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GOOD BYE MR. CHIPS 

 
 

Eddie Prince with his Slade School ‘Staff of 1988’. 

                

A WORD FROM OUR PRESIDENT 

 

  Read about a lovely call I had from Sandra Collins who 
wishes to hire Slade for renewing her wedding vows. Just let us know where you 
are living, what are you doing now and your thoughts on your school days.  Helen 
said sometimes she feels that the newsletter is just full of eulogies. 
SLA (Slade Lives Again) Committee is very active and continues to work hard to 
save the school.  We have a meeting set down for Saturday 14 May, as to what 
funds we can provide to the committee. They have to come up with a business plan 
to present to the Council. There are two groups interested in purchasing the 
campus- SLA and a Christian School.  SLA has a member who works for the Bank 
of Queensland and is able to provide some services here. 
I am looking forward to seeing many of you at our AGM on 11 June.  We will all 
continue to be in party mood after viewing the wonderful church wedding service at 
Westminster Abbey. 
 

  M. A. Stewart  

Margaret Stewart - President 

June is fast approaching for our Annual General 
Meeting which is being held in Townsville on the 
Queen’s Birthday Weekend.  Ray Dickson has put 
quite a bit of effort into organizing functions, tours 
and venues and I am sure that all those who journey 
to Townsville will have a fun weekend.   
Please remember that Helen and I would love to hear 
stories from any past students so that Helen can 
make the Kinawah more interesting. 
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COMMITTEE REPORT 

The next General Meeting of 
the Association is being held 
at the Parkhouse Café, 
Margaret St, Toowoomba, on 
Saturday, May 14 
commencing at 2pm. As usual 
all members are invited to 
attend. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

REUNION REPORT 

AGM in Townsville. 
Ray Dickson and his team 
have worked hard to provide 
what promises to be a most 
enjoyable weekend in 
Townsville over the Queen’s 
Birthday weekend. Please 
make sure you return your 
completed form (back pages 
of this edition) if you intend 
coming. It is important for Ray 
to know final numbers for the 
cruises etc.  
………………………………….. 
John Farquhar wants to get a 
1970s reunion happening at 
Burleigh Heads. Below is an 
invitation from John. 

       70’s B B Q 
INAUGURAL BURLEIGH 

BBQ 

THE ESPLANADE, 
BURLEIGH HEADS 

MAP 60 D3 (between 3rd 
& 2nd Ave) 

If wet, Burleigh Scout Den, 
32 Stephens St, Burleigh 

Heads. 

SUNDAY, 15TH MAY, 
2011 

10:30am to whenever 
Bring: chair & drinks, 

partners & kids, 
swimmers etc, photos 

Cost: between $5 & $10 per person for BBQ lunch. 
(Steak, sausages, salad etc) 

 
RSVP:  JOHN FARQUHAR by 11TH May 2011 

Ph: 07 5520 2421    mob: 0422 244 032 
Email:  farquhar.john@optusnet.com.au 

 
NEWS 

This is a lovely story about a couple, who met at Slade School and 
are now going to renew their vows after 35 years of marriage at Slade 
School on 25 June 2011. 
Sandy Munn from Quilpie attended Slade School from 1972 to 1975.  
1972 was the first year that Slade commenced being co-educational.  
Here she met John Collins from Ballandean who attended Slade from 
1973 to 1974.  Sandy and John were married on 19 June 1976.  John 
joined the army and he remained in the service for 20 years.  John 
and Sandy have 3 children - John Gordon (35yrs) Harmony (31yrs) 
and James (30yrs).  They now live at Greenbank in Brisbane.  John 
was diagnosed with lymphoma last year and has since received 
chemo treatment.  He is now on antibodies and has to have check-
ups. As they both met at Slade they thought it would be an 
appropriate place to renew their vows.  They were both 19 yrs old 
when they married and no one at the service thought “it would last”.  
How wrong they were.   
Congratulations and all the best to you both on the 25 June. 

   
 

Photos of John and Sandy and                                                              
their three children – John, 
Harmony and James. 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

WHERE ARE THEY NOW? 

Cecilie Darnley contacted the Warwick Daily News to share her story 
about her time at St Catherine’s. 
She was motivated to come forward after reading a story in the paper 
about the heritage-listed Glover House’s connections with the her 
former alma mater. 
The story included some historical inaccuracies and to right these 
factual wrongs the Daily News encouraged residents with links to 
either St Cath’s or the striking Federation-style home on Palmerin 
Street to share their local knowledge. When Cecilie was a schoolgirl 
the main buildings for St Cath’s were located on the corner of 
Palmerin and Locke streets stretching back to Acacia Avenue. 
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AT 14, as an avid reader and 
only child, Cecilie Darnley 
(nee Hall) was captivated by 
the prospect of boarding 
school. So in 1954 she packed 
her bags and started at St 
Catherine’s Church of England 
Girls School on the corner of 
Palmerin and Locke Streets in 
the Rose City. 
It was the start of a four-year 
educational experience under 
the tutelage of the “rather 
strict” Sisters of the Sacred 
Advent for the curious country 
girl from Mt Sturt. 
 “I was a boarder at White 
House, also known as 
Mygunyah, which was the sub-
junior and junior boarding 
house,” she said. 
“Most of the classrooms and 
music rooms were located 
nearby, although we did walk 
around to Mytton House on 
Palmerin Street for meals.” 
The senior girls slept at 
Parkinson House, which was 
located next to the Mytton 
House’s accounts office and 
dining area. 
The thrice-daily trip for meals 
took the young boarders past 

Glover House, which at the time was a private residence owned by 
prominent local dentist and swimming club member RJ McNamara. 
“My aunt Kirsty Mikkelsen, my mother’s younger sister, had also been 
a student at St Cath’s,” Mrs Darnley said. 
“She is 90 now, so she would have been at the school sometime in 
the mid 1930s.” 
As a young schoolgirl she remembers the early morning starts; the 
bell that rang out across the boarding houses at 6am. 
“I was a music student so we used to have to get up even earlier at 
5.30am for practice,” Mrs Darnley said. 
“I used to have a rug across my knees and a hot water bottle in my 
lap. 
“You would play a few scales and then warm your fingers.” 
In her time the school boasted close to 100 students, including 34 in 
her Year Nine class. 
“A lot of girls left after junior, and by the time I was in my senior year 
there were only four of us,” Mrs Darnley said. 
Nostalgically she recalls special times on Sunday’s allocated for letter 
writing, regular church and chapel services and the white, brown and 
navy school colours. 
There were also those rare dances with boys from Slade school, and 
on occasion Scots College. 
“We had a straw hat in summer and a felt hat in winter,” she said. 
“And the sisters were rather strict about full uniform.” 
At White House back in the mid-1950’s teacher Alice Cant, who 
oversaw English, history and Latin classes, had a room upstairs and 
ensured good behaviour. 
“Sister Kathleen was in charge of St Cath’s in my time and she later 
went on to become Mother Superior of the order,” Mrs Darnley said. 
In reflection she said her time as a boarder was special. 
………………………………………………………………………………...

 

A RIDDLE TO KEEP YOU 

AWAKE Only 5% of 

Stanford University 

graduates figured it out!  

 

Can you answer all seven 

of the following questions 

with the same word?    

 

1. The word has seven 

letters....  

2. Preceded God...  

3. Greater than God...  

4. More Evil than the 

devil...  

5. All poor people have it...  

6. Wealthy people need it....  

7. If you eat it, you will die.  

Did you figure it out?  See 

page 7 for the answer. 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

SLADE CAMPUS 

 
This is the latest information 
received from the group 
initiated by Margaret 
McKinnon in an effort to save 
Slade Campus from the 
developers. 
Regarding Slade, Gary Fuller, 
our treasurer, estimates in this 
first stage that we require 
about $4,000 to cover initial 
setting up & running costs 
such as insurances, printing, 
logo development, project 
promotion etc.  We are 
accessing whatever we can 
from our contacts & friends in 
order to get free input but 
invariably there are other costs 
involved.   

 
YOUR REVAMPED URL 
WWW.SSPSA.COM.AU 
Log on to view history, news, 
photos, coming events and much 
more. 
If you aren’t on the internet you 
could visit a library or a friend to 
see what has been happening. 
Beware of Bobby Fulton ‘look–a-
alikes’ and a man wearing a kilt! 
Enjoy! 
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In the second stage of this 
project, assuming the Slade 
community group (SLA) is able 
to carry on and manage Slade 
campus in an ongoing way, we 
are going to need in the 
vicinity of $500,000 as 
operational and start-up 
costs.  With proper 
management & marketing, the 
facilities at Slade should be 
able to generate a reasonable 
surplus.  However, initially we 
will need funding from sources 
such as Federal and State 
Government, philanthropic  
associations, your own Past 
Students' Association & other 
sources such as our local 
business people & regional 
community members. 
 
Our hope is that, with the help 
of funding bodies, operational 
profits, community groups & 
interested community 
members offering whatever 
they can ($1000 initially has 
already been pledged from 20 
or 30 of us), the community 
will be able to purchase the 
campus.  Council may retain a 
financial interest in terms of a 
future plan for a Civic Centre & 
parking. (There is surely room 
on the northern side of 
Horsman Rd. without 
impacting on the beautiful 
oval).  
 
We have been given a week's 
extension of time by council 
before we must make the 
presentation of the business 
plan & models of governance 
at the same time as the local 
Christian school also makes 
its own presentation.  Our 
local Bank of Queensland's 
manager, Gary Kelly, has 
offered to do our business 
plan and our committee is 
researching governance 
models.  In the meantime we 
are holding a stall at the 
Peace Festival in Warwick 
where we will provide 
information on what is 
happening with the Slade 
project & where we will have 
membership forms available 
for people to support us by 
becoming members at $10/ 

membership. 
Our next public information 
session is on Sunday 15th 
May at 5.00 PM at Slade Hall. 
 
Sue Propsting    
(Secretary of Slade Lives 
Again group) 
 

MUSEUM REPORT 

 
 Before Eddie Prince’s passing 
he handed on several photo 
albums which have been 
placed in the Museum. They 
contained many snapshots of 
student activities in the late 
70s and 80s. 
 
 

LETTERS 

The integrity of a newspaper 
is measured by its willing-
ness to accept criticism, 
advice and input from its 
readers.  Letters also reveal 
the insights of its readers 
who have been inspired by 
the newsletter to share their 
life experiences with other 
readers.  If you become so 
inspired, I urge you to write 
to The Editor nee Aunt 
Louie, “KINAWAH”, PO BOX 
9099, WYNNUM PLAZA, Q 
4178 or email your letter to: 
windmillpro@bigpond.com 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

EULOGIES 

 

 
Twelve past students attended 
Eddie Prince’s funeral at St 
Mark’s Church, Warwick on 
Tuesday 29

th
 March. John 

Deshon spoke on behalf of the 
Past Student’s. 
The eulogies and the 
Returned Serviceman’s 
Funeral service are below for 
you to peruse.  
 
Mr Paul Munson, State 
President of the Royal Society 
of St George and secretary of 
the Warwick branch, where 
Eddie had been a member 
since 1956, delivered this 
eulogy. 

 
This quintessential English 
man, who was in my opinion 
the Mr Chips of Warwick, was 
born in 1923 in an unassuming 
four roomed terraced house in 
Barrow-in-Furness. As a boy 
he was in the church choir and 
was awarded a scholarship to 
Barrow Grammar School. 
Loyalty to friends was his 
virtue and his friendship with 
the boy across the street since 
the age of 5, Dennis Cooper, 
still was a strong as ever 
ending only with Eddie’s 
death. This is not to say that 
Eddie, a confirmed bachelor 
set in his ways, did not find 

 
IF YOU HAVE AN EMAIL 
ADDRESS WHICH WE 
DON’T HAVE, PLEASE LET 
US KNOW SO WE CAN 
ADVISE YOU WHEN THE 
NEXT KINAWAH IS 
AVAILABLE TO BE VIEWED 
ON THE WEBSITE. 
THIS SAVES YOUR 
ASSOCIATION $3. 
You also get little bulletins 
between Kinawahs.  
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some of Dennis’ ways 
irritating. I can recall Eddie 
saying how Dennis used to 
take over his desk and after 
reading the paper left it in a 
mess. He solved this by 
setting Denis up with his own 
desk and buying two papers.  
He was a King’s Scout in 1937 
and school swimming 
champion in 1939. He was 
accepted into St. John’s 
Training College in York. His 
leadership qualities saw him 
heading a team of students 
who were responsible for 
finding the bodies of those 
killed in the bombing of York 
by the Luftwaffer in 1942. After 
volunteering for the Royal 
Armoured Corps he was later 
selected for officer training and 
was commissioned at 
Sandhurst Military College. He 
fought the Japanese in India 
and Burma and was promoted 
to Major in1946. 
On demobilisation while 
teaching in three Lancashire 
schools he established a scout 
group in his Chorley parish of 
150 children and youths and 
more than 20 adult leaders.  
Eddie and I stopped with his 
family friends, the Dawsons, in 
Chorley. They had arranged a 
reunion of the scouts and 
leaders which Eddie enjoyed 
immensely. It was an insight 
for me to see the respect 
which this man was held in by 
these people he had 
influenced 60 years ago. 
Barrow Grammar School and 
WW11 brought to Eddie a 
wider world and with it greater 
responsibilities. The Church of 
England was the spiritual base 
of the British Army and the 
Rev. Peter Mayhew, his 
battalion padre in Burma had a 
huge influence on his faith and 
he joined him when he came 
to Australia as head of the 
brotherhood of St. Paul, and 
headmaster of Slade School. 
Incidentally, it was whilst in the 
army that Eddie became a 
Freemason. 
We all know how polite Eddie 
was but sometimes he could 
come out with something to 
shock you. He was telling me 

a story of two Austar salesmen 
who had come to his door with 
the intent of signing him up for 
satellite TV. Eddie was very 
polite in declining their offers 
but he could not get them to 
see he was not interested. In 
the end he yelled, “Ping off”, or 
similar words. He said to me, 
“Paul, it’s the only language 
some people know”. 
Eddie’s love of England was 
well known and during his 54 
years in Australia he went to 
Great Britain, South Africa and 
Canada 17 times. I travelled 
with him in 2001 and again in 
2008. His spiritual home, as 
he called it, was in the Lakes 
District and on both our visits 
we spent 5 days there. I can 
vividly remember on our first 
trip Eddie bought a box of 
cigars for himself just to have 
the odd one every now and 
then. In Coniston, well known 
as being the home of John 
Ruskin in his latter years, 
Eddie was high in spirits and 
virtually chain smoking these 
cigars. In the bathroom of the 
hotel in which we were 
staying, I heard these 
expletives and when he 
emerged I asked him what 
was wrong. He had been 
trying to clean his teeth with a 
cigar in his mouth! 
Eddie always spoke honestly 
of his feelings and once told 
me of the loneliness he felt 
when he first came to Slade. 
The school became his 
passion. He led the school 
through difficult financial times, 
building up assets and 
achieving successes for its 
private, Indigenous and Asian 
students. On his retirement the 
school was fully maintained 
and free of debt. 
He wrote two books, one on 
his army experience (1994) 
entitled “Sir” and the other on 
Slade (1998) “Yes, Sir”. For 
exercise he would swim for 
forty minutes several times a 
week. He became a Lay 
Assistant at St. Mark’s and for 
years sang in the choir. He 
has been President of the 
local branch of the Royal 
Society of St George since his 

retirement and on the 
committee of the British Ex 
Service Association for some 
years. 
He used hid talent of graphic 
art to illustrate parish 
publications and paint local 
scenes. 
We will no longer hear Eddie 
the thespian, singing Flanders 
and Swans Big Red Omnibus 
or Noel Coward’s The Stately 
Homes of England. 
In conclusion let us reflect on 
the words of the poem “The 
Clock of Life” by Robert H. 
Smith  
The clock of life is wound but 
once, 
And no man has the power 
To tell just when the hands will 
stop, 
At late or early hour. 
 
To lose one’s wealth is sad 
indeed. 
To lose one’s health is more, 
 To lose one’s soul is such a 
loss 
That no man can restore. 
 
The present only is our own, 
So live, Love, toil with a will. 
Place no faith in ‘Tomorrow’  
For the clock may then be still. 
 
Eddie, old friend, yours was a 
full and good life. 
 

Returned Serviceman’s 
Funeral     
 Major Edward (Eddie) 
PRINCE 1923 - 2011   

 
On behalf of all veterans of the 
Southern Downs Region and 
the British Ex-Services 
Association, it is my privilege 
to conduct the returned 
serviceman’s rite.         
We are assembled to pay a 
last tribute to a beloved friend, 
Edward (Eddie) Prince, who 
served in defence of the nation 
during World War 2.  
(This section has already been  
included by Paul Munson) 
Following his training at 
Sandhurst and prior to 
embarkation, in his own 
words, “At Fulwood Barracks, 
Lancashire, the King’s Own 
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Regiment depot gathered its 
personnel to introduce, re-
introduce, to re-cycle, replace 
or retire them in or from its 
service”. Eddie was full of 
anticipation and adventure for 
his new experiences. 
 
In ‘tropical’ kit, the troops who 
thought they might be heading 
for Cairo or southern Italy, 
boarded the ‘Stratheden’ at 
Liverpool with still no idea 
where they were headed. 
They soon found out when 
deep in the Atlantic Ocean 
what an elaborate hoax it was 
to be issued with tropical gear. 
After zigzagging in the Atlantic 
with the real threat of German 
U-Boats or air attacks present, 
they sailed through the Straits 
of Gibraltar, the Suez Canal, 
the Red Sea and Port Suez 
and disembarked in Bombay.  
Eddie was awarded the ’39-45 
Star, the Burma Star and the 
Defence Medal 1939-45. 
 
Eddie saw active service in the 
second Burma campaign and 
encountered the dangers and 
the drama of close contact 
with the Japanese Army. At 
the end of the Burma War, he 
returned to internal security 
duties in India at the close of 
the British Raj. 
 
Eddie was demobilized on the 
6

th
 March 1947 and later 

taught in a number of 
Lancashire schools. He was 
sent an invitation to teach at 
the Slade School, an Anglican 
Boarding School in Warwick. 
In 1974 he became 
headmaster of that school and 
retired in 1990 to live in 
Warwick. 
 
Eddie was the author of two 
printed publications, one being 
his life in the army, titled “SIR”. 
In his book he mentions his 
five glorious years of Army 
service. Quote; “War in not 
glorious, it is bloody and stupid 
and plumbs the depths of 
Man’s depravity. So for many 
it was a time of suspension of 
life, a time to be forgotten, a 
debt in one’s profit and loss 

account. For others it was a 
rich time of experience when 
the human spirit was 
triumphant and life was lived 
fully for each day was 
precious.” 
There were three causes that 
Eddie found the ‘vitality’ for 
these years and many 
servicemen and women feel 
the same way. 
1.    Living with no thought for 

the future. 
2. Living with delight in    
service. 
3. Living every day as an 
adventure. 

 
    “No thought for the future, didn’t 

mean no hope. Delight in 
service did not make 
unpleasant tasks palatable. 
Adventure did not mean 
irresponsibility.” (Major Eddie 
Prince was indeed 
responsible.)  

How well he served his fellow 
man in addition to that service, 
is known to only a few and we 
who are left and pay tribute to 
him today, mourning the 
passing of one, who did what 
was asked of him. As we 
stand here together, 
remembering his life, we also 
join in a silent pledge to sink 
whatever differences we may 
have had with each other, and 
to extend the hand of 
comradeship, and to carry on 
our tradition of unselfish 
service to the servicemen and 
women of our nation, to the 
bereaved and to the highest 
ideals of citizenship. 

Please be upstanding for     

ODE OF REMEMBRANCE. 
 
 “They shall grow not old, 
As we that are left grow old. 
Age shall not weary them 
Nor the years condemn. 
At the going down of the sun 
And in the morning, 
We will remember them.” 
 
Officer: “LEST WE FORGET”. 
All present repeat;  
“We Will Remember Them.” 

 “The service of the day is 
over, and the hour has come 
for rest. This blood-red poppy - 
the traditional emblem of 
sacrifice - the symbol of a life 
given for one’s country – links 
us between our mate and us 
who remain. I place it here 
with him in abiding memory 
and I ask all servicemen and 
women to do the same.”  

Led by officer, ‘The poppy is 
dropped on the casket and 
requests ex-service personnel 
to file past the casket, each to 
drop a poppy and retire. 

(In military tradition, the 
Last Post is the bugle call 
that signifies the end of 
the day's activities. It is 
also sounded to indicate 
that the soldier has gone 
to his final resting place. 
When Reveille is played it 
signals the start of a 
soldier's new day.) 
LASTPOST:      

One Minutes Silence:       

REVILLE: 

 
Also read at the funeral was a 
letter Eddie had written to Paul 
Munson on his being elected 
as State President of the 
Royal Society if St George and 
a letter from Eddie’s sister, 
Hilary.  
 
Dear Paul, 
I have now had time to read 
and digest your Policy 
Speech. Firstly I wish to say 
that it shows that you have a 
vision and it is a worthy one 
and achievable with your 
leadership. 32 years ago 
(1974) I was appointed 
Headmaster of Slade School 
which was on the verge of 
bankruptcy, as those in 
authority could not or would 
not accept the reality that 
small country boarding 
schools were no longer viable, 
and a complete change of 
outlook was required to find a 
specialist niche. A change of 
direction was required. At the 
age of 51 I was at the height of 
my powers and had the vision 
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and the energy to pursue it. It 
took me a long time to 
succeed, but eventually I did 
so, though it took 17 years. I 
was not entirely successful for 
after my retirement some of 
the old motivations were 
restarted with the result of 
complete failure (of Slade 
School) after seven more 
years. Of course I could not do 
anything to prevent this having 
relinquished my leadership at 
the age of 68. This is when I 
was elected as President of 
the Royal Society of St 
George, Warwick branch. Of 
course the fire has died. 
‘Young men see visions and 
old men have dreams’! 
I want you to know that I am 
entirely behind you in your 
vision and hope that I can 
support you all the way, even 
if sometimes I can only be 
Devil’s advocate. The 
experience of a thousand 
mistakes may be of value. 
You are now at the stage of 
life where I was at your age, at 
the height of your powers and 
usefulness. Go for it! 
Eddie. 
 
Hilary’s letter. 
 
“From a distance at my home 
in Canada, I want to thank 
each one of you for attending 
Eddie’s funeral. I feel he would 
have been so amazed and 
grateful that you came to 
honour him. 
As most of you know, Eddie 
was a man of many talents 
and accomplishments, and, 
from my view, not the least his 
fiscal genius in keeping Slade 
operating through difficult 
times. I know he sometimes 
financed the school with his 
own money which to him was 
not a problem since Slade was 
his love, his life, his family and 
his dream. 
Graduating from college at the 
beginning of the war he 
became an officer at age 21. I 
remember the day he came 
home to tell our parents he 
had signed on with the army. 
They were not at all pleased 
and argued that he didn’t need 

to offer his services until 
called. Eddie didn’t see it that 
way and off he went. He told 
me he truly enjoyed his army 
service. 
In the army Eddie pledged that 
if God brought him through the 
war he would devote the rest 
of his life to a school he had 
heard of in Warwick, 
Queensland, Australia. And so 
it was he lived, breathed and 
loved Slade for the next forty 
odd years, through difficult 
times and triumphs. He 
worked seven days a week 
and could never understand 
why everyone else could not 
do the same. Some often 
wished they could seeing the 
remarkable establishment 
Slade became. 
Since I was born fourteen 
years after Eddie I never really 
was able to know him well 
during my childhood and 
adolescence. He was away at 
College, then in the war and 
then off to Australia. We 
always kept in touch though, 
and I often admired his talents 
and accomplishments.  
He was an extraordinary 
person, a great man of faith. 
He loved his church, his 
community, his friends and all 
the children who passed 
through Slade. He particularly 
enjoyed the Aboriginal young 
people, as did I when I came 
to Australia for a short time. 
The two books he produced 
are filled with accounts of his 
time in the war and his time as 
a teacher, both most amusing 
and informative. He was also 
an accomplished artist. 
I spoke to Eddie just a few 
days before he died and from 
that conversation I understood 
how ill he was, in great pain 
and obviously no cure to look 
forward to. So in a way it is a 
blessing that he was released 
from this life to enjoy, as we 
must believe, eternal life. 
Thanks again everyone. I 
really appreciate your being 
there for Eddie as do our 
nephew, Michael, and his 
family, our cousins, Jean and 
Norman, and so many friends 
all over the world”. 

John Farquhar said it all when 
he commented, “The eulogies 
made one feel inadequate with 
their life when you consider 
what Eddie achieved with the 
cards that he was dealt”. 
………………………………..… 
. 

 
Stewart Meiklejohn attended 
Slade during the early to 
middle 1950's At Slade he was 
a member of Monty Marshall's 
invincible under 7 stone 7 lb 
rugby team for a year or two. 
He played cricket in Slade's 
first eleven. 
On leaving Slade Stewart was 
accepted to train at the Army 
Apprentices School at 
Balcombe in Victoria. At 
his graduation from the AAS, 
he was awarded the 
Governor's Medal for his 
achievements. Subsequently 
he was invited to train at the 
Officer Training School from 
where he graduated as a 
second lieutenant. He was 
posted to a RAEME Unit. 
 He served at various centres 
in eastern Australia. He 
received promotion over time 
and was posted to Vietnam for 
a tour of duty. On return he 
had other postings including 
one in Papua New Guinea, 
where unfortunately, his wife 
Meryl contacted a debilitating 
sickness which left her a 
quadriplegic. 
Stewart retired from the army 
with the rank of Major to 
become Meryl's full time carer. 
He had indifferent health in 
recent times including losing 
his eyesight. 

……………………………. 
The answer to the ‘Riddle to 
Keep You Awake’ is 
       NOTHING 
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Betty nee Jones was born in 
1929 in Killarney, QLD. Betty 
had one brother, Doug, who 
lives in England. She lived on 
a small dairy farm in Acacia 
Creek in NSW. 
Betty attended primary school 
at a small Q’ld, one teacher 
school where the teacher was 
a good landscape painter and 
his wife taught the girls 
sewing. This early training 
shaped her later interests. 
After primary school she went 
to boarding school at St 
Catherine's in Warwick, where 
she excelled in Music, English 
and other studies receiving 
many awards 
After leaving school she 
became a student nurse at St 
Martin’s Hospital in Brisbane. 
In early 1951 Betty met Ron 
on a blind date. They married 
at St John’s Cathedral in 
Brisbane 1951.Ron was in the 
Army which meant they moved 
around a lot. 
Their 4 children were born 
during these constant moves.  
Betty always had an open 
heart and an open kitchen. 
Betty was an enthusiastic 
painter, loved sewing clothes 
for the children, gardening and 
spending time with friends.  
Betty was a devoted church 
person and Christian. She did 
a lot of hospital visiting and for 
many years organized Friday 
church services at Goodwin 
Homes in Farrer. 
Betty and her long time friend 
Lucy Whitfield went painting at 
the Canberra Art workshop for 
a number of years.  
Betty was a loving wife, doting 
mother and grandmother and 
a kind, generous lady to all. 
 
While at St Cath’s Betty was a 
prefect, was secretary of 

Crother’s House and played 
tennis for the school.  
………………………………….. 

 
Herbert George Zeller was 
born on 18th October, 1942 at 
the Chinchilla base hospital, 
He was brother to Alex, 
Richie, Robert Joyce, Marge, 
Dorothy Gloria, Carmel and 
David. 
Dad attended the Chinchilla 
State Primary School and then 
secondary school at Slade 
School in Warwick. 
He spent his early working life 
at James Hardy in Brisbane, 
then the Glenmorgan and 
Chinchilla districts as a farm 
hand, kangaroo shooting. 
Dad’s courting days saw him 
engaged and married to 
Eunice Schurmann (mum) in 
1964. They had two children, 
Darren and Brian, and a 
grandson Andrew born in 
1992. 
He saw a lot during his life 
time; a world ravaged by war, 
he joined the army in 1964 
reaching the rank of Sergeant 
where he served two tours of 
duty in the armed forces in 
Vietnam in an uncertain world. 
Herb served with the army 
from 26th October, 1964 to 
25th October 1970. During his 
service he was awarded with 
the; 
 *Australian Active Service 
Medal with clasp Vietnam 
 * Vietnam Medal 
 * Australian Defense Medal 
 *Vietnamese Campaign 
medal 
 * Returned from active service 
badge 
 * Army Combat badge. 
Dad joined the Post Master 
General (PMG) after his 
discharge and worked with 
them until made redundant in 
late 1991. Duty, reliability and 
dignity are all qualities that my 

father not only held in high 
esteem, but practiced every 
day during his time. He was a 
serious and disciplined man, 
but he could never resist the 
opportunity to have a go, that 
is at fishing, camping and, in 
recent years, fossicking and 
having a laugh with friends 
and loved ones, given half the 
chance. 
As a father of two though, he 
was often happiest when left 
to his own devices, whether it 
was building a shed, tending 
to the garden or fixing the 
boat. He was a self-professed 
fisherman and loved nothing 
more than jumping in the boat 
and fishing in one spot- 
sometimes for hours. 
I remember following behind 
him with the Hessian bag 
while hooking for crabs and 
picking oysters at that, always 
secret spot. Though it seemed 
a hard slog the rewards were 
always the feast, I’m sure we 
all have a memory of feasting 
over seafood with dad whether 
it was at the bay, out camping 
or in the boat at Fraser lsland 
and at Watoomba having to 
clean 100's of pinkies and 
whiting. 
Dad was a straightforward 
man who demanded little from 
those around him, and who 
expected only the best from us 
kids. Provided he heard 
regularly from us all - he was 
content. And although in his 
final years, I'd moved on to 
different remote parts of 
Australia that bond was never 
broken. 
It's difficult to imagine him not 
being around but I’m sure we 
will all cope through hard 
times without him. Dad lived a 
long, happy and demanding 
life, and only succumbed to an 
illness at the very end which 
surprised us all. 
As we gather here today to 
remember and commemorate 
his life, I bid Herb (Dad) 
farewell as we mourn the loss 
of a lively, dignified soul. A 
soul that brought joy and 
fulfillment to many and whose 
legacy will live on forever. 
………………………………….. 
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VALE      

“Perhaps I may 
become a 
highwayman again or I 
may simply be a 
single drop of rain, but 
I will remain and I'll be 
back again and again 
and again”. 

 

Stewart Meiklejohn (Slade 
1950s) passed away in the 
Greenslopes Private Hospital 
on Monday 28th March. He 
had not been well for some 
time.  

His cremation service was 
held at Mt Gravatt 
Crematorium, Mains Road Mt 
Gravatt on 1st April. A large 
crowd attended. 
He is survived by his wife 
Meryl and two married sons, a 
married daughter and six 
grandchildren. 
 
Marjorie Colvin (St Cath’s) 
passed away on 12 November 
2010. 
 
The funeral notice of Judie 
and Marilyn Makinson’s 
mother, June, appeared in the 
Toowoomba Chronicle 
announcing her passing, aged 
86, on April 15 and burial April 

28 in Roma. Judie and Marilyn 
were at St Cath’s in the mid 
1960s. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

PER VOLAR SUNATA – 
PATRIBUS DIGNI ESTOTE 

(Born to fly higher - be worthy 
of our Forebears) 

 

 

 

MUG SHOTS 

These young men and women are the Year 12s from 1988 – Eddie Prince’s last Seniors 
 

 
 
Front Row: Heather Martin, Lorraine Twaddle, Rhonda Hill, Nicole Rainger, Deidre Campbell, Naomi      
Gregory, Leisa Lingard, Deborah Schrieber. 
Second Row: Glenda Aragu, Zacchaeus Docherty, Jason Wachter, James Freiberg, Julia Lai, Rex Gaiden, 
Gilbert Aseia, Albert Dynevori, Lorretta Miller. 
Third Row: Lewis Keyes, Troy McCabbin, Terrence Olsen, Joseph Tin, Ranjeev Singh, Roderick Sly, 
Herbert Cedric. 
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AGM and REUNION 2011 
Schedule: 

Date Event Location Time 

Saturday 
11/06/11 

Bus tour of Townsville Leaves from Mercure Inn 2.00pm. to 4.30pm  

 Home Hospitality 
 

Transport available  6:00pm to 10.00pm 

Sunday 
12/06/11 

AGM Mercure Inn 2.00pm 
 

 Reunion Dinner Tom’s Tavern 
 

6.30pm 

Monday 
13/06/11 

Magnetic Island Tour Leaves from Mercure Inn, or be 
at the terminal at 8.35 

8.20am to 12.40pm 

 
Accommodation: 
You must arrange your own accommodation. However, Ray has set aside rooms at the Mercure Inn – Ph. 
(07)4725 2222 - identify yourself as an attendee of the Slade-St Catharine’s Reunion when making your 
booking for a special price of $139.00 per room twin share.  
______________________________________________________________________________________ 

ATTENDANCE FORM – RSVP Friday May 27, 2011 

(Note:  All past students & guests are welcome.) 
 
AGM: Person 1: ………………………………………                 Person 2: ………………………………………… 
 
HOME HOSPITALITY:  
Number attending (    ) Person 1: …………………………….   Person 2: …………………………………………. 
Cost/Person $20       
          Sub-total ……………..….. 
 
BUS TOUR:  Person 1: ………………………………………     Person 2: ………………………………………. 
 
Bus Tour Cost/Person $20 members; $25 non-members         Sub-total ……………….. 
 
REUNION DINNER: 
  Person 1: ……………………………………    Person 2: …………………………………… 
To be paid individually at the venue.  
 
MAGNETIC ISLAND TOUR: 
  Person 1: ……………………………………    Person 2: …………………………………… 
Cost/Person $55 members, $60 non-members; $50 pensioners/concession 
 
Please find enclosed cheque/Money Order for the               TOTAL……………………..  
 
Send the Attendance Form and cheque to:  THE TREASURER – SSPSA 
                 PO Box 677 

             JIMBOOMBA, Q 4280 
 
Or send Attendance Form to the above address and  
Direct Deposit online to:     Slade-St Catharine’s Past Students’ Association Inc 
      BSB:  124001 
      Account No: 90641027 
      Use Reference:  AGM + your surname 
 
 
Signed: …………………….………………….. Address: ………………………………………………………… 
 
Phone Number: ………………………………                       ……………………………………………………….. 

 
RSVP: Friday May 27, 2011                          
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SLADE-ST CATHARINE'S PAST STUDENTS’ ASSOCIATION 
 

Membership Renewal 
Ph:  07 5548 6655 Fax:  07 5548 6688 

 

PLEASE RENEW MY MEMBERSHIP 
JUNE 2011 - MAY 2012 

OR 
AS A LIFE MEMBER  

PLEASE ACCEPT MY DONATION 

 
SURNAME: ................................................................................................................... 
 
FORMER SURNAME (If Applicable): ...................................................................... 
 
GIVEN NAMES: .......................................................................................................... 
 
POSTAL ADDRESS: ................................................................................................... 
 
........................................................................................................................................ 
 
HOME PHONE: .......................................................................................................... 
 
WORK PHONE: .......................................................................................................... 
 
FAX: .............................................................................................................................. 
 
MOBILE: …………………………………………………………………………….. 
               Don’t forget your email address!! 
EMAIL: ........................................................................................................................ 
 
YEARS AT SLADE/ST CATHARINES: ................................................................... 
 

PLEASE FIND ENCLOSED MY CHEQUE/MAIL ORDER FOR............................. OR 
 

USING NET ACCESS:  BSB:  124-001  ACCOUNT NO:  90641027 
ACCOUNT NAME:  SLADE-ST CATHARINES PAST STUDENTS ASSOCIATION 

REFERENCE:  YOUR NAME 

 
Please Circle your Membership Status 

 
VIETNAM VETERAN:  FREE;   ORDINARY MEMBERSHIP:  $40; LIFE MEMBERSHIP:  $240; 

ASSOCIATE MEMBERSHIP: $20 (non past students only) DONATION: ....................... 

 
SIGNED: ………………………………………………………………..…… DATE: ……………………… 

 
Please make cheque payable to SSPSA Inc and post to: 

The Treasurer, SSPSA  
PO Box 677  

JIMBOOMBA, Qld 4280 
 

PER VOLAR SUNATA - PATRIBUS DIGNI ESTOTE 
Born to Fly Higher - Be Worthy of Your Forefathers 
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WHAT DOES MY MEMBERSHIP PROVIDE ? 

 
♦ Six (6) issues per annum of the SSPSA Newsletter, “Kinawah” either by post/email 
♦ General Information Updates (“Bull-in-a-Tin”) by Email 
♦ Notification of all SSPSA Social Events/Meetings occurring in your area 
♦ Discounted Fees when attending SSPSA Reunions/Functions/Events 
♦ Networking/Contact Information 
♦ Opportunities to Contribute to the Community 
♦ Pastoral Care Service (Looking After Our Own) 
♦ Fellowship & Family Fun 
♦ On-going Connection & Interaction with Slade Campus & St Catharine’s which includes 

Access to our Museum & Archives & Preservation of our History & Values 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


