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Memorfes are made of this #3

changes in the administration of Slade and St Catharine’s

were about to take place. At Slade, new Headmaster, Horace
Whybird, arrived and set his course as he meant to go on. He had
been Deputy Principal at Ipswich Grammar School and his four
younger children, Kay, Barbara, Bruce and Janine, were all
promptly enrolled at St Catharine’s and Slade.

The new swimming pool at Slade, made possible by a sizeable
bequest from the estate of John William Fletcher, via the Anglican
diocese, was being built. Midway through the year, away at the
southern end of Warwick and well clear of the boys’ school, Sr Lois
was preparing to leave mid year for Community House in Brisbane
to take up her new position as Mother Superior of the Sisters of the
Sacred Advent. Speech and Drama specialist, Sister Angela, took
her place to be in charge at St Catharine’s and some of the ultra
austere measures put in place from 1965 were relaxed a little.

The editorial for the 1967 Slade Magazine noted that 1967 could
be seen as a high tide mark in a long programme of building at
Slade. Old Boys, remembering the school of the 1936 photo, with
little more than Barnes House, the old classroom block and Slade
House, had raised funds to build the Science Block and Memorial
Hall. This was dedicated in 1950 by the Archbishop of Canterbury in
memory of Old Boys who gave their lives in World War Il. In 1961 a
modern classroom block was built followed by the long-awaited
completion of stage two of the Science Block funded by the Slade
Old Boys and a grant from Activities in Education and Research.

Subsequently, the Slade School New Building Appeal resulted
in cash and promises that allowed the commencement of the first
stage of what became Roberts House Mark 2, an all new, much
more contemporary, and fit-for-purpose boys’ dormitory.

The School Council also determined that the standing of the
school would be enhanced if it could house its Headmasters in a
manner befitting their status. And so it came to pass that the new
Headmaster’s residence was built on land spanning two separately
deeded allotments. As the whole area belonged to the school,
having been acquired by the founders when Slade was being
planned, this was not an immediate problem. It did, however,
mean that much further down the track, this residence became a
property that was close to impossible to sell. Nonetheless, this
was a headache for others, as yet in the far distant future. For
now, the Whybird family was comfortably settled in a modern
home built across the road from the new dormitory block.

Looking ahead, and in full realisation that bricks and mortar do
not make a school, the leadership now felt Slade had the facilities
in hand to cope with ever increasing numbers and that the school
motto "Patribus Digni Estote"-Honour our Forefathers-could
be considered justly adopted. What could possibly go wrong?

Meanwhile, St Catharine’s 1967 magazine editorial lamented the
trend of Orders of the British Empire being awarded to members
of a pop singing group and the inventor of the mini skirt!

As THE START OF THE 1967 ACADEMIC YEAR DAWNED, several

TDEL
MOMENTS

Jan 4. Donald Campbell,
is killed trying to beat his
own water speed record.

Feb 3. Ronald Ryan is
last man to be hanged in
Australia, for murdering a
guard while escaping from
prison in December 1965.

Mar 1. The Australian
White Ensign is adopted by
the Royal Australian Navy.

Mar 7. Cambodian Civil
War between the Kingdom
of Cambodia and the Khmer
Rouge begins.

Mar 30. "Sgt Peppers"
album cover photographed.

Apr 12. Australian
Roman Catholic bishops
declare their opposition to
the war in Vietnam.

Apr 20. US Surveyor 3
lands on the moon.

May 7. Aboriginal
Australians to be counted in
the national census after a
referendum and legislation
changing citizenship laws.

May 29. The new
Australian $5 note goes
into circulation.

July 1. The postcode
system is introduced
throughout Australia.

Aug 1. Qantas drops
the word "Empire" from its
name.

Sep 28. Changes to the
South Australian Licensing
act ends the era of the "six
c'clock swill" in Australia.

Dec 17. Prime Minister
Harold Holt disappears
while swimming in heavy
surf at Cheviot Beach near
Portsea, Victoria.
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Editor’s Notes...

IN PREVIOUS WINTER ISSUES OF KINAWAH,

WarwickG unique and colourful "Jumpers & Jazz

in July" festival has featured. This winter Kinawah

will go out ahead of this mainly because we have

such a wealth of content that mention of J&J is

confined to what you see in the masthead on P1!

Part 2 of "10 LifeG Lessons" will now appear in September October.

With the way forward for future issues of Kinawah now in mind, |
have planned a few articles designed to spark interest in our history
and the 100 year celebrations planned for May 2026 in Warwick. In
short, there& plenty to read about in upcoming issues of Kinawah! |
am doing my best to cap each issue at 18 pages or less as | am well
aware that not all of us are necessarily keen or willing readers!

Close to my heart is news recently come to light about Noel Mills,
Slade 1938-44, whose demise, we now know was directly Vietnam War
caused. To read more, turn to pages 6 and 18. We thank Ted Ross and
Eddie Wickham for their due diligence in verifying this information.

It is always a good time to reconnect with past students who have
"fallen off the radar". Richard Simpson, Slade 1970-74, recently
emailed John Farquhar, and has caught us up with some of his
doings after Slade—see P9. Richard mentioned Max Gorringe and
some snippets he found about him—also included on Pg.

As a PS to last yearG story, "Forceful exit from historic maritime
service", we file the next chapter in this saga, P7. A limited edition
publication re Madeline Blyth& father has been compiled by the QLD
Maritime Museum from material supplied by Madeline documenting
Captain Kingsley Eagar& contribution to BrisbaneG maritime past. |
recently contacted the Museum about the possibility of publishing
this as an e-book and they are investigating this avenue. Stay posted!

Sincere thanks to Jacque Baxter and John Bayliss for eulogies they
supplied for Roy Toohey and Roger Frizzell. We are much obliged!
Campbell MacDonald& full page tribute will be in our next Kinawah.

"Revisiting Canning Downs", P12, describes a long ago past for us
while P13 related content, "Looking at Warwick through a very old
lens", shows some fascinating, and quite fine quality, photographs of
Warwick from that era—a window clearly framing the first European
settlement on the Darling Downs. | would dearly love to know if the
"Panorama of Warwick" was photographed from the spot that Slade
eventually occupied—it would be an ideal vantage point for this
purpose. I&@ love to hear what you think.
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J OhnﬂO,S COI'I]QI' S C P S afficial website:

www.scpsawarwick.com
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*
*

02-05-2026 (LABOUR DAY WEEKEND) is Slade centenary weekend so
now is the time to book a room or a great excuse to buy that caravan. COMING UP IN 2024
Re program for the weekend, it is YOUR centenary so put your thinking
J/ caps on and email any suggestions to Martin Taylor and or myself. The July 18-28 20th Jumpers and Jazz
Committee will be having a pre AGM meeting to @hew the fatddBcuss July 23 PNG& Remembrance Day
= the Centenary etc. .

Al t 16-23 Cobb & Co Festival
| The Association donated $3500 to the WCC to assist with some hard landscaping. Here ugus ° o restiva
is a sketch of proposed works with the paths we are assisting with roughed in red. August 18 Vietnam VeteransoDay
[ | Arjd as usual, on a final note, remember to get in touch with your old school mates, September 12 RUOK Day
don@ wait for them to pick up the phone, you do it, it may just make their day.

September 21 SCPSA AGM

Until next time, take care, Johnno

September 22 Spring Equinox

October 11 Warwick Rose Festival
October 21-27 Warwick Rodeo
November 2 Brekky Creek Lunch

November 11 Remembrance Day
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SEIZE
MAY 2 DAY

\\Y EAR3Y/

N

2024 Brekky Creek Lunch

16" ANNUAL GATHERING FOR

Slade/St Catharine/WCC Past Students
2 Kingsford Smith Drive - Breakfast Creek. 4020

:|ea|d pJeyory

O Purchase your own drinks and meals

5 i e e v O Partners etc. are more than welcome
J T

Saturday, November 2
11.00 AM FOR LUNCH O Catch up with old classmates in a relaxed atmosphere

ne-jau-puodbiq@|ea|a.

9€¢C Lvv Lvv0
rd LIYINOJ c¢IHOW MONX O1 LNYM

O No speeches or formal proceedings
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Term 2 Highlights at 70 Horsman Rd
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What vou safids hearine back from our readers
our contriions s slways aregresty sppreciated. [/ 1968 Cobb & Co Coach Odyssey

As we have noted in Kinawah already, 2024 is a historic year for
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/4 Gordon Shirley 1956-61 ¢
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Ifeep your face always towards the sunshine and the shadow will fall behind you. wai| t whi t ma

KINAWAH 2024 JULY AUGUST EDITION


http://www.ansto.gov.au/
https://devpolicy.org/prime-ministerial-incumbency-bias-in-png-20220502/

PAGE 6

Roel Mills, Slade 1DR8-1P44s Vietmam casualty

OUR EVER TRUSTY RESEARCHER AND ARCHIVIST, TED ROSS,
EAO &I 0T A 1Ax ET & O3IADEAT O
Noel Mills./ OO O A A IN6eIREgindRiBohrMills (dec’d)
. 6 Al AOOA Millg N.REI, 1938 Augusd-Becember and
1200423 CHAPLAIN 1944 May-December.t # 1 A A Ol UNodl ivas alvédded A O
THE REV.N. R. J. MILLS Half Colours Football and Athletics 1943 and Football 1944.
ROYAL AUSTRALIAN ARMY OET Oi AO OECED X i MEOAD &
CHAPLAINS DEPARTMENT 'T TT1ETA OAAGAE 1 AA O OF
20=5=1971 AGE 44 i It AR P
' AAEOEI T Al EI A Ol AOEI 1T  AAI
Chaplain Noel Reginald John Mills, Birth Date: 1926-12-23;

Death Date: 1971-05-20 Repatriation General Hospital, Concorde Sydney,
t O A Ailinkss; Btirial Place: Queensland Garden Of Remembrance (Pinnaroo) \\

Area: Wall 3 Wall: 3 Row: K Panel; Final Rank: Major; Conflict/Operation: Vietnam
1962-1975. (AMATCHFOROURDATA) 4 E A 1 E O O E ViGual ®ar ®emoriah 1 A O
, Australia, (https://vwma.org.au/explore/people/654479)ET A1 OAAO OEA Ox
OEi xT DPEAOGAI I OA 1T £ EEI Ai1 AGAOGEI ¢ EEO A :
OE @tEQd 2sEH@TAT8U 1T £ T OOODOOOEOEDRE 'Q'EIA@A\;@

*TET -EI10O OAI AT AAO EEI 1T O AT UOGEETI ¢ AAT 66 EEO ,cE i
OEA (17 SAOCEAHXNDPAWIAWBEMA usswa jRIAG AT OAOEOA DOAI E1
ATA T £80 COCOATEMN AT O ET OERT 648D AAT & ABBO GA o A

OA@O ETOI '"Ti1CIlA 10 Ul OdUietind forhhrdetoksbrvidpdd A O1 AO OA.

“To the veterans ... my message is a simple one: Australia is grateful for your service and sacrifice.

I acknowledge the difficult times that you experienced, but I want this to be clear; your nation is proud of
you, grateful for what you did when your country called on you, and will always remember that sacrifice.
You are part of the Anzac legacy - you inherited it from our forebears, added to it through your service, and
passed it on. From my own experience as a young officer, | know how much I benefited from the experience,
wisdom and tutelage of those who served in Vietnam. Your contribution to the Anzac legacy and the
modern Australian Defence Force should never be overlooked. Lest we forget.”$ AOEA ( OOI1 AL

Dausing to ackmowledge Vietmam VYeteram's Day

TO MARK VIETNAM VETERANS DAY AUGUST 18 Eddie
Wickhamr NAA ?r A SoldierB 8B RA NA k' g Netast N

t AdAF &dr NA ae At N cAAs eR >AnaAdA
Qe % NANDZ >eBkAA uARAAAG BAASr =ADZ NR

ENRNAQON &KAAAdAFs oN dr A AAAdW¥N eR

eAN eR BAAT ¢ AKekAK KeQAandeAr atAa

GNANEAAS g ue MDDZH N QANAEAT &ENAAANrs ae

SOLDIER

I was that which others did not want to be.
I went where others feared to go, and did what others
failed to do.
I asked nothing from those who gave nothing, and reluctantly
accepted the thought of eternal loneliness...should I fail.
I have seen the face of terror; felt the stinging cold of fear;
and enjoyed the sweetest taste of a moment’s love.
I have cried, pained and hoped, but most of all,
I have lived times others would say were best forgotten.
At least someday I will be able to say | was proud of
what | was... a soldier.

George L Skypeck
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Timeworm trios loss & pride, penned & preserved

For more about the steam tug Forceful, see 2023 Sep/Oct Kinawah: “Forceful exit from historic maritime service”. This sturdy
little craft starred in many an incident in and out of wartime and was part of the riverscape on Brisbane’s South Bank until safety
concerns saw it taken away for good. The timeworn trio, suggested by the above title is KINGSLEY EAGAR, FORCEFUL, and our
own MADELINE BLYTH. Without Madeline this record would not have been safely preserved as it now is. Lovers of history,
know how critical it is that such stories are written down and conserved while still able to be verified so they are not lost forever.
The account, below right and overleaf, penned as a fond farewell to Forceful, was published in the October Daily Cargo News 2023.

MARITIME HISTORY: STEAM TUG FORCEFUL

MAGINE, if you will, a furious ocean, cyclonic winds, mountainous seas,

and a propellor missing one or more of its blades, unable to push your ship

clear of a rocky lee shore. Out of the pitiless darkness comes a glimmer of
hope. A small, furiously smoke-belching, bouncing, rolling, cork-screwing,
searchlit, bobbing toy of a vessel, the insect like deckhands aboard her
attempting to throw a tow line to your stricken, labouring vessel.

This was the very scene that greeted the more than 100 passengers and
crew aboard the E & A liner Arafura, at 0200 on 1 March 1929, when the
ocean-going steam tug Forceful appeared out of the murk to replace
the Coringa, whose steering gear had failed and, swamped by huge waves,
retired after the tow line parted.

It took the hard-working crew on Forceful another 11 hours to secure
their tow, made even more difficult because Arafura’s engines had now
stopped. The violence of the sea state again caused the tow line to part at
0600 the following day. Soon resecured, for the next two days, Forceful towed
the stricken and now engine-less liner all the way from off Gladstone
down to Brisbane, preventing the loss of the vessel and saving all those
aboard from near-certain death.

_ Later in her much-storied life, commissioned as HMAS Forceful, she

as requisitioned during WWII by the Navy for use as a tug in Fremantle,

gNFente é, fore sailing north to Darwin where she rescued the aircrew of a downed

bomber, and later still, rescued several more aircrew while stationed in the

SCPSA HONORARY LIFE MEMBER No 13, Torres Strait, assisting with the logistics of the Allied pushback of the
MADELINE BLYTHRENORNAA &' Of N ese gres n Papua New Guinea.

3P,
N N 9 e A EA N S war F,Qr e uprstiypeg fo h ymer life as a commercial tug in the
n : r,\ll A Q dae;—‘AEﬁTr A 05:1?: rq, B (IJ\BI Q." B rAN 5 dé f%’%%f) ré Bef Slz\e retge% a gall?n 0112 Iady of the Brisbane waterfront,
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TADNAGANR SNAK LAeSA e sip 1970, dﬁthepfollﬂwn%g Asar, ]%\e%?;ns the founding exhibit of the newly
KNNA A AdeENANrr WeA?AnNNa fomed we%@sla@di\éaﬂme RYBNMM: ,
12¢N?B Rec A feeDZ' necadeA She eq Germegneed p nepdly Neeiting and intriguing tourists, both
éocal nd international, on day trips on the river and out to the Bay Islands
or the ne?EES years until, at the grand old age of 80, she was unable to
pass the modern, more stringent safety regulations (required if she was to keep plying her wares and taking tourists afloat), and
was retired from active steaming to her berth at QMM on Southbank.
ISSUES ARISE: And there she sat for a further 15 years until maritime safety officials became concerned at her advancing
age, and the condition of her hull plating, and requested an up-to-date survey to confirm she was still safe to be afloat on the river.
At 295 tonnes and 38 metres long, Forceful is a big lump of steel to be floating loose on the river and could have become a
serious risk had she broken away from her moorings. Once hauled from the river for her survey inspection she was found to be
in far worse condition than some had thought. While initially committed to returning Forceful to her berth at Southbank, the
MSQ directive that she no longer berth there due to safety concerns, led QMM on a long and fruitless search for an alternate
mooring or berth. continued overleaf..

®etemnasnosnnne kr EAYdDZA
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Finally, and tragically, after 30 months on the
hardstand, bleeding money at the rate of up to $700
per day, her custodians at the QMM had no choice
but to accept there was no solution other than to
order her immediate demolition.

Faced with saving Forceful or saving the

Class % full or %2 empty 2

gterN nNen&AN Ste tAWN nANAA remetionside/r dantgNg
NWNeErDBY¥ Nr ANADZ Ae kKN t AnndNaE&R t NAAAt ¢ N
eAt Ners oNa&N AceN reBN kKNANRdAr R nerdna
Be &N T A practiceebeing more positive R cet8d, DZ t NAAAt s e &F

museum, they made the obvious and sensible
choice, and so Forceful’s fate was decided.

VALE

But in the end, Forceful was just a humble tugboat.
Her epitaph, if ever a gravestone were possible,
should read:

"The Last Ocean Going Steam Tug Boat
in the Southern Hemisphere:19258 2023"

Alas, such is not to be. By the time you read this,
she will be gone. Disembowelled, her expensive
copper pipes removed from her capacious boiler
rooms. The harmful asbestos lagging around her
boilers carefully removed. Her pumps, whistles,
lifeboats and other bric-a-brac removed to provide
static exhibits at the museum.

But her cheerful chuffing and her deep-throated
steam hooter will be heard no more along the
Brisbane River. She is gone. Like so much of our
history deemed irrelevant to the bright, shiny
future of tomorrow. She is gone. Her tall smoke-
stack puffing steadily, the grey wisps of smoke
dissipating in the onshore breeze, gone from the
river forever.

Vale, Steam Tug Forceful. Thank you for your
service.

Daily Cargo News is a monthly Australian shipping,
trade, transport and logistics focused magazine,

HOW DO POSITIVE THOUGHTS AND EMOTIONS HELP?

B We all know that positive thoughts and emotions help you feel better, but
they also do some other pretty cool things. They help you:

¢ improve your memory and attention

¢ take in more information and hold several ideas in your mind at once

¢ understand how different thoughts relate to each other

¢ handle tough situations more easily

Positive thoughts and emotions help open you up to new possibilities.
You're better able to learn and build on your skills.

Thatleads to doing better on tasks and tests.

HOW CAN | BE MORE POSITIVE?

B Building habits that encourage you to think and feel more positive can help
you be more satisfied and have fewer unwanted feelings. This is especially
important if you're already dealing with a lot of negative emotions like fear,
sadness, anger, frustration, or stress. Everyone has negative thoughts and

feelings sometimes, but try to look on the bright side much as you can.

Try these tips:

Notice and name any positive emotions you feel during the day.
Track them in a list to be more aware of positive feelings you experience and
situations or activities that cause them. For example, you might feel proud when
you answer a question right, joyful when your dog or cat does something
funny, or loved when a parent shows up at your game.

At the end of each day, try to find at least 3 good things that
happened to you. This trains you to notice positive things and encourages
you to do more stuff that causes positive emotions.

Pick a positive emotion and make it stronger. Let’s say you choose

published by Daily Cargo News Pty Ltd. First published confidence. What helps you feel confident? How can you get more of that

in 1891 as Daily Commercial News, Daily Cargo News feeling? You might give yourself a "Yes, I can!" pep talk before a test. Or mayhe

i s Australiabs longest ru Yotk étaﬁ]l(gup ﬁrﬁiéhéet%ﬁd%&iwal'ﬂjﬁgv{’lﬁ'oﬁg"i’l thEHalls i% & confidint way,
itis stated in Wikipedia feeling strong. Think of positive emotions as muscles you should exercise by
the way you look at things and what you do.
) Diminutive but mighty, Be grateful. Make an effort to practice gratitude every day. This means

the tugboat, Forceful, pausing to notice and appreciate the things you often take for granted, like
is shown here turning
the much larger cruise
liner, Orion, around in
the Brisbane River.
Image: State Library of
Queensland

having a place to live, food, clean water, friends, family, even computer access.
It's taking a moment to reflect on how fertunate you are when something
good happens — whether it's a small thing or big thing.

Gather reminders of good experiences. Consider making a "positive
box" or folder for things like photos of good times, cards from special people,

and favourite song lyrics. If you have trouble thinking or feeling positive

some days, the box can lead you back to a happier emotional place.

Positive thoughts and emeotions are powerful tools. Se find ways te make

time for them in your everyday life. Try to create room in your day forjoy,

fun, friendship, relaxation, kindness, and gratitude.

ytdr AcnaNechlly teviewed by: Sabrina Gretkierewicz, PhD | ? AN v o

-

|

"There's a difference
between optimism and
hope. Optimism tries to
deny what's happening.
Hope is dealing with bad
news, but still trying to
find that ray of light."

'I'd rather be an
optimist and a fool
than a pessimist
and right.

Hope and optimism aren't just @&

attitudes, they are life strategies. '

Alan Wright, Chaplain
of Baylor Charles A. Sammans Cancer Center

KINAWAH


https://kidshealth.org/en/teens/understand-emotions.html
https://kidshealth.org/en/teens/positive-worksheet.html
https://kidshealth.org/en/teens/stress.html
https://kidshealth.org/en/teens/gratitude.html
https://www.nemours.org/find-a-doctor/50574-sabrina-gretkierewicz-psychology-jacksonville.html
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Makdime comtact with lome "lost" schoolfeMows

A GOOD OLD BLAST FROM THE PAST: :i58atr00rr Ay, uimrerc s
WE CATCH UP WITH RICHARD SIMPSON AT

| - A o

My journey at Slade began in 1970 at Edwards House in the Primary 22&; QZ?,BS " Q ? E;ﬁf\\

where | joined everyone else agyesfithday boy (Roberts House). It was¥ AcN &AAQeAAAQA

a small, clogait group back tfiejust three of us in Grade 5, amidsta_ - !x NgatNe eR At NB

group of eleven older students in the whole Slade primary school. The ~e?ADZ AditN Ae

dedicated Paul (Pluto) Lupton was my teacher for three of those forma EARAAN c NAGQL 11

years, leaving a lasting positive impact on me and my appetite for lear _ ?Qizﬁ; QAQ"AN M A’&? n

and sailing. He was supported by Richard Waite, Mr Mason, Des Dorm "4 OAcGNN& dA ND2 OAn

and John (Claude) Statham. dr A rmA?mczq,eﬂmA ANErs oN tAr =
By 1977, when | was in Grade 7, Edwards House was physically relogatedida de NS¢ eNAQG AR A ce AT Na

the main school campus. The building where we had our lessons has&héeEhaeh? Qe BB® AYABN Y2 1A e AN

transformed into a public toilet facility. That same year brought sigRifi&inf bz N @A A"““ ”“QN“’“R‘ GALRA

changes as Sl ade me r-alelasseswinGrade g : %QQA}{F&Z Z,nth QFN ﬂbNédo’l,\(g

| enjoyed studying Agriculture and Animal Husbandry and the traditi gﬁﬁ ANNE Q14 Rie &g e wadIAE AN

The following years under the tutelage of Russ (Monty) Marshall inGrade 8,e At An AABN Ar at N g

and Sheila McDougal, lan Moreton and others in Grade 9, were filled Withe AR e 2 ANDZ kr Wk EdF AMA

learning and discipline. Their styles were very different, but all were exdeNeAty €?y A AABAI Ahre AnAdéceR

teachers with a kind heart. AN Tdat ALA L keadf QAAK >eance
The Slade leadership of Horace (Horrie) Whybird followed by Ed Ve Pr%&g ! AArt Nt C’;B N g/’\\' 2 g;’ X AN 22 “th’el

as headmasters during my time at Slade shaped many fond merlpoqetse . t A Ao ,\n,\ gecEdA? N rl,l“

especiallhe numerous school and scout camps. | recall Horrie havngsan - >eNN: A2 AQt Nr A RNET

impressive set of canes on show in his office. Thelsinganperiences » AAk AN . ADZ AAT nteaer ae kAQ

stretched our limits and broadened our horizons. Joining a splatieteam. at

was largely a muster of enough people to make the numbers. | enjoyed Rugby,

Cricket and Hockey, but my mediocre sporting talents were at their best in

Swimming, where | used to compete and win the occasional race for the

school. There was nothing quite as motivational as being chanted glongg

race by a gaggle of vocal Slade supporters in the stands. :
In February 1975, my family relocated from Warwick to HamiltofiiiN&s

New Zealand born, and my father was supported of her wish to be clo Q
her family following the death of her father. | continued my schooling i . *

Hamilton at an Anglican school, St Pauls Collegiate School, and theh3wen
to university in New Zealand. 5!

| returned to Queensland in 2013 and brought my family acros
Tasman/e now reside in Paddington, Brisbane. | have several bo
business interests in technology, energy and aerospace. Y

Reflecting on those Slade years, | am grateful for the excellent foundation - I
the school, teachers, and classmates provided. -_—

I look forward to meeting you and others who have shared the SJad,e

Journey and possibly the chance to reconnect with old classmates > MY
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o0 Ye@r Milestome for Slade, Prophetic Eaa!!;@aa!a
THE ANNALS OF SLADE SCHOOL WARWICK 1926-1976

Charles Olsen B.Sc., M.A.C.E. also known as Charlie, was a student at Slade in 1930. Much later he was Science Master L v
at Slade and then Acting Headmaster in 1952. This was when Archdeacon Byam Roberts obeyed the call to go to the \
Martyrs School in New Guinea at the end of 1951 to rebuild it after the catastrophic Mt Lamington eruption in January

of that same year. Charlie left Slade at the end of 1952 and became Headmaster of Ipswich Grammar and then of
Toowoomba Grammar. Following this, he left the private school system and was Assistant Headmaster of Miami State
High School on the Gold Coast from where he retired. Charlie’s book, “The Annals of Slade” printed by the Warwick Daily
News, chronicled the first 50 years of the school’s operation, 1926-1976. Below is the text of the preface which was written by
Byam “Boss”’ Roberts. In many ways much of what was written here, even minus the perspective added by close to the next
50 years, has proved a little prophetic. Charlie died May 1986 at the Gold Coast. “The Boss”’ came to Slade as an ordained
Anglican priest via the Bush Brotherhood and was there 1939-1951 as its longest serving Headmaster. He died in Brisbane
in 1992 and his ashes were then placed in the Martyrs School* chapel in PNG. *Read more about this school next issue!

FIFTY YEARS IS NOT A LONG TIME IN THE HISTORY OF A NATION, even a comparatively young # -

nation like Australia, but it is a long time in the life of a person. So to all of us it seems to be a long time

since the day in 1926 when Slade School was formally declared open, and when the first boys were
enrolled and the work of the school began. Not many can remember it and for them it means a journey
back into youth to recall the excitement of the beginning of a new and important venture and the anticipation
of the future achievements of the school that was that day brought into being after the expenditure of
much effort in preparation for it.

And how much has happened in those fifty years! What a story of achievement and of disappointment,
of ups and downs, of good times and hard times. No one can remember all of them, and as time goes by
memories will fade and the story of those days will be lost. Therefore we are grateful to Charles and Esther
Olsen and others who helped them to recover the memories of the part of Slade School’s history that is
enshrined in these pages, so that the story is set down and will be preserved, so that those who are to come
will be able to know how the school began and how it progressed.

It is important that we should know something of our own background. History can be recorded in
various ways and many people have resentful memories of being bored with accounts of political
manoeuvring and struggles for power by long dead and forgotten figures of the past. But of course that
is not what this book is about. Here we read of events much closer to ourselves, events that involve ourselves.
Here we read the story of the people we know, of events in which we have taken part, of people who have
shared our lives and our interests. It is our own story.

Every one of us is moved when we travel back into a place where we once lived and worked or mentally
revisit those places and those times in which we grew and developed. We relive the joys and the sorrows
of youth, our attempts, our successes, our failures. Each one of them has had its effect on us and it is good for us to recall
those days and to remember all that helped to shape us and to make us what we are.

In this book we are able to make a journey into the past. Not the remote past with which we feel we are not
much concerned, but into our own past. Here we can read of a place which helped to make us and which we
helped to make. Here we can learn of the great efforts made to establish Slade, efforts made by those who
believed with all their heart that such a school could give what was truly needed. There are some who are
well known for their help; there are others who also made a great contribution, but who have largely been
forgotten. It is good that they have been rescued from oblivion. Here is traced the story of Slade’s early days,
of what it was planned to do, and what has been done, and the story of those who had a part in the doing. W

The motto of the school urges us to be worthy successors to those who have gone before us. Here we learn
about the school’s pioneers. May we worthily carry on what they began.

You don’t have fo be great fo start, but you have to start fobegreal. zi ¢ zi g1 a
CAFE ¢« JUICES + CIDER

Open 7 Days
9.30am - 4.30pm

07 4685 2464

.WW-SU"OHW'@pCQ'm~°'P 10 Halloran Drive

Thulimbah

ad). New England Highway
Ref. J6

CAFE OPEN EVERY DAY
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SHARE THIS
STORIC OCCASION ALONGSI
YOUR OLD SCHOO
AY 2nd.......... | v

'l you be joinin@2téos hehpWaewiebkaite this

on-efa—kln1d0,0Ahniversary of the opening 1®@R69%81| ade
Have you thought about others you know and migh
Most of us know of past students who the rest
ti me to get the word out to your own speci

one to remember for years to come for

Send your suggestions today to John (johnfarquhar6oo09@gmail.com) and/or Martin (mmbtaylor@hotmail.com)
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CANNING DOWNS #

~ESTD 1842~

BUILT dwelling on the Darling Downs, is a short distance from

Warwick. Canning Downs pastoral run originally extended south
east to Killarney and the McPherson Range. It was named by the
Leslie brothers after the British statesman, George Canning and its
history is closely tied to that of our schools. No Europeans actually
settled on the Darling Downs for several years since at the outset,
Moreton Bay was a penal colony and no-one was allowed within
fifty miles of Brisbane without special permission. This caused
obvious operational problems for farmers since they were unable
to send their produce to Brisbane or to bring in essential supplies.

The fertile lands around the upper reaches of the Condamine
River was a prime location to build a homestead for early settler/
squatter, Patrick Leslie. The station was first declared 7th July 1840 in
the name of Walter Leslie. The Leslie brothers have been described
das poor managers of this and various other holdings and left Canning
Downs not long afterwards. The Hon. J. D. Macansh, purchased
Canning Downs Estate in 1875 and then moved to QLD from NSW.
He became part of the Legislative Council in 1886 and served in that role
until his sudden death in the middle of a meeting of the Glengallan
Divisional Board in 1896. The name, Macansh, as we are aware, is
closely linked with Slade: Rowland Macansh (1861-1943) was one
of the founders of the two Anglican schools in Warwick.

The story below, sourced from Trove and published 07/04/1877
in Australian Town and Country Journal (Sydney 1870-1919) gives us
a glimpse of a long ago past and fascinating slice of history—
oodles here to absorb and relate to for those sufficiently interested.

As best can be determined, the name of the author is unknown.

@ ANNING DOWNS HOMESTEAD, THE FIRST EUROPEAN-

A VISIT, TO CANNING DOWNS, QUEENSLAND 1877

I LEFT Brisbane on a fine clear morning, and after a pleasant journey
on the narrow-gauge railway through Ipswich, up the romantic Great
Dividing Range to Toowoomba and the Darling Downs, then over
undulating plains and waving meadows, towards evening arrived at
the railway terminus at Warwick, 165 miles from Brisbane.

Canning Downs station is two and a half miles from Warwick, and
it being a fine moonlight night, we rode through the township, and
on its borders entered the lodge gates, shown in the sketch herewith.
After a pleasant canter through the bush, on emerging
there from, and skirting a plain, we arrived at the

homestead.

The weather, though intensely hot in
Brisbane, was so bracingly cold here S R
that we were glad to see a cosy firein | =

the dining-room. Thermometer stood
at about 40°[F-4.4°C] and height
above the sea was 3500 feet.

The next day being Sunday, we
attended church in Warwick. The church
is a pretty edifice, well built of free-
stone, and with neatly filled up interior.
Warwick, I learnt from a directory, is a
municipal town on the River Condamine,
contiguous to the border of New South Wales. It has been
described as the prettiest, healthiest, and most attractive inland town in
the colony of Queensland, with broad straight, rectangular streets.

KINAWAH

The principal street is called Palmerin Street. Warwick is
the present terminus of the southern railway, and contains a
population of upwards of 3000. The municipality has 46 miles
[74km] of streets, and the value of rateable property is over
£200,000. Cobb & Co.'s coaches run daily to Stanthorpe, the
capital of the tin mines.

Warwick has two newspapers, and three or four churches,
all neat and substantial buildings. The Warwick Hospital is a
showy edifice in appearance, more like a gentleman's private
residence than a hospital. It is situated on the border of the
town, is constructed of brick and stone, and has the reputation
of being one of the best managed institutions of the kind in
Queensland. The School of Arts is fairly patronised, and has
a library of about 1700 volumes. The post and telegraph
office is an excellent two-storied stone building, adjoining
the courthouse, which is constructed of brick, and presided
over by an able police magistrate. Branches of the principal
banks, fine, well conducted hotels, stores, mills, &c., supply
the wants of the town and district. The district of Warwick
has been long famous for its wheat growing capabilities, the
yield sometimes averaging 40 bushels to the acre.

A farm on Canning Downs is rented to an industrious man,
which yielded last year 40 bushels to the acre on 100 acres,
which the farmer sold for £1000, besides getting a large
additional sum for his straw. The mineral resources—gold,
copper, and coal—of the district are being slowly but steadily
developed The climate is unsurpassed for salubrity.

Canning Downs was one of the first stations taken up on the
Darling Downs. The Leslies, I understand, were the first
proprietors, and after passing through several hands, it was
purchased by Mr J. D. Macansh, then owner of Gurley,
Liverpool Plains, N.S.W., for a large sum. Canning Downs is
a magnificent station, or rather estate, for nearly the whole of
the 62,000 acres of rich black and volcanic soils, open plains
and grassy downs are purchased and secured. It is watered by
the Condamine River and by several creeks

The estate is fenced in with wire and split rail top fences. It
carries 40,000 sheep, merinos, and half-breed Leicester's,

besides a thousand head of cattle, and a number of horses.

The woolshed and washpool, close together, about

three miles from the homesteads, are of an

effective character, hot water wash, soak

and high pressure spouts. Mr Macansh is

forming a nice little stud, amongst

which are many sires and mares of
high degree. AT&CJ Sydney

A long-time feature at Slade, the gong

-style school bell, positioned so as to

be heard everywhere at 70 Horsman Rd
came originally from Canning Downs. Yet
another Canning Downs connection for us
was the building fondly remembered as
White House, formerly, Mie Gunyah, one-time
home of Thomas Macansh, previous owner of Canning
Downs. White House, aka School House, served as chapel/
dormitory/classrooms when our CEGS opened in 1918.



https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Darling_Downs
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Warwick,_Queensland
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Killarney,_Queensland
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/McPherson_Range
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Condamine_River
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Condamine_River
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Patrick_Leslie
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Lookfime at w@!rw!e;!s !;!ama,ag!m a very old lems

Second St Mark@ Church of England; visible in
the background is the first wooden church
1872 fotonail.com

Panorama of Warwick 1877 fotonail.com

Lands Office 1877 fotonail.com
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REPURPOSING DISUSED LESLIE DAM CAMP SITE?
THE SALE OF THIS SOUTHERN DOWNS RECREATION FACILITY has been
halted in a proposal from council to mitigate a growing homeless population.
Owned by the QLD government, Camp Leslie Dam was intended to be listed
for sale in May, after being initially offered to Southern Downs Regional
Council for its consideration in February.

Camp Leslie Dam was a former school recreation site leased by YMCA
Brisbane, which hosted school groups at the sprawling location featuring
200 beds, kitchen facilities and outdoor activities such as kayaking, abseiling
and archery. However, the site has been unused since its lease ended in 2020
after the impacts of Covid saw the lease surrendered and an independent
review deemed the facility no longer viable as a recreation camp.

We now wait to see what the outcome of deliberations will ultimately be.

DISCARDED BATTERY DANGER AND WARNING
DON’T BIN THEM: BATTERY FIRES RISE is the heading which appeared
in a recent Chronicle snippet, the text of which is reproduced below.

Emergency services are being called out to as many as four battery-related
fires a day, new figures show.

And poorly discarded batteries are causing more than 1000 fires a year in
the waste and recycling sectors. In NSW last year there were 272 battery
fires, with 71 starting in small portable devices, while fires sparked by
e-bikes and e-scooters caused 20 injuries.

While items bought online from overseas that don& meet Australian safety
standards are partly to blame, ignorance about the correct disposal of
batteries is also a factor.

A national survey showed 23% of Australians erroneously thought old
batteries and rechargeable devices could be put in kerbside bins, while 46%
were unaware drop-off facilities for spent batteries were available at retail
outlets such as Bunnings and Aldi.

In March, Fire and Rescue NSW battled four battery-related blazes in one
day, including one in a garbage truck.

Waste management company, Cleanaway, which commissioned the survey,
said it experienced at least one fire per week across its network.

When people don& know where to take their batteries or devices, or simply
think it& too hard, they often end up incorrectly in our household bins,
causing fires or explosions that ultimately put lives in danger, we are
warned. We hope better awareness and a more pro-active approach will be
reflected in future statistics and that we will all benefit from this heads-up.

STEAM LOCOMOTIVES RUNNING AGAIN ON DOWNS TRACKS

THE "DOWNS EXPLORER'" is aiming to provide a unique heritage railway
experience on the Darling Downs and Granite Belt through the operation of
its tourist railway. The "Downs Explorer" is based at the site of Warwick®&
former historic Locomotive Depot in Hamilton Street Warwick QLD. Now
called the Warwick Railway Precinct, it is the operations base for its C17

Steam and DH45 diesel locomotives and its vintage carriage fleet.

The "Downs Explorer" offers a range of heritage rail experiences through
some of the most picturesque countryside in Australia with regular tours
from Warwick to Stanthorpe, Wallangarra, Clifton, Wheatvale, Hendon and
Toowoomba, plus special long weekends to Miles, Goondiwindi and
Tenterfield, NSW.C2 NJ FdzNI KSNJ Ay F2 NI G A2 )/dzEI 2

>
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MEANWHILE, JUST A BIT FURTHER NORTH

RESTORED 1914 STEAM LOCOMOTIVE 106 made it back
onto the tracks in early May, and ran full steam ahead out
to DownsSteam and Tourist Railway and Museum.

Steam Loco No. 106 was written off the books on 28th May
1964, having clocked up 1,134,533 miles (1.8 million km)!
Now, 60 years later, back in her hometown and re-named the
"Pride of Toowoomba", DownsSteam's talented and committed
team of volunteers have restored No. 106 to operational
order, once again able to renew the pleasure of roaming the

Darling Downs and the
Granite Belt behind a steam
locomotive proudly built and
restored in Toowoomba!
Question: What is the oldest
surviving steam locomotive
still running?

A n s wPaffing Billy, here at
left and built 1 8 138 1b4
colliery viewer William Hedley,

“ f&w@@@&m PRI FBINE o |
‘ lacksmith Timothy Hackworth
for Christopher Blackett, the
owner of Wylam Colliery

near Newcastle upon Tyne,
in the United Kingdom. And,

what a curious coterie of skills
and occupations of a bygone age underlined above, this truly is!

SUCCESS IS NOT FINAL,
FAILURE IS NOT FATAL:

IT IS THE COURAGE TO
CONTINUE THAT COUNTS.

[11Y24nY) UOISUIM


https://downsexplorer.org.au/warwick-locomotive-depot/
https://downsexplorer.org.au/east-warwick-railway-station/
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Numerous trophies and bags and bags of ribbons
from Pony Club and Camp Draft wins from venues all over Queensland
are abundant evidence of Roy’s ability to make horses perform.

a Prefect. However alud itealreeme mmer cathhpcdlr
and Lorna being call MdsfromeSEadat tR@wa u sl
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badge. Nevertheless tRhRey cmacageéed happbéaad t
in there for the yeawoul d stay with the h
After school, Roy sgpeetntpitcikneed iump tome t Gel fv
Carpentaria workimgeovantQLDNEmat owsns.troph
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Bundaber g"m F%d.rHildse ya Hi8l iitny atrod brriechddr lmd t s ewsi nlsasf rom venue

s the middle chbednofledackbaddakomnal easuampl e evidence
Toohey. Hi s sistertoEwadatzalh.et h, was o} to make horses
years older and Jul i owr plegeddsRxghp aﬂ.sealgataerand Sparrow wer
At thame the f@ombhgobbaedNaat ves Foot%@tyl h@dubahe prestigious
a catrbolperty out5|deBMndahmryalwdﬂ|Iemawzo|rh|gngaf|fn(.‘|urp||try 1\,9|69hf‘|n|
Roy attended erlatmha/alfeamSqulmsetE)cphoo te”"a f.eat fo
until Year 7. F@®l|1obvithaghemyrhd sf iflap hyer§ s and Idn091®76 HieS won
steps, Roy attended RbgdmaSchedchﬁalmmpe/f;11936t|0rPrborségrk Gal den
812. Here he excel |l Brdi sabtanel lantdhiEm srb nSouveni nd ag
school work and behMaiyoul9nbdt sAonn@gEh'égldet ésdQ%gWI?eau Ri v
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Wi Be the things you loved most §9
about the people who are gone.

- Lori Deschene
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Roger loved all his children, introducing them to the things
he loved: fishing at Fraser Island, horse riding, motorbikes and engines,
especially the art of building and rebuilding an engine.

married and made thefamiwhy obhcki ¢oeBrimdmamae
where Roger fouBd Coocimlearwat | Bt Ad®®4 Roger an
Muf er Shop with NoelBenhuw. gMaikcikilgy tthedamd x
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“When someone you love becomes a memory,
memory becomes a treasure”! OOET O 51 ET 1 x

Campbell MacDonald 1941-2024
MACDONALD Camp b el |
Ridgepassed away 28Vlay aged 82 years.

David, |

" Bereavement details: husband of Rose; father and

& and Grace; Gunny to his grandchildren, Claire,
Mi Hannah and AiderMo ur ner s at
closed formal proceedings with some expert whip
cracking.Campbell and his twin brother, Jock, attend&dde

Oﬂp. fatherin-law of Shane, Nel and Kevin, Corrie
Toowoombarth June, heard about his extensive
community involvement. Younger brother, Angus

195557 and Angus was there 198B. A full page obituary in

honour of Cam will appear in the September October Kinawah

Joan Waldon 1930-2024
WALDON Joan Marcia, nee Taylor, late of
Northgate,and formerlyof Dalby, passed away
peacefully 28 May at Prince Charles Hospital,
aged 94 years. Bereavement details: wife of Ray,
deco6d,;
Narelle,Jennifer, Geoffrey and Mary, Neil and
Glenda;grandmother and greagrandmother.
Family and friends
in the Garden Chapel, Albany Creek Memorial Park,
Bridgeman Downs,®8J une. Joan was -4b6t
and was one of that group of tried and true girls who
survivedthe many harshealities of war time conditions at
boarding schoolThis theme was plainly uppermost in the
mindsof everyone at that time. The 1944 school magazine,
The Sagamentions theVl Form Discussion Group meeting
which had been foll ofwiwmag t h
then?6. There is a greatly
ladies remaining now and we very much appreciate the many
valuable and widely diverse contributions they all have made
throughout their long, eventful and productive lives.
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Roberts House Version 1 made way in 1968 for the newer design
most of us are familiar with. This is now a classroom block, bright,
airy, up-to-the-minute and a thoroughly modern learning space.

EALotenb6s editorial in the 1968
of those things that were part and parcel of living together in the
school dormitory environment t|

0As one watched the ol d Robe!
middle, disappearing down Weewondilla Road on the top of a
truck, one half one week, one half the following week, one was
conscious of the fact that this was the end of an era, a termination
of history. One boy was heard to murmur rather pensively as the
open side of the house passed him by and he looked into the

naked rooms, o0and | used to |
the centre of life for many people.
Dozens of boys have no doubt

as a temporary home; have asserted their individuality there;
have fought and argued, laughed and cried; have slept there in
the satisfaction of success or lain awake in the bitterness of
homesickness have in fact, enjoyed life there as we all enjoy it
and endured it when enjoyment was not possible.

0The order changeth, yieldin:
became too shabby to stand beside its bright new namesake. We
have little time to cast longing lingering looks behind, and not

atten dVS;}amUShotoaSHaéeJW the fuiuge either.

e present absorbs us, andit’is rlght thatit should @6 so.
oOkgthigpt né(6§ié’z? seek remuner a;
present ralses the prese
slip away from the h|II and turn back to live out the final weeks
of this year of 1968 at Slade.

For some of us it is the final year, but whether it is the first
year or our last year or any other year here, we have all been

Rarg,af the s wgosoklsfllffa f an agtiye schqpl,and we have all been
% 8”tsg’eﬂﬁ??%s and H“l’mpfi disgrpqintmeny and,

frustratlon hope and despair, boredom and excitement; for these
are the elements of life. Naturally there have been mlstakes,
failures and maladjustments, for we are all human and we are all
individuals; the miracle is that we live as harmoniously as we do
with so few rules, so little coercion.

Some of our mistakes may be hinted at in these pages. Though
it is more usual to record successes. The old motto that used to
appear on sundials wa$1oras non numero nist serenas” the
Latin scholars of Grade 8 wil
count only the sunny hourso.

Whether it is the sunny hours or the cloudy ones that find
expression here, we hope our readers will get the impression of a
happy and successful school, though our success may not always
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Members of the Slade Campus Past Studeékgsociation are committed custodians of the histofySlade School

and St Catharin's Church of England Girls School, and of the two schools which preceded the formation of
St Catharinés Warwick, St Catharin's Church of England Girls High School,
Stanthorpe and CEGS Warwick and the Warwick Christian College. Membéhng o
Warwick  Association may include past students and members of staff of Slade Schoo
e St Catharinés Church of England School, or of the St Cathaisn&hurch of
England Girls High School Stanthorpe, or the Church of England Girls Sch
Warwick or Warwick Christian College and their descendants, past students of
any other school, who have attended the campus and members of staff of any Find us on

school, who have attended the campus. Facebook

Check us out
on the Web:
WWWscpsawarwick.co
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“  Our Facebook page has 577 members as of June 20, 2024 and is helping keep us better connected
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