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Our Adventurers from the North 

 

       
Jon Stephenson, geologist who crossed the Antarctica in 1955 and reached within 

500m of the K12 summit in the Himalayas, sadly passed away May 24, 2011. Read 

his obituary on P.8   

Natalie Ferris raised $8 100 for prostrate cancer research by jumping from an 

aeroplane attached to a parachute and a good looking young man. Report on P.5 

 

A WORD FROM OUR PRESIDENT 

 

 
Even though Helen and I had declared our positions vacant we decided to continue 
on as secretary and president for another year as no one else put their hand up for 
the jobs!  Ray is interested in being President but would rather wait another year 
due to his health.  Ray and I have both retired in the last week. Also Helen and I 
thought it best to continue on until we know what is going to happen to Slade 
School.  It is easier for us to go to the meetings and we have a fair idea of what is 
happening.  The SLADE lives again committee is continuing on with the feasibility 
study.  It was passed at the meeting that we would help them financially with that. 
So my final message (which I put in every newsletter) is please jot down all your 
memories of school or let us knows what you are doing and where you are so we 
have news for our newsletter.  You need to write them down before you forget them 
or maybe if we do leave it until we are in our 90’s – all that we remember is our 
childhood. 
Enjoy the rest of winter- the frosts should be bringing back memories of us all lining 
up in the sun waiting to go into breakfast. 
                        
Margaret Stewart - President 

 
Ray Dickson had organized a lovely weekend for our 
AGM.  The North Queensland Group was great taxiing us 
all to and fro from different venues.  First of all we were 
collected at the airport (we all seemed to have different 
flights) and taken to the Mercure Hotel which had a 
tropical theme that we all enjoyed. I think the weekend 
was the coldest ever experienced by the Townsville folk 
so we southerners had to go and buy some warm 
clothes. 
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Our archivist, Ted Ross, was 
able to supply the names of 
the teachers with Eddie Prince 
in the staff photo printed in the 
last issue of Kinawah. 
Back Row – Graeme 
Johnston, Chas Carrie, John 
Farmer, Dougall Ethell, Tim 
Roberts, Robert Dawson, Paul 
Stevens 
Middle Row – Anne Roberts, 
Janice Hoffman, Audrey Gliori, 
Lyn Munro, Jenny Tritton, 
Hiliary Prince (Eddie’s sister), 
Adele Free, Joan Nordstrand, 
Front Row – Elsie Wirth, 
Karen Mauch, Graham 
Dorman, Edward Prince, 
Joyce McKeen, Rita Berge, 
Rayle Testa 
 
Some points of interest from 
this photo:  
Hilary (Eddie’s sister) is in it.  I 
met her at the 1988 reunion 
weekend. 
Lyn Munro – my mother went 
to a retirement home in Miss 
Vale.  Lyn was a patient there 
in low care suffering with MS.  
She later moved to the nursing 
home for the institution at 
Bowral.  Do not know if she is 
still alive. 
Rita Berge or Rita Phillips as 
she was in her school days 
was in a class ahead of me at 
Tenterfield High School.  I 
often threatened that I would 
get a school photo and put it in 
Kinawah – much to her horror. 
Thanks Ted. 

REUNION REPORTS 

 

1970s Reunion. 
On Sunday 15th May a 
"reunion" BBQ was organised 
for some of the boys that 
attended Slade in the 70's. 
Paul Munn, Nigel Faulkner, 
Cris Roy, John Farquhar and 
Anthony Bernays attended 
John's home at Burleigh 
Waters. 
Paul, Nigel, Cris and John 
attended 74-78 (John also 
attended Grade 7 at 
Glennie Heights in 1973); 
Anthony was two years ahead 
of us. The last time 
that this group got together 
was in 2003 when another 
past student Leanne Smith 

was instrumental in organizing the 25 year re-union for the Class of 
‘78 in 2003 at Slade School. Our 35 year reunion will be 2013 so we 
plan to spread the word about that re-union. 
A number of other students that expressed an interest, but couldn't 
make this BBQ, are keen to organize another lunch. It was agreed 
that we would continue to work on contacting more of our fellow 70's 
students and attend the Annual Brekkie Creek re-union in November. 
I commented to the boys that is was very hard to believe that we first 
met 37 years a go!       
Thanks to John for organizing the lunch. 

 
From the left - Paul Munn, Nigel Faulkner, Cris Roy, John Farquhar 
and Anthony Bernays.  
Perhaps what we have here, is the beginning of an annual ‘get- 
together for the 70s students’ – 3

rd
 Sunday in May? 

 

AGM Reunion Weekend: 

As suggested several AGMs ago, the AGM and Reunion weekend 
moved to Townsville this year allowing those Past Students from the 
North to attend a meeting. A great bunch of about 30 folks, hoping to 
escape the winter chills of the south, gathered for a great weekend, 
but the winter chills followed them up so hopes of donning summer 
gear were dashed.  
Ray had organised a bus trip around Townsville to initiate the visitors 
with his delightful city on the Saturday afternoon.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Eric & Marion Hassall joined Ray, Margaret Stewart, Joan & Bruce 
Campbell and Peter Moloney to view Townsville from on high. 
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Bruce Mauch and Margaret 
Stewart meet Dallas Foster for 
the first time at Natalie’s. 
 

After this we gathered at 
Natalie Ferris’ home for some 
home hospitality. The weather 
was so cold we put on every 
piece of warm clothing we 
had.  
The local caterers had nibblies 
out ready for us when we 
arrived and we had wine (even 
some with Slade School 
labels) to complement the 
cheeses etc. Following a two 
course meal those present 
enjoyed the ‘mixing’ 
questionnaire and trivia 
questions. Comments such as 
“Oh, what did I get for Junior 
French?”; “I’d forgotten you 
were in Crothers House” and 
“Did you really come to school 
by train?” floated thick and fast 
around the room. About 30 
attended the dinner so five 
teams of a mixture of past 
students in each were 
organised for the trivia. The 
lack of a suitable CD player 
meant the music trivia was cut 
short but that meant more time 
for catching up. The winning 
team members received a 
bottle of wine as did Natalie for 
hosting the night. 
It was a fun night with Helen 
and I hoping that everyone 
became acquainted with all of 
the past students, many of 
whom hadn’t been to a 
reunion before.  

 
Ray and Jenny Dickson and Kay 
McDonald at Tom’s Tavern. 

 
On Sunday night we all met at 
a local hotel for dinner. Again 
we were all taxied to the 
venue in private cars. We 

were given a room to ourselves, which meant we could all get up and 
mix with one another again.  By then all present had become good 
friends and the conversations were getting louder and louder.  We 
presented Ray with a voucher to come back for ‘a dinner for two’ 
another night. 
Margaret Stewart 

Magnetic Island 

 
It was probably the coldest morning Townsville had experienced for 
several years, but that made it a glorious day by any standards.  The 
crossing from the mainland to Magnetic Island was perhaps one of 
the most tranquil trips by sea I’ve ever made.   
 
To make it even  
more rewarding  
was the presence  
of one, Barry  
Woodworth, and  
his best mate from  
Slade days, Fred  
Nussey.   
 
 
For Barry, this was never going to be an easy trip. Confined to a 
wheel chair after a couple of strokes and the loss of a perambulatory 
appendage, he and Fred were undaunted despite the lack of 
wheelchair facilities aboard the ferry to the famous isle so erroneously 
named by Capt James Cook because his compass went awry off its 
shores.  Barry found shelter on the aft deck, as the doors were too 
narrow for the wheelie to enter the enclosed upper lounge.  
Regardless, Barry enjoyed a smooth and scenic voyage across the 
strait between Townsville and Magnetic Island on a glassy glistening 
sea with its backdrop of tropical islands.   
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On arriving at our destination, 
the bus was also found to be 
lacking the necessary 
equipment to load and secure 
a wheel chair despite earlier 
notifications of the need.  Our 
bus driver, a friendly native of 
Canada who had settled on 
the island several years 
earlier, apologetically returned 
to base and before long, 
returned with a more suitable 
vehicle, but the challenge was 
only beginning.  As the 15 or 
so SSPSA tourists travelled 
from beautiful bay to gorgeous 
cove around winding roads to 
the lilting North American 
accent of our driver, Barry was 
doing a waltz around the back 
of the bus in his wheelchair 
every time the bus turned 
another corner.  There were 
no restraints in the section of 
the bus where Barry was 
parked in his new and still 
unfamiliar conveyance and the 
brakes were not all that 
efficient, so Barry swung this 
way and that to the screech 
and rattle of the stowed lift 
mechanism that had 
previously managed to convey 
him aboard.  After several 
attempts by handymen and 
jackaroos, Eric Hassel finally 
managed to silence the 
contraption while Fred and 
Barry wrestled the wheel chair 
under control.   All the while, 
Paul, our driver, continued his 
travelogue pointing out the 
various developments and 
features of the island.  We 
passed rock formations that 
provided a natural and 
unusual architecture to the 
island; a beautiful 18 hole golf 
course that counted six golfers 
as a crowd, banks of solar 
panels that would grow one 
day to provide all the power 
required by the islands 
infrastructure; beaches that 
featured clear tropical waters 
and amenities that would 
satisfy the rich and famous to 
others that remain secluded, 
uninhabited and therefore 
prized by the less well heeled 
nature lover.  We walked 
along a boardwalk over fresh 
water lagoons featuring 

beautiful water flowers and the largest paperbark trees I had ever 
seen.  There was evidence of new developments that had stalled, 
leaving blocks of land for building reduced from a quarter of a million 
dollars to a few thousand.  There was evidence of resort 
developments stalled due to resistance by conservationists, 
government bureaucracy and lack of planning.  Indeed, the relocation 
of the ferry terminal to a new artificial harbour has not only led to the 
erosion of a bay but virtually wiped out all the businesses that once 
bordered the original arrival point of the island’s visitors.  We enjoyed 
a morning tea at the Four Season’s resort and later fed the fish and 
rock wallabies at the old ferry terminal.  Though the breeze had 
picked up by the time we left, the trip back was pleasant enough.   
All in all, we had a great morning on the island though I suspect Barry 
was glad to be back on a firm ground.  Somehow the sharing of these 
little adventures brings us that much closer together and I find it 
always rewarding to meet past students for the first time as each 
adds that bit more to the history and meaning of our little association. 

Paul Holland 

Unfortunately our size restriction for downloading items onto the 

website prevents me from adding more photos here, but if you’d like 

to view more please check out ’reunions’ on  the website.  

 

COMMITTEE REPORT 

Minutes of the 2011 AGM held in Townsville, Sunday June 12 
Margaret welcomed everyone and thanked those who had travelled a 
long way to be there. She also thanked Ray Dickson and Natalie 
Ferris for the work they have done towards the weekend. 
Present: Viva McCauley, Geoff McCauley, Ray Dickson, Bruce and 
Joan Campbell, Natalie Ferris, Alan Meiklejohn, Jock Mc Donald, 
Kaye McDonald, Sandy Mollenhagen, Ros Warren, Jim Warren, Eric 
Hassall, Fred Nussey, Bruce Mauch, Paul Holland, Peter Ramsay, 
Margaret Stewart, Helen Moloney. 
Apologies: Walter Robb, Nigel Faulkner, Joan Austin, Madeline 
Blyth, Margaret Melton, Ted Ross, John Bayliss,  Brian Self, Jocelyn 
McKenzie, John Stibbard, Erwin Spork, Jenny Schonfisch, Barry 
Dance, Gloria Mogridge, Barry Woodworth, Richard Cleal, Bishop 
Adrian Charles, Garnet Budge, Steve Rowan, Margaret Tiller, Mike 
Rippon, David Herbert, John Andison, Dawn Carsledine. 
Minutes of Previous Meeting: Moved Peter Ramsay, seconded Ray 
Dickson that the minutes from the previous meeting be accepted as 
read.                                                                                           Carried 
Correspondence: Inward – From ‘Slade Lives Again’ requesting 
financial help. 
         Outward – To ‘Slade Lives Again’ with the promise of another 
$1 000. 
Moved Natalie Ferris seconded Bruce Campbell that the inward 

correspondence be accepted and the outward adopted.           Carried                                        

Reports: President: Margaret Stewart reported that the main focus 
for 2011 has been on saving Slade for the Warwick community 
thanks to Margaret McKinnon and Ian Perkins and their committee. 
Museum: Paul explained the hesitancy in developing the museum 
further until knowing what the future of the campus will be. Jon 
Stephenson’s book has been donated by his daughter, Sarah. The 
museum was opened on two of the Open Days held by the Slade 
Lives Again group. 
Kinawah: Helen reported that, after a few ‘hick ups’ at first with the 

Kinawah going onto the website, everyone now seems able to access 

it ‘via the web’. 

Being on the web also means that it can be a little larger but still must 
be below 2 Megabytes. 
More contributions by members are always welcome. 
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Financial Report: In Nigel 
Faulkner’s absence Paul 
Holland presented the 
financial statement. Paul 
moved that Nigel’s report 
showing a credit balance of 
$37,560 be accepted, 
seconded Margaret Stewart.                     
Carried 
Election of Office Bearers: 
Margaret vacated the chair to 
be replaced by Ray Dickson 
for the election of Office 
Bearers. 
Patron – Adrian Charles, 
nominated by Bruce Mauch, 
second by Paul Holland                   
Elected 
President – Margaret Stewart, 
nominated by Roslyn Warren, 
seconded Peter Ramsay         
Elected 
Vice President – Ray 
Dickson, nominated by Alan 
Meiklejohn, seconded Jock 
McDonald                     Elected 
Hon. Treasurer – Nigel 
Faulkner, nominated by Paul 
Holland, seconded Peter 
Ramsay                        Elected 
Hon. Secretary – Helen 
Moloney, nominated by Bruce 
Mauch, seconded Natalie 
Ferris                           Elected 
Kinawah Editor – Helen 
Moloney, nominated by Ros 
Warren, seconded Sandra 
Mollenhagen                Elected         
Web Site Editors – Harry 
Haxton and Walter Robb, 
nominated by Margaret 
Stewart, and seconded Peter 
Ramsay.                      Elected 
Archivist – Ted Ross, 
nominated by Paul Holland, 
sec. Ray Dickson.      Elected                                                                              
Museum Curator – Paul 
Holland, nominated by Peter 
Ramsay, seconded by Natalie 
Ferris                                                        
Elected 
It was moved by Peter 
Ramsay, seconded by Ray 
Dickson that the positions of 
Fund Raising, Pastoral Care 
and Fellowship Stewards are 
no longer needed.                                                          
Carried Regional 
Representatives/Reunion 
Reps 
Ray Dickson, Natalie Ferris, 
John Bayliss, Richard Cleal, 
Jon Farqhar, Garnet Budge, 

Madeline Blyth and John Henning. 
General Business: 
Membership Fees: Paul Holland moved, “That the fees be put at $45 
for Annual Membership and $270 for Life Membership”. Sec. Jock 
McDonald. 
Ros moved an amendment that the fees be $50 and $300 
respectively. 
The original motion put by Paul was passed – 8 votes to 4.     Carried 
Jock McDonald moved “That an aged pensioner (not senior) rate be 
applied”, seconded Paul Holland.                                              Carried 
Slade Campus:   The situation at the moment was presented to the 
meeting by Margaret Stewart and Helen Moloney who have been 
attending meetings of the Slade Lives Again group. There are two 
groups vying for the use of the campus – a Christian School and the 
Slade Lives Again group hoping to retain the site for the people of 
Warwick. (Read the following section entitled ‘Slade Campus’) 
Paul suggested we have two options 1. Give some money designed 
specifically for the feasibility study. 
2. Give money to put in a trust for development and ask students to 
contribute.  
Moved Ray Dickson, seconded Alan Meiklejohn, that the Association 
put $5 000 towards the feasibility study.                                    Carried 
Reunions: Warwick next year, St George 2013 
Paul Holland moved a vote of thanks to Helen and Margaret for their 
work during the year and Bruce Mauch thanked Ray and Natalie on 
behalf of the members present for the weekend. Moved by 
acclamation 
Next Meeting: Warwick, Queen’s Birthday weekend, 2012 

 

NEWS  

Congratulations to Natalie Ferris on her courageous jump, all in the 
name of Prostrate Cancer Research. She really enjoyed the 
experience and would do it again in a heart beat (if she could afford it) 
and can understand why birds live where they do.  
Natalie was grateful for the support the local businesses gave her in 
the way of prizes which included a $400 box seat for a Croc’s 
Basketball game; a football signed by Jonathan Thurston and a glass 
case in which to put it; dinner vouchers including one for Magnetic 
Island and many other vouchers, totalling $2000 for her raffle. 
Townsville Sky Dive donated half the cost of the jump saying that this 
was one for the boys.  Natalie jumped from12 000 feet and was not 
fazed even when they did loops. She had a great view of Townsville 
and had confidence in Steve who was marvellous. It was also the 
best face lift she’d experienced!  
When they landed lots of friends and relations were there ready to 
pick up pieces, although one daughter wouldn’t come. The jump was 
organised for January but it wasn’t until April that conditions were 
right to do it. 
 

Natalie’s brother, Garnet Budge, is doing very well at the moment. 
The doctors are happy with his health and have told him to keep 
doing whatever it is he’s doing. He is walking much better as well. 
At present he is on a month’s journey in America preaching at a 
number of gatherings. He is organizing his usual get together in 
September – see the ad below. 

 
  

Garnet Budge invites you to join him at the 
Grand Chancellor in Brisbane 

Friday, September 23 for lunch. 
11.30 start for a 12.00 lunch. 

Cost - $25 
Everyone is welcome – the more the merrier. 

Phone Garnet on 07 3290 0774 
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WHERE ARE THEY NOW? 

The following came from a 
Queensland University journal. 
What wonderful achieving past 
students we have!  

Associate Professor Bob 

Beeton 

 
………………………………….. 

Bob Beeton Graduated from the University of New England (UNE) in 
1969. From 1970 to 1973 he worked as an ecologist on bird and other 
pest problems on the Ord River Development W.A. In 1974 he 
returned to UNE and was on the staff of the Zoology Department 
where he taught Biology, Animal Behaviour, Ecology and 
Experimental Methods. His research was in wildlife management. In 
1978 Bob was recruited to the Queensland Agricultural College 
(QAC) to establish the Wilderness Reserves and Wildlife program. By 
1990 the program had diversified into several other programs and the 
Natural Systems and Wildlife Management degree.  
 QAC amalgamated with UQ in 1990 and following amalgamation Bob 
was involved in establishing the Bachelor of Environmental 
Management and Master of Environmental Management 
programs. Since 1991 Bob was has been Head of Department and 
Head of School for 11 years and served on many University 
Committees. 
Bob has also been involved in extensive Community and Government 
service both at the State and Commonwealth level. Awards include 
1988 Australian Bi-Centennial Award Rainforest Canopy Walk 
Project. 1994 Excellence in Teaching Award, University of 
Queensland; 2000 Affirmative Action Commendation, University of 
Queensland; 2000 Fellow Environmental Institute of Australia and 
New Zealand (FEIANZ); 2009 Member of the Order of Australia (AM) 
for contribution to Environment and Resource Management and 2009 
Lockyer Legend for service to the community 
He has been appointed to lead an audit of controversial NSW marine 
park zoning arrangements. The government said Mr Beeton would 
review the effectiveness of marine parks in protecting different habitat 
types and provide recommendations for further action and, ''if 
appropriate, alternative management approaches''. 
………………………………………………………………………………... 

SLADE CAMPUS 

 
We were hoping to have a 
report from the Slade Lives 
Again group to go in here but 
unfortunately it is late in 
coming. 
As mentioned in the Minutes 
of the AGM it is a two horse 
race for the site – a Christian 
School and the community 
group. Both need to have a 
feasibility study done with a 
cost of about $50 000. Your 
association has promised to 
give $5 000 towards this cost 
and is hoping that the past 
students may contribute 
something personally in the 
knowledge that if the 
community group wins the 
tender the Museum etc. will 
remain as is. Another way past 

students can support the 
group is by becoming a 
member for $10 which adds 
weight to the group as well as 
capital. At this stage we don’t 
have the financial details for 
you to do an electronic 
transfer. 
When this information arrives 
it will be passed on to you. 

LETTERS 

The integrity of a newspaper 
is measured by its willing-
ness to accept criticism, 
advice and input from its 
readers.  Letters also reveal 
the insights of its readers 
who have been inspired by 
the newsletter to share their 
life experiences with other 
readers.  If you become so 
inspired, I urge you to write 
to the editor or to Aunt 
Louie: 
windmillpro@bigpond.com 

I received this email from Jon 
just days before I heard of his 
passing – ironic isn’t it? 

Dear Helen, 

Thank you for your email 
about the Lismore boys from 

Slade. 
I knew Geoff and his brother 
John, and recall Geoff's 
natural abilities in cricket and 
tennis, especially. 
Ray Landry and Joe Saunders 
are equally vivid in my 
memories. 
I also have good memories of 
Brian Self who I last saw fifty 
years ago in Karachi, of all 
places.   
My memory is very patchy and 
I can’t easily recall the others 
you mentioned, the Wickhams. 
Thank you again for your 
notes of older Slade members, 
sad as the news may be. 
With best wishes and regards, 
         Jon Stephenson 

……………………………….. 
     24.05.2011 

Dear Helen, 
I arrived home last Saturday 
from 3 weeks at the Gold 
Coast to find the latest colour 
copy of Kinawah – many 
thanks. 
In the issue you refer to the 
passing of Betty Jones. It 
brings back memories as her 
brother, Doug, was part of our 

1960s’ Get Together 
Saturday 5 November 2011 

  

11am for lunch (although last 
time a lot of people also stayed 

for Dinner) 
 

Breakfast Creek Hotel 
2 Kingsford Smith Drive 
Breakfast Creek QLD 
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form at Slade. I saw Doug 
once since leaving Slade here 
in Sydney at an old boy’s 
function. He joined the 
Priesthood having served a 
period with ”Boss” Roberts in 
New Guinea  - in fact, Eric 
Robinson and I saw him off in 
Brisbane by ship – S.S. Bulolo 
if the mind serves me 
correctly, leaving from 
Newstead Wharves in those 
days. 
Doug finished up in UK as a 
priest and in fact tried to make 
contact at York Cathedral 
when I was in UK on a visit - 
no one knew him. Hence I 
don’t know what happened to 
him. 
In Kinawah, Feb. 2011, I don’t 
recall seeing the names of all 
at the meal table – can you 
help? 
Re Ron Bellingham – the 
question is whether he’s 
related to Reg, a Slade old 
boy that was at Slade before 
my time (1942-46) and caught 
up with after WW2 at reunions. 
Last Friday I lost one of my 
closest mates with the funeral 
of Alex Kidd. Fortunately being 
at the coast I was able to 
attend. It was quite a blow as 
we have been close mates 
since 1942 – some 69 years. 
A number of old boys were at 
the funeral and Bishop Adrian 
Charles conducted the 
service. 
All the best, 
Niel Quirk 
P.S. I am regularly reminded 
of Toowoomba as I’m a fan of 
‘Weis Bars’. I knew Bob and 
Les Weis quite well when they 
had the milk bars inside the 
two Toowoomba picture 
theatres.   
 

Dear Niel, 
Aren’t we all fans of those 
tasty ice treats?!! 
As far as I know Ron 
Bellingham didn’t go to Slade, 
but a boy who boarded with 
the Bellingham household did 
attend Slade. Also I don’t think 
Reg was a relation but 
someone out there in 
‘Kinawah land’ will no doubt let 
us know. 

The names of the blokes 
around the table were on P. 6. 
Please keep the fountain of 
information flowing Niel. 
Cheers, 
Helen 
 

With reference to the blokes 
around the table in Kinawah 
2011 Vol. 1.  

  03.07.’11 
Dear Helen, 
Peter Rowland and Peter 
Robertson were both doctors 
in Townsville at one time. 
They used to say Peter 
Rowland won the patients with 
his personality and Peter 
Robertson operated. Peter 
Robertson finished up in 
Canberra and was murdered 
there. I went down for his 
funeral. 
Peter Collas was a POW 
caught in Crete and in ‘prison’ 
in Germany. He Worked on 
farms and spent time 
endeavouring to escape. After 
the war he went back to 
Germany to visit the farms 
where he had worked. He 
became a solicitor in Miles and 
eventually the Gold Coast. 
Re my school teaching: After 
doing Senior at Slade I won a 
scholarship to attend Teachers 
College at Kelvin Grove. After 
two years at College I was 
posted to Miles where I spent 
five days before being 
transferred to Dalby, my home 
town. Les Diplock was 
Headmaster and eventually 
Minister for Education in the 
Labor Government in Qld. 
I lasted two and a half years 
teaching before joining Nestle 
and spent 43 years with the 
company. Early in the piece 
was a Rep. for Western Qld – 
west of Toowoomba and 
Warwick doing about 5 000 
miles every 5 weeks. In that 
area I caught up with quite a 
number of old Slade boys. 
We have a few old boys down 
here and catch up from time to 
time. Our next get together is 
early October for 2 days – a 
trip to the Blue Mountains. 
Party includes Glynn and 
Margaret Blackwood, Brian 
and Denise Self, Richard ?, 

Nola Wilson, Geoff’s widow, 
and the Quirks. I also catch up 
with John Casey but he’s 
usually busy as a guide on 
trips to outback Australia. 
Well, that should keep you 
busy transcribing and thanks 
again for your letters and work 
with Kinawah etc. 
Best wishes 
Niel Quirk.  
 

Dear Niel, 
Thank you Niel for all your 
information surrounding past 
students. I know our readers 
will appreciate knowing about 
those blokes. I’m sorry I 
couldn’t decipher Richard’s 
surname.  
We hope to hold our AGM and 
Annual Reunion in St George 
in 2013 so hopefully some of 
the fellows you saw out there 
years ago will be able to 
attend. 
I wish you all the best for your 
get together in October. 
Unfortunately I’ll be away, 
because I would love to have 
visited my daughter in Sydney 
at that time and made the trip 
up to the mountains with you 
all. Maybe next year if I can 
wrangle an invitation! 
Best wishes, 
Helen 

VALE         
STEPHENSON, Jon (PJ). - 
Slade 1944 – 48 passed away 
peacefully aged 80 years on 
24th May, 2011 and was 
buried on 27

th
 at the 

Woongarra Crematorium 
Chapel. 
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An article from the 
Townsville newspaper 

 PHILIP Jon Stephenson was an 
adventurer with a thirst for life 
whose spirit still shone long 
after he was risking his life in 
Antarctica.  

The well-known Townsville 
explorer and geologist 
Stephenson suffered a stroke and 
died on Tuesday aged 80. 

Daughters Sara Bucher, Frances 
Stephenson and Melissa 
Stephenson made it home to 
Townsville before their father died 
and his wife Jennepher was also 
there. 

"He was a very modest man and 
never made a big deal of anything 
he did," Melissa said. 

"I don't think we appreciated what 
he did until we were adults." 

Sara was in Year 2 at Central 
State School in North Ward when 
her class was ushered into the 
library to watch a film. 

"This was unusual for us but we 
started watching a short film 
about trans-Antarctic expeditions 
and I saw my father on the 
screen. I had no idea that's what 
he did," Sara said. 

Known by all as Jon, he loved the 
outdoors and exploring and his list 
of achievements is long. 

He was appointed the Australian 
member of the Commonwealth 
Trans-Antarctic Expedition, the 
first expedition to complete a 
crossing of the Antarctic 
continent. 

His career started at the 
University of Queensland where 
he graduated with first-class 
honours in geology. He gained his 
PhD in London and worked in 
West Pakistan where he 
conducted geological research in 
the Himalayan region. 

Jon led an exciting life and used 
his experiences to influence his 
young family. 

He would take his daughters 
sailing, they could all sail solo by 
the age of eight, and trips to 
Magnetic Island and Hinchinbrook 
passage were regular outings for 
them. 

Jon and Jennepher took Melissa 
on a trip to Nepal when she was 
four. 

All three daughters had an 
appreciation of nature instilled in 
them by their Dad. 

"He instilled a passion for travel in 
us as well," Melissa said. 

Sara went to the Solomon Islands 
when she was 22 and will leave 
for Iceland in two weeks for an 
eight-day horse-riding trek across 
the desert. 

She spoke of this trip with her 
Dad on Sunday. 

"Dad, being a geologist, was 
fascinated with the volcanoes in 
Iceland and was thrilled I was 
going," Sara said. 

Silences were not uncommon 
between Jon and his family but 
they weren't considered 
awkward. 

"We all felt very comfortable 
with him. There could be a 
silence for hours but that was 
OK," Sara said. 

Melissa said: "He was a very 
gentle and kind person and 
even the way he spoke to us 
was soothing. 

"He always had the time for 
people which sometimes made 
him late because he'd be talking 
for so long." 

Jon was planning a 
photographic exhibition from his 
trips to Antarctica before he 
died. 

 
Dr Jon Stephenson's daughters, 
Frances Stephenson, Sara 
Bucher and Melissa Stephenson 
with a photo of their father. 

The Valete entry from 1949 
Slade Magazine  
P. J. Stephenson, 1944-48 - 
Captain and Dux of the 
School: Captain Macansh 
House: Junior 1945: Senior 
1947 & 48. Colours in 

Football: Half Colours in 
Swimming: Cricket Team; 
Cadet Lieut. 
Jon Philip Stephenson No 
245 on the Slade School Roll 
who was the son of RM 
Stephenson, one of the 
original benefactors of Slade, 
and who attended first in 1937 
and then from 1944 to 1948. 
At the time of leaving in 1948 
he was Dux of the School and 
School Captain.  Jon was one 
of seven brothers all of whom 
were to attend the school the 
eldest, Alan being No 6 on the 
roll and who was present 
when the school first opened 
in 1926 
 

OBITUARY 
 

Dr Philip Jon STEPHENSON   
 

10 November 1930 – 24 May 
2011 

Jon’s funeral was held in 
Townsville on Friday 27 May 
2011, and was well attended 
by local members of the 
SSPSA as well as colleagues 
from his University and wider 
community associations. 
 
The ANARE Club 
announced the death of Dr 
Jon Stephenson on 24 May 
2011 with the following 
website notice:- 
“Associate Professor Jon 
Stephenson passed away 
this morning after suffering 
a large stroke.  Jon was 
highly respected Geologist 
and an Antarctic 
Expeditioner.  He was well 
known to many ANARE Club 
members and attended the 
Tasmanian midwinter dinner 
in 2010 with his daughter 
Sara.  
Jon graduated from the 
University of Queensland 
with first class honours in 
geology. In 1957 he was 
appointed the Australian 
member of the 
Commonwealth Trans-
Antarctic Expedition (TAE), 
the first expedition to cross 
the Antarctic continent. 
During that expedition, and 
on the route to the pole, Jon 
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as Geologist and Ken 
Blaiklock as Surveyor, 
mapped the previously 
unexplored Shackleton 
Range. Dog sledge was their 
mode of transport.” 
 

Dr Phillip Law, as Director of 
Australia’s Antarctic Division, 
was instrumental in the 
appointment of Jon 
Stephenson to the 
Commonwealth Trans 
Antarctic Expedition. Jon 
Stephenson was firstly a 
Queenslander. He was also an 
Australian and a Scientist of 
world renown. He seized all 
opportunities in pursuit of 
geological knowledge and 
adventure.  Queensland in the 
South -- Queensland in the 
North – Europe – Antarctica --      
Himalayas – Africa -- 
anywhere there is important 
geology Jon was at the 
forefront of knowledge 
throughout his life. 
 
Born in South East 
Queensland, schooled in 
Warwick where the mountains 
of the Great Dividing Range 
and McPherson Ranges were 
his training ground, his life was 
involved in geology, wild 
places, study and teaching. 
This relationship with the 
environment and with people 
was his world. 
 
Jon received his secondary 
education at Slade School 
Warwick from 1944 to 1948. 
He was School Captain and 
Dux in 1948 and excelled in 
sport. On leaving Slade Jon 
undertook study in Geology at 
University of Queensland 
where he established a great 
reputation. 
 
A history of Slade School, 
covering the period to 1952, 
records that in 1950 Jon 
'Oigle' Stephenson won the H. 
C. Richards Medal of the 
University of Queensland for 
the best second year geology 
student. He was awarded the 
University Medal in 1954 at 
the conclusion of his degree 
with first class honours. He 

then proceeded to London to 
pursue his studies. 
 
In 1957, just as he completed 
his PhD at the Imperial 
College, University of London, 
he was chosen to take part in 
the Commonwealth Trans-
Antarctic Expedition. This was 
to be the first ever crossing of 
the Antarctic. Jon completed 
the whole crossing from the 
Weddell Sea to the Ross Sea. 
He was the Geologist and 
Glaciologist for this expedition 
lead by Sir Vivian Fuchs 
during the International 
Geophysical Year 1957-1958. 
   
The crossing was achieved in 
three segments; Weddell Sea 
to Shackleton Range where 
the base, South Ice, was 
established in 1957 (350 
statute miles). Next was South 
Ice to the Pole (550 statute 
miles) and then Pole to Scott 
base at the Ross Sea (1250 
statute miles). This story is 
contained in “The Crossing of 
Antarctica” by Vivian Fuchs 
and Edmund Hillary. (1958). 
Jon Stephenson has produced 
his account of the expedition 
in “Crevasse Roulette”. (2009) 
 
At South Ice, Jon spent the 
1957 winter with two others. 
Their base was a hut 4.6 
metres square, which was 
soon completely buried in 
snow. He made a study of how 
ice crystals in snow change 
with increasing depth, working 
at -30 degrees Fahrenheit on 
a small ‘laboratory’ off the 
main hut. 
The survey and geologising of 
the Shackleton Ranges, from 
this base, was a highlight of 
the overall expedition for Jon. 
  
From South Ice, the two dog 
teams with Jon and Ken 
Blaiklock led the way for the 
segment to the Pole. This 
made it the first dog sledge 
journey to the Pole since 
Amundsen in 1912 and Jon 
Stephenson the first Australian 
to the Pole. The heavy Sno-
Cat vehicles navigated via 
snow cairns set out ahead by 

the sledging party. The 
vehicles and heavy sledges 
notably encountered 
difficulties with the hard 
sastrugi. The dogs were 
repatriated by air from the 
Pole to Scott Base. Jon 
continued to complete the 
crossing with the over-snow 
vehicles. 
 
For this work Jon Stephenson 
received the Polar Medal from 
the Queen in 1958. 
 
After writing reports on his 
TAE work, Jon was appointed 
a UNESCO Expert in 
Mineralogy at the University of 
Punjab, where he did 
geological research in the 
Himalayas. In 1961 he was a 
foundation staff member of 
James Cook University in 
Townsville. He established the 
Geology Department, later 
becoming Associate 
Professor. He retired in 1995.  
 
In 1963, Jon joined the 
Australian National Antarctic 
Research Expeditions, as a 
Member of the 1963 Heard 
Island Party of six 
expeditioners. A specific aim 
of this group was for Jon, Dr 
Graham Budd and Warwick 
Deacock to climb Big Ben for 
the first time. This most 
difficult climb had been 
attempted previously by 
ANARE wintering parties but 
without success. This climb 
was not achieved on this 
occasion either. The very 
arduous conditions 
encountered resulted in having 
to pull back from the attempt 
just 500 metres below the 
peak of the 2745 metre high 
mountain. The climb of Big 
Ben starts from sea level. Five 
days of blizzard engulfed their 
tent and left the party short of 
food. They had to abandon 
their tent and endure an 
arduous three day descent to 
Long Beach, spending five 
days in makeshift shelter 
before returning to the Atlas 
Cove base via Spit Bay. In 
spite of the hardships, Jon 
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achieved significant geological 
study at Heard Island.   
 
There is so much to the life 
and achievements of Philip 
Jon Stephenson and this 
writing does not assume to 
encompass it all. Fortunately 
much is recorded in readily 
accessible places, publications 
and in organisations in which 
he has been involved.  
Something of his outgoing 
personality and wise council, 
mentoring and pride in family 
life can be understood from 
those records. 
 
He had a passion for trekking, 
tennis, sailing, classical music, 
and in his youth had played 
his sport on the hard school 
rugby fields of Warwick. He 
had an unending interest in 
learning and at eighty was still 
eager to learn and share 
experiences with others.  
 
For his whole life Jon was an 
enthusiastic bushwalker and 
climber, quite at home in 
untracked places, especially in 
South East Queensland. This 
background stood him in good 
stead in his application for 
TAE albeit that snow 
experience was not included. 
 
Mount Barney was Jon’s great 
love. He did his Honours and 
PhD based on his work there. 
Jon took 300 kilograms of 
South East Queensland rock 
to London to use in his 
studies. Most of the field work 
was done alone in what is 
probably the most remote part 
of southeast Queensland. It is 
geologically interesting 
because the rocks of the area 
are part of an ancient volcano 
eroded to its roots. Jon’s work 
identified the first such 
structure to be discovered in 
Australia, although many more 
have been shown to exist 
since then. 
 
He was a founding member of 
the University of Queensland 
Bushwalking Club and served 
as President. 
 

He was one of the trio that first 
traversed The Thumb on 
Hinchinbrook Island, 
Queensland, in 1953. The 
party had a very hard time with 
thick vegetation, difficult rock 
faces and lack of water in the 
tropical weather. 
 
He was in the second party to 
climb Federation Peak in 
south-west Tasmania, in 1954 
(first climbed by others in 
1951). He also took part in 
expeditions to the Karakoram 
Himalaya and New Hebrides. 
Jon also took part in several 
private company treks to the 
Himalayas. 
 
Back in tropical North 
Queensland, there was a 
concentration over thirty years 
on the volcanic field research, 
including the spectacular 
Undara Lava Tubes,  
 
Recognition of this phase of 
Jon’s career is in the award to 
Phillip Jon Stephenson, of the 
"J.P. Thomson Medal" of the 
Royal Geographical Society of 
Queensland (formerly Royal 
Geographical Society of 
Australasia, Queensland 
Division). This was awarded in 
the Centenary Year of the 
Society in 1985. The Bronze 
Medal was awarded "for 
exploration and contribution to 
the geographical knowledge of 
North Queensland through 
research and publication". 
Presentation of this Medal was 
by Duke of Kent during a visit 
to the Society in Brisbane in 
1985 
Notable activities in the last 
few years have been the 
collection and production of a 
photographic exhibition using 
his personal photography on 
the Trans Antarctic Expedition. 
This involved a visit to London 
to retrieve original information 
from the Royal Geographical 
Society. 
 
Even more satisfying was the 
publication of his book 
“Crevasse Roulette” This is a 
personal review of the 
Transantarctic Expedition. 

He was the recipient of the 
Australian Geographical 
Society Lifetime of Adventure 
Award in 2009. 
 
Jon became increasingly less 
mobile in recent years, a 
cause of some frustration, with 
knee replacement and more 
recently, heart problems. 
 
He lived in Townsville. He had 
a stroke at his home in 
Townsville on 23 May, fell and 
incurred brain damage and 
never regained 
consciousness. 
 
Jon Stephenson is survived by 
his wife Jennepher, daughters 
Sara, Frances, Melissa and 
their families. 
 

Prepared by David Carstens, 
with contribution from many, 
especially Steve Rowan, Sara 
Bucher, Mike Hines, Ian 
McLeod and Rex Filson. 

 
There have been articles 
about Jon in previous issues 
of Kinawah. 
………………………………….. 
 

 
 
Kidd, A.M. - 1942-45. Junior 
1943; Senior 1945; Prefect; 
Half Colours in Football 
No. 396 on the School Roll 
Alex attended Slade from 
1942 to 1945. 
Alex passed away at the 
Greenslopes Hospital and his 
final ceremony was held on 
Friday, 20 May at the Mt 
Thompson Crematorium, Mt 
Gravatt.  
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Alex was a past President of 
the Association and made a 
significant contribution to it 
over many years 
He was in the 1st fifteen rugby 
team and the 1st eleven 
cricket team and was a prefect 
in 1945. On leaving school, he 
studied law and practiced as a 
solicitor until he retired.  

……………………………….. 

     
G. RILEY, 1944-48, Junior 
1946; Colours in Cricket, 
Tennis; Football Team 
 
Brian Self sent the following: 
I was saddened to see a 
notice from Lismore’s local 
paper, Northern Star, reporting 
the passing of another Slade 
Old Boy, Geoff Riley on 22 
March, 2011 at his home in 
Ballina. The notice said he 
died peacefully with his family 
by his side. 
Geoff was an old friend. He 
was born in Lismore on 13 
September, 1929 and was one 
of a number of Lismore boys 
to attend Slade in the roaring 
1940’s. Others include his 
brother John, who died in an 
accident I think not many 
years after leaving Slade, Joe 
Saunders and Ray Landry 
who are both no longer with 
us, a couple of others and 
myself. Geoff, John, Joe and 
Ray arrived in 1943 and were 
there some 4 years. Geoff was 
a good athlete and prior to 
leaving school at the end of 
his sub senior year, captained 
the first cricket and tennis 
teams and was in the first 
fifteen rugby team. After 
leaving school, he became an 
A grade golfer and won the 

NSW North Coast 
championship. Geoff occupied 
managerial rolls in regional 
areas of NSW for Queensland 
Insurance which later became 
QBE. Following retirement, he 
returned to the north coast.  

……………………………. 
Frances Imray (Wickham) St 
Cath’s passed away in 
Toowoomba on Friday 23 April 
aged 100 and Cynthia 
Cummings (Wickham) was 
98 when she passed on. 
Cynthia was laid to rest in 
Mareeba on Monday 16 May.  
The Wickham clan: Walter, 
Charles Wesley and Percy 
Wickham were brothers who 
produced 16 descendants who 
attended CEGS, St Cath’s or 
Slade. 
Walter Wickham from 
Greymare issued George 
(dec), Hector (dec), Winifred 
(dec), Francis (dec), Cynthia 
(dec), Leslie Irene (dec), 
Florence (dec), John (dec) 
and Selina (dec). Believe all 
attended either CEGS or 
Slade. 
Charles Wesley Wickham from 
Karara issued my father 
Charles Robert (dec) who in 
turn issued Wilfred, Elizabeth 
(dec), Gwenith and myself. 
Elizabeth, Gwenith and myself 
attended St Cath’s or Slade. 
Wilfred left school after grade 
8.  Dad also attended Slade 
for a period. 
Percy Wickham from Leyburn 
issued Allan, Jean and Hazel 
who all attended CEGS or 
Slade. 
Unfortunately the ranks of past 
students in the Wickham clan 
are getting thin in numbers 
with only Allan, Jean, Hazel, 
Gwenith and myself left. 
Eddie Wickham 
Cynthia was born in 
Maryborough but the family 
moved to Greymare when she 
was about 8. She attended 
Greymare Primary School and 
then St Catharine’s where she 
played hockey and tennis. 
After leaving school she 
worked on the farm until she 
met Bert Cummings while 
accompanying a school group 
to Brampton Island. Her father 

refused his request for 
Cynthia’s hand in marriage, 
but they did eventually marry 
in 1941 after many moves by 
Cynthia including Brisbane, 
Townsville and Cairns to be 
with Bert. 
Cynthia experienced many 
woes during those early years 
of marriage including the loss 
of her brother, Hector, who 
went missing in action; the 
death of her baby daughter 
and the death of her sister, 
Irene, who, with her family, 
was killed by the volcanic 
eruption of Mt Lamington in 
Papua New Guinea. 
Cynthia had three sons, 
Adrian, Phillip and 
Christopher. They all lived 
happily in Cairns until 1963 
when Bert retired from the sea 
and bought the Lion’s Den 
Hotel in Helenvale near 
Cooktown. Cynthia also acted 
as the postmistress and 
dreaded when telegrams 
arrived as Christopher by this 
time was in active service in 
Vietnam. 
In 1983 they moved to 
Mareeba as necessitated by 
their health and mobility. In 
1993 when Bert passed away 
Cynthia was able to cope 
because of her strength of 
character and by focusing on 
her family. Her love of her 
garden, her children, 
grandchildren and great 
grandchildren and the support 
of her friends at the church all 
enriched her life. 
Regrettably Cynthia was 
injured in 2008 and after 
spending 9 months in hospital 
moved to the RSL Home at 
Rowes Bay in Townsville.  
When she passed away in 
2011 she was the last of the 
siblings, her older sister, 
Frances predeceasing her by 
2 weeks. 
Cynthia was an extremely 
loyal person with a beautiful 
personality, loving and kind 
free of prejudice and very fair. 
Her compassion, sympathy 
and generosity showed in the 
way she helped both her 
friends and her family. 
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When We Remember 
Unknown 

You can shed a tear that she 
is gone 
Or you can smile because she 
has lived. 
You can close your eyes and 
pray that she’ll come back 
Or you can open your eyes 
and see what she’s left. 
Your heart can be empty 
because you can’t see her,  
Or you can be filled with the 
love you shared. 
You can turn your back on 
tomorrow and live yesterday, 
Or you can be happy for 
tomorrow because of 
yesterday. 
You can remember her and 
only that she’s gone, 
Or you can cherish her 
memory and let it live on. 

 
You can cry and close your 
mind, be empty and turn your 
back, 
Or you can do what she’d 
want:  

Smile, 
Open your eyes, 

Love 
And go on. 

 

 

PER VOLAR SONATA – 
PATRIBUS DIGNI ESTOTE 

(Born to fly higher - be worthy 
of our Forebears) 

 
 
 
 

 

MUG SHOTS 

 
Can you name the fellows in this 1964 First XI Cricket team? I think you may have needed to be there to 
identify anyone – it’s an old photo! Send your answer to the editor as per the front page of Kinawah. 
 

 
 
 

 
WWW.SSPSA.COM.AU 

Log on to view history, news, 
photos, coming events and much 
more. 
If you aren’t on the internet you 
could visit a library or a friend to 
see what has been happening. 
Beware of Bobby Fulton ‘look–a-
alikes’ and a man wearing a kilt! 
Enjoy!  

 
IF YOU HAVE AN EMAIL 
ADDRESS WHICH WE 
DON’T HAVE, PLEASE LET 
US KNOW SO WE CAN 
ADVISE YOU WHEN THE 
NEXT KINAWAH IS 
AVAILABLE TO BE VIEWED 
ON THE WEBSITE. 
THIS SAVES YOUR 
ASSOCIATION $3. 
You also get little bulletins 
between Kinawahs.  


