƣŸШőĲũƓШƽŔƣőШƣőĲШůċŰǃШċƚƚŸĦŔċƣĲĬШŔƚƚƨĲƚЮ 
Understanding the nature of the problem, retired Army Veteran, 

Keith Payne VC AM, now spends time counselling returned  
servicemen who are sufferers of post-traumatic stress disorder 
indicating how important he believes this issue and cause to be. 
 
fŉЮǃŸƨЮƻŔƚŔƣЮhttps://www.ruok.org.au/findhelp ƣőĲƖĲЮċƖĲЮƚĲƻĲƖċũЮ 
ĬŔǭĲƖĲŰƣЮƚŔƣĲƚЮũŔƚƣĲĬЮƣŸЮőĲũƓЮǃŸƨЮĦőŸŸƚĲЮŉƖŸůЮċЮƖċŰŊĲЮŸŉЮŊƖŸƨƓƚЮċĤũĲЮƣŸЮ
ŸǭĲƖЮċƚƚŔƚƣċŰĦĲЮŉŸƖЮǃŸƨЮŸƖЮƚŸůĲŸŰĲЮǃŸƨЮůċǃЮĤĲЮĦŸŰĦĲƖŰĲĬЮċĤŸƨƣд 

“When someone you love becomes a memory, 
memory becomes a treasure” Author Unknown 

 
Janet Billing 1944-2024  

BILLING  Janet Rosemary, nee Bell,  
late of Goondiwindi, died 10th September aged 
79 years following a long illness. 
Bereavement details: Wife of Leon  
(Slade 1950-1960); Mother of Cathy, Dan,  
Stephen and Gregory (Boris). A private  
family cremation for Jan was followed by a 

Memorial Service at Holy Trinity Anglican 
Church in Goondiwindi 27th September. Jan 

attended St Catharineõs 1959-1962, was a Pro Prefect in 1961, 
School Vice Captain and Slade House Captain in 1962.  
Excelling at breast stroke in the pool, Jan was a member of the 
school swimming team from 1959 when this photo of her was 
taken. Janõs sister, Carol, was at St Catharineõs 1960-1963 and 
was 1963 A Grade Netball Captain and School Sports Captain. 
We are in current contact with both Leon and Carol and our 
thoughts are with them and their families at this time. 

 
Dianne Prosser 1945-2024  
PROSSER Dianne Irine, (Di) nee Miller, late of  
Toowoomba, died 14th September, aged 79 years. 
Bereavement details: Wife of  Rev. Arthur 
Prosser (Decõd); Mother of Mark, Jason and 
Katrina; Grandmother of Jayden.  A funeral  
service for Dianne was held 25th September at  
St James Anglican Church, Toowoomba. 
Dianne was a day student at St Catharineõs  

1960-1963. She sat for Scholarship in 1959 and was a 
Prefect in her Senior year, 1963. 

 
“The song is ended but the memory lingers on” Irving Berlin
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Our Facebook page has 596 members as of September 25, 2024 and is helping keep us better connected 

Members of the Slade Campus Past Students' Association are committed custodians of the history of Slade School 

and St Catharine's Church of England Girls School, and of the two schools which preceded the formation of  

St Catharine's Warwick, St Catharine's Church of England Girls High School,  

Stanthorpe and CEGS Warwick and the Warwick Christian College. Members of the 

Association may include past students and members of staff of Slade School or of  

St Catharine's Church of  England School, or of the St Catharine's Church of  

England Girls High School Stanthorpe, or the Church of England Girls School,  

Warwick or Warwick Christian College and their descendants, past students of  

any other school, who have attended the campus and members of staff of any other  

school, who have attended the campus. 

www. .com

 

David Herbert sent in this photo noting that it comprised a good chunk of the 1967 graduating senior class. As per page 17 of the 
1967 Slade magazine, this is the cadet honour guard for the official opening of Roberts House. Paul Holland is the cadet holding the ceremonial 
sword. The robed cleric, complete with crozier and mitre, is Archbishop Strong of Brisbane, the uniformed army officer is Lt. Col Wilson O.B.E. At his 

left, in black mortarboard, is 
Headmaster, Horace Whybird 
(his first year in the role). The 
group is lined up here on the 
main drive out of the school 
grounds. Barnes House is in 
the background.  
Many of the native eucalypts, 
in the picture, have now been 
removed since, in line with 21st 
century safety standards, like all 
trees of their ilk, the likelihood 
of fallen limbs/termite damage 
represents unacceptable risk 
in a modern school situation.   
Left to right, cadets in the front 
row, we believe are: Geoff Tyson 
(in black glasses from Rabaul), 
John Macdonald (from Ayr), 
Unknown, John Redmond 
(1967 school captain, and at 
time of enrolment, Warwick 
based), Gary Peterson (from 
Mundubbera) David Herbert 
(from Rabaul), Tim Streeten 
CSM (from Maclean NSW), 
Henry Kombega (from Port 
Moresby). The last we heard, 
(via Paul Holland), Henry, who 

is noteworthy, for a spectacular photo of him clearing the high jump bar, is still in Popondetta. Does anybody know any more about Henry after 
school?  
I found the following reference to a Henry Kombega online in a publication titled “Melanesian Journal of Theology” Vol 5, No 1, April 1989 
Page 12. Is anyone able to confirm that this is, (or isn’t) OUR Henry Kombega? 
 
ñHenry Kombegaôs death in 1984, at Isivini, brought many relatives together to share their sorrow. At that time, an old man, Colin 
Ijivi, uttered a chant while crying: O poio ari o ritari vitido poio ari o O ritari vitido poio ari O pikide rare eriri2 
Which means: Migrated boy grew up, was migrated Boy migrated and grew up Wasnôt a right time to depart, but departedò 

https://www.cltc.ac.pg/wp-content/uploads/2016/12/MJT-5-1.pdf 
 
Editor’s Note: Do YOU have any photos you would like to send in so we are all able to share and enjoy them? Don’t be shy! Kinawah is a modern 
interactive medium! 


