
Journal of the Slade and St Catharine’s Past Students Association Volume 2011 Issue 1 
 

 
 
 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 

KINAWAH 
Journal of the Slade-St Catharine’s Past Students’ Association 

February 
Volume 2011 

Issue 1 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Inside this issue: 
President’s Report 1 

Reunion Report 2 

Committee Report 2 

Where are They 
Now 

2 

Nostalgix 3 

The Goss 3 

Slade Campus 5 

Letters 6 

Vale 8 

Mug Shots 9 

 

Editor 
Helen (Robb) Moloney 
Contact: 
The Editor, Kinawah 
1 Fourth Avenue 
TOOWOOMBA, Q 4350 
Phone:  07 4635 0573 
 
hmoloney@aapt.net.au 
 

or 
 

SSPSA Inc 
Margaret Stewart, Pres.  
248 Hermitage Road  
Toowoomba Q 4350 
Phone:  07 4630 7229 
mailto:bmstew1@bigpond.n
et.au 

Website 
www.sspas.com.au 

 
Email 

info@sspsa.com.au

BLAST FROM THE PAST 

 
At an Old Boy’s Dinner in the Dining Room before the new Dining Hall was built in 
1949. Do you recognize anyone? See the following pages for the answer. 
 
An apology: The gentleman on Page 1 of the last issue is Paul Masson not David 
Mason. Thank you to the past student who alerted our webmasters to this mistake. 

              A WORD FROM OUR PRESIDENT 

    

 

  
School so they are now trying other avenues.  She had a visit to Brisbane with Ron 
Bellingham the mayor and Lawrence Springborg the deputy opposition leader to 
visit the Minister for Education.  They were disappointed that they did not meet the 
minister but the Director General instead and it appears that their minds had been 
made up since last November not to purchase it. 
The SOS group is now putting a proposition to the Council this week (as tenders 
close for the sale on 16 March).  They are hoping for 3000 people to donate a 
$1000 each to purchase the school.  A board or trust company will then be set up to 
organize it.  Quite a few groups (dementia and disability) will then lease certain 
buildings.  Once they do this they will be able to apply for government grants which 
are available.  If this is favourable to the council I hope many “old boys” will donate 
to save their school so that they will always be able to visit the site. 
Hopefully a number of students will be able to visit Townsville on the June long 
weekend for the AGM. Ray Dickson has organized an excellent weekend so come 
along and support the northerners. 
Margaret Stewart - President 

As our Past Students are scattered all over Australia it 
would be hard for some of them not to have missed 
one of the recent disasters.  Helen checked the 
membership list of addresses and tried to make contact 
with many of the students in the flood and cyclone 
areas. I also rang a few that I know.  We are not aware 
of anyone that is in difficulty. 
I attended the meeting of SOS (Save Our Slade) last 
Sunday.  I have written up the minutes for the Kinawah.  
The group has many supporters. Margaret has now 
given up on the government purchasing it for the High 
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REUNION REPORT 
Ray Dickson and his crew are 
working hard to ensure we all 
have a great time in the north. 
I have included one of his 
‘Expression of Interest’ forms 
on the last page, just in case 
you’ve forgotten or lost your 
previous one. (Most people 
who don’t receive Kinawah via 
the internet will not have seen 
this form – that’s one 
advantage of being on the 
email list.) 
All the official forms will be 
included in the next edition of 
Kinawah due out at the end of 
April. 
 

COMMITTEE REPORT 
At the AGM in June, all official 
positions will be declared 
vacant. President, Margaret 
Stewart, and Secretary, Helen 
Moloney, will not be seeking 
re-election. If you know of 
anyone who, or you yourself, 
would like to take one of these 
roles, please nominate.  

 
NEWS 

Congratulations to 
DONALD CHARLES ADAMS, 
SLADE 1941 TO 1942, WHO WAS 

AWARDED AN AUSTRALIA DAY 

MEDAL (OAM) IN THE GENERAL 

DIVISION FOR SERVICES TO THE 

AVIATION INDUSTRY 
 
ATTACHED IS A PHOTO OF HIM 

TAKEN WHILE AT SLADE.  THE 

PHOTO WAS CROPPED FROM A 

TEAM PHOTO OF THE 1942 1ST
 

XV 
 

 
 
 

 
                                                                       

Don now,  
and with his machine. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
There have been several articles in previous Kinawahs about Don 
and his exploits. He helped build a slow moving light plane which is 
invaluable for surveillance and rescue work. Well done Don. 

 
WHERE ARE THEY NOW? 

This edited letter was received from a Past Student of the 1950s after 
an enquiry re the whereabouts of David O’Connell and Allan Carter. 
 
David O'Connell and Alan Carter are names I have not heard for a 
long time. 
Alan did, indeed, leave Slade and go to Brisbane Grammar and I kept 
up with him after he left school and got married. 
I stayed in touch with Alan's brother, Peter, when Peter was a 
chartered accountant at Patrick and Hishon (?). (In fact, my wife and I 
got a kitten from Peter and his wife when they were living out at 
Greenbank around 1973. But we then lost touch with Peter - and any 
remaining possibility of a link to Alan. I'm sure the final severance with 
Peter came when we left Brisbane in 1978 and have lived in 
Melbourne, off and on, ever since.) 
I have not caught up with David O'Connell since we were at 
Highfields together. My lasting memories of that time were of playing 
cricket! 
David and Alan were both a year ahead of me, but Alan got a very 
bad attack of rheumatic fever (and subsequent complications) and he 
had to drop a grade. He stayed on at Slade, but then drifted away and 
went to BGS. 
Alan, like David, had been very bright, but he struggled at Grammar - 
probably because of the illness - and got, from memory, a mediocre 
Senior pass (certainly not the pass of which Alan was capable). 
Alan and I were very good friends through school (both at Slade and 
when he went to Brisbane Grammar) and beyond. It may have been 
prompted by my brother's friendship with Peter. They were about 3 or 
4 classes ahead of me - Senior in 1960. However, Alan and I became 
friends in our own right. David and I were also friendly, although I 
have not seen him since he left Slade. Perhaps, I knew at the time, 
through Alan, that he was at Brisbane Grammar, but I can't recall. I 
think Alan knew my cousin there, David Scholes, and we spoke of 
him. (They were about contemporaries, and David Scholes went on to 
do Engineering at UQ.) As I said above, Peter and my brother were 
exact contemporaries, but my brother hasn't mentioned Peter's name 
for some years. 
Curiously, my wife and I had dinner last night with a former BGS 
school captain, Michael Crommelin. I'm sure David would recall him. 
Michael is an exact contemporary of mine (Senior in 1963) and is 
about to retire (yet again!) as Dean of the MU Law School, after a 
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very distinguished career 
there. If you happen to link up 
with Alan, please let me know: 
I'd love to catch up with him - 
as I would with David, too 
(who'd now be 65/6 and, I 
expect, retired [??!!]). 
...and I just spoke to my sister-
in-law in Adelaide. 
My brother, who was still at 
work when we spoke, although 
he'll be 69(!) in February, says 
that he and Anne have long 
lost touch with Peter 
Carter...and with other Slade 
friends like Paul ("Sam") 
Loxton (who did Dentistry at 
UQ), Dave ("Jacko") 
Jackson (who has probably 
retired from North Pine Motors 
now), etc. 
Anne tells me that, during 
retirement (!), Ken wants to re-
link with these old friends. 
I'll tell you a story: both my 
brother and I went to that 
Slade special weekend in the 
very early 2000s.  He was an 
extremely reluctant starter. 
However, at the dinner on the 
Saturday night (Eddy Prince 
was there and I wish I'd sat at 
his table), my brother, not 
having seen any of his peers, 
asked whether I'd mind his 
joining a table with my 
contemporaries (Graham Fill, 
Lex ["Toby"] Noble and 
Geoff. Orr). I said, "Not at all". 
But, when I looked down the 
end of our table, he had 
disappeared. I looked over 
and saw him sitting at an 
adjoining table, next to a bloke 
I certainly didn't then 
recognize. Later in the 
evening, he came across to 
me and said, "I've just run into 
a bloke that I knew at school 
and that's who I sat with. I'm 
going back to talk to him and 
to his wife now, so you go 
back to the hotel". 
He came back to our hotel 
much later that night, but I was 
still awake when he returned. 
"What happened?” I asked. 
"Well, when I looked up from 
your table, I saw this bloke 
who I thought I knew. I went 
across to him and he said 
(words to the effect), 'I was 

hoping you'd come: I wanted to see you' ". 
The man's name was Paul ("Weedy" or, because of his blond, curly 
locks, "Angora") Wilson. Peter had been already diagnosed with 
prostate cancer and was then dying. He spoke to him all night over 
the dinner table (whilst others behaved like schoolboys; it reminded 
me of our Slade days - but it was juvenile and sad) and then went 
back to where Weedy was staying, over near the school, to continue 
to speak to Weedy and his wife. He subsequently (within a year) went 
up to Peter's property (it was somewhere just north of Brisbane) to 
visit them and, when Peter died shortly after that, he flew up from 
Adelaide to speak at Peter's funeral. Peter Wilson was a quiet and 
decent man of considerable substance - as is my brother. We left 
early on the Sunday morning of the great celebration. I suspect that 
the events of that night were seminal in confirming our thoughts about 
aspects of Slade School, its masters and many students!  
After looking at the list of "notables" on the website I noticed it did not 
include Tom Cree (who went on from Slade to Cambridge and rowed 
for Britain (from memory, in the 1936 Olympics). I met Tom in later life 
when he was a director at MIM Holdings in its halcyon days. Likewise, 
John Davies, who went down on the Voyager (Mick Brownless was 
a lower-deck man and survived: Davies - a school captain, no less - 
was a Sub-Lt on the bridge and went down with the ship). What about 
Harry ("Radar") Howes, also at MIM. Bill Kilgour was another. 
Bill was at the school during the War and was a partner of an 
accounting firm then called Peat Marwick. (My lasting memory of him 
was driving behind his car, probably in the late 1960s, with his vehicle 
proudly displaying a Slade crest on its number-plate.) 
But there are so many past students, like Alan Carter and David 
O'Connell, who were just good people: I wouldn’t mind knowing what 
has become of them, and, if they are still alive, having 
their contact details. There will be many who won't reply to any 
correspondence: some (and I have to say that I fully understand their 
reasons) simply want to forget about their school days: some quietly 
went on and achieved (as they did at school - Peter Curtis, Michael 
Dark and the 3 Breden boys come immediately to mind), whilst 
some never achieved from their schooldays on! Some became crooks 
or bankrupt! 
 
We have contact details for Geoff Orr, Lex Noble, Michael Dark and 
Stewart Breden. Please contact the editor hmoloney@aapt.net.au if 
you know anything of the other mentioned fellows. 
 
NOSTALGIX 
 
The following was received from Ted Ross our Archivist. Thanks Ted. 
 
E. L. RAMSAY’S CONNECTION TO OUR SCHOOLS 
THE PAVILION AND MYTTON HOUSE 
 
We owe, to the kindly interest of our Patron, Mr. W. B. Slade, the 
initiation, on the occasion of our Annual Old Boys’ Cricket Match, of a 
movement, whereby our friends on the land are encouraged to give a 
bullock or a sheep, or any available stock, to be sold on behalf of the 
projected pavilion on the Oval.  Mr. Slade set the example by giving a 
bullock himself, and other gentlemen were following suit at the time 
we went to press. (Information extracted from The 1933 Slade School Magazine 
page 19). 
 
On November 6th, 1934 Mrs. J. D. Rowland held a Garden party at 
“Cromer” in aid of the Oval Pavilion Fund.  This, together with the 
proceeds of selling plants during the year by Mrs. Rowland on the 
School’s behalf, resulted in a sum of £4/2/- being set aside. (Information 
extracted from The 1934 Slade School Magazine page 15). 
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It is very pleasing to feel that 
our ambition has been realised 
in this respect.  A Pavilion on 
the Oval has long been 
overdue, but it was well worth 
waiting for, and we now have 
a building that is a credit to 
any school.  The Pavilion itself 
will seat 200 and underneath 
provision has been made for 
shower baths, changing room 
and storage accommodation. 
The Pavilion is a fine structure 
and very well proportioned.  
The cost of the building is just 
under £400 and of this £200 
has already been found, 
leaving £200, which has been 
guaranteed.  It is hoped that it 
will not be long before this 
sum is realised.  The Old Boys 
have helped considerably, and 
have promised to do all they 
can to raise the remainder of 
the money. 
The Pavilion is to be opened 
by the Governor of 
Queensland, Sir Leslie Orme 
Wilson, on Speech Day, 
December 7th.  The Speech 
Day Ceremony is to take place 
in the Pavilion. (Information 
extracted from The 1937 Slade School 
Magazine page 21). 
The pavilion will be completed 
by the end of the year.  It is a 
fine structure and the 
Association can well be proud 
of its part in the erection.  The 
tender was approximately 
£400 and we hope to have 
£200 by the end of the year. 
The Association has 
contributed about £40.  We 
wish to acknowledge the 
following donations: S. 
Sakzewski £1/1/-, R. Bradford 
15/-, F. Lomas 10/-, R. 
Donovan 12/-, Mr. J. D. 
Rowland £2/2/-, McClymont 
5/-. (Information extracted from The 
1937 Slade School Magazine page 
53). 
Under the heading of 
Benefaction in the 
Headmaster’s Report for 1939 
– Mr E. L. Ramsay, who 
advanced the greater part of 
the money required for the 
building of the pavilion, has 
cancelled the amount that was 
still owing to him. (Information 
extracted from The 1939 Slade School 
Magazine page 4). 

The question of the payment of the debt on the pavilion was 
discussed, and it was decided that the Association should make itself 
responsible, and that all funds should be devoted to that purpose.  
Since then the debt of nearly £200 has been paid by Mr. E. L. 
Ramsay of Cambooya. (Information extracted from The 1939 Slade School 
Magazine page 23 – Old Boys Annual Meeting report). 
 
An aside re Mr. E. L. Ramsay – The verandas at Mytton House (St 
Catharine’s) have been sealed and enclosed with fibrolite, inset with 
glass louvers and casements.  The big sitting room has become a 
dormitory and the back veranda a Boarder’s Sitting Room.  The side 
veranda forms a small Community Room, and part of the Refectory, 
while the front provides an Office, a bedroom and a sleeping veranda.  
The installation of sewerage and additional bathrooms has also 
added much to the comfort and convenience of Mytton House.  We 
have now adequate accommodation for over forty boarders at each 
house and for from ninety to 100 in our Refectory.  A generous 
donation from Mr. E. L. Ramsay has enabled us to make the 
alterations at Mytton House this year. (Information extracted from The 1942 
St. Catharine’s Magazine page 7). 
More information on Mr. Ramsay can be found on the Australian 
Dictionary Biography – Online Edition website. 

 
This is a view of the oval and the Pavilion in about 1942. Note the 
wonderful condition of the surface. 

 
R. Clarke and R. Vickers are busily painting the Pavilion after their 
Junior Exams in 1952. 
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Mytton House at St Cath’s           The add 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

When you log onto the website 
you will notice from time to 
time that the latest posts 
occupy the first page and not 
the Welcome Page. The post 
will stay there until the urgency 
for the topic is past and then 
the Welcome Page will be 
reinstated as the first page. 
The Welcome Page can be 
accessed by using the menu 
on the right hand side of the 
window. 

THE ‘GOSS’ 
Make The Goss more inter-
esting and informative by 
contacting the Editor on 07 
3206 2777 or by email:  
windmillpro@bigpond.com to  

 
 
let us know what’s doing 
with our past students. 
The things you learn about 
those oh, so nice gentlemen of 
yesteryear.  All my 
preconceived notions of the 
honorable nature of those who 
attended Slade in the war 
years have now been dealt a 
severe blow.  Word has it that 
slavery was rife amongst the 
students not dissimilar to the 
southern regions of America.  
Indeed, it was the son of one 
of the landed gentry that 
indentured a towny to a life of 
servitude.  Names, of course 
will not be revealed to protect 
the guilty, but apparently an 
erstwhile lad from Dalby’s 
region “employed” a youngster 
from a town in NSW, a fact 
that makes his machinations 
almost heroic,  to attend those 
irksome chores lads of noble 
birth hated with passion - all 
for the paltry sum of three 
pence or, as was expressed in 
those days, “thruppence”.  For 
this the poor lad was coerced 
into making the older boy’s 
bed; taking his dirty linen to 
the laundry; polishing his 
cadet boots and brass 
buckles, etc.  Of course, as 
disgusted as we are at the 
high handedness of the slaver, 
the slave managed to turn his 
predicament into a benefit for 
himself.  Using all the skills 
obtained by living a deprived 
life among the cloisters of the 
freezing brick monolith, 
Barnes House, the young  
 

 
 
slave found a new boy, who 
was willing to do the chores for 
a penny a week on pain of 
death and promises of 
protection from the current 
“Lords of the Flies”.  This 
resulted in the ‘slave’ making a 
profit of two pence (tuppence 
in the vernacular of the times) 
a week.  As well as running an 
unofficial Melbourne Cup 
Sweep from which he made a 
tidy profit (particularly when he 
drew the winner of the 1945 
Cup himself) I believe the 
slave went on to become a 
insurance salesman (a skill so 
obviously learnt at Slade) 
while his master also plied a 
salesman’s life among the 
very people he victimised.  As 
to what happened to the new 
boy, one can only surmise that 
lessons learnt were passed on 
to future green arrivals for, as 
we know only too well, new 
boys become old boys and old 
boys know everything about 
sharing their dirty linen. - PH 
 

SLADE CAMPUS 

 
 
From Margaret McKinnon, an 
ex Warwick State High School 
teacher. 

 
YOUR REVAMPED URL 
WWW.SSPSA.COM.AU 
Log on to view history, news, 
photos, coming events and much 
more. 
If you aren’t on the internet you 
could visit a library or a friend to 
see what has been happening. 
Beware of Bobby Fulton ‘look–a-
alikes’ and a man wearing a kilt! 
Enjoy!  

 
IF YOU HAVE AN EMAIL 
ADDRESS WHICH WE 
DON’T HAVE, PLEASE LET 
US KNOW SO WE CAN 
ADVISE YOU WHEN THE 
NEXT KINAWAH IS 
AVAILABLE TO BE VIEWED 
ON THE WEBSITE. 
THIS SAVES YOUR 
ASSOCIATION $3. 
You also get little bulletins 
between Kinawahs.  
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 As reported previously, the 
Council met to discuss the 
future of Slade last week. 
 I found out from the report in 
the Free times, and confirmed 
with the reporter yesterday, 
that despite all our efforts to 
tell the Council the benefits of 
keeping the property for use 
by the community, they voted 
to continue to seek 
expressions of interest from 
people interested in 
purchasing the property!  An 
advertisement to this effect will 
appear this month (February). 
 My correspondence to the 
Council, prior to the Council 
Meeting, focused on the need 
to call for nominations from the 
community, to form a board to 
run Slade as a community 
centre, for a wide variety of 
uses which I suggested - value 
of Slade during the flood, and 
the need to provide a location 
for sporting clubs out of flood 
level etc. - thereby keeping the 
property indefinitely. However, 
this was not to be. 
 My final push re the use of the 
property will be made this 
week - hopefully the Free 
Times will publish my 
response to the Education 
Minister's statements, made in 
last week's edition, re the High 
School's need for the Slade 
Property.  One can only try. 
 After this, all we can hope is 
that in the submissions made 
to Council, one will be 
accepted from another school 
which will continue to use the 
property.  I believe that a 
couple of schools have 
expressed interest in Slade. 
 I am apologetic that this has 
become such a one man 
(woman) band effort, but I 
guess that in hindsight this is 
the way it had to be.  I am so 
grateful for all the support I've 
had from you all, particularly 
the financial support from the 
Slade/St Catharine's Past 
Students' Association, 
Warwick Country Music 
Association, and all the 
Warwick businesses that have 
contributed to our cause 
through the efforts of Graham 

Buchner, this has made things 
so much easier, to be able to 
do what had to be done. 
 I guess the next step is a 
waiting game, to see what 
happens, and when the 
Council Ad appears we may 
need to meet again. 
 Sincerely,  
Margaret McKinnon. 
 
The following was received 
after the advertisement, shown 
on P. 5, re the selling of Slade 
was emailed to Past Students. 
Chelmer Roots could tell us 
that the notice appeared in the 
Rockhampton paper and an 
article appeared in Saturday’s 
Courier Mail also. I suspect it 
has appeared in many 
newspapers around the state, 
if not the country. Perhaps this 
will attract buyers other than 
those with only residential 
development on their minds! 
Just for your interest, I listened 
to the Arch Bishop boast, at 
the Churchie Speech night, 
how the Anglican Church 
Dioceses now had 20 schools 
in south east Queensland and 
what great schools they all 
are, but I just couldn’t help 
thinking, what could the 
Anglican community of 
Warwick and districts have 
done or not done, to miss out 
on the having all the benefits 
of a sound Anglican 
education?? 
"The Corporation of the Synod 
of the Diocese of Brisbane" 
sold the site to the "Council of 
the Shire of Warwick" for 
$3,650,000.00 in May 2007 
I would have thought that the 
Warwick community would be 
able to support an Anglican 
Grammar School as well. And 
wow what a site!!!! 
I don't know what Scotts 
charge but I do know that you 
don't get any change out of 
$17k at Churchie surely it 
would work if there is a will. 
What a waste, if a property 
developer picked it up and 
was to cut the oval up for 
housing lots, it would be lost 
forever. 
Good luck. 

I don’t exercise. 
It makes 
my coffee  
spill. 
 
  The Blasts from the Past.  
The students and staff seen 
dining are Allan Donovan, P. 
Collas, Robertson, Garnet 
Budge, Ray Landry, Ron 
Nyring, Keith Dan, Peter 
Rowling and Jim Nichols. 

 
LETTERS 

The integrity of a newspaper 
is measured by its willing-
ness to accept criticism, 
advice and input from its 
readers.  Letters also reveal 
the insights of its readers 
who have been inspired by 
the newsletter to share their 
life experiences with other 
readers.  If you become so 
inspired, I urge you to write 
to The Editor nee Aunt 
Louie, “KINAWAH”, PO BOX 
9099, WYNNUM PLAZA, Q 
4178 or email your letter to: 
windmillpro@bigpond.com 
 
Dear Aunt Louie,   
In my last epistle I told you of 
catching up with a very old 
mate from Slade days – Bill 
Newcomen.  I had a letter 
back from him and enclose a 
copy.  Some of the old boys 
he mentioned have passed on 
– Norm Hammond, Macmillan 
– don’t know about Webber 
Budd, as he left Slade to 
attend another school.  I’m still 
trying to track down Graham 
“Amos” Campbell.  Can you 
assist?   
 
……………… has been in 
touch with you confirming his 
participation in …………… at 
Slade, and allowing it to go to 
print. 
 
To get you acquainted with 
China, I’ve enclosed a copy of 
a clipping from a Chinese 
English Paper and a Letter to 
the Editor SMH.  The Chinese 
like those Fast Trains!  At 
present, to go Beijing - 



Journal of the Slade and St Catharine’s Past Students Association Volume 2011 Issue 1 
 

7

Shanghai is a meandering trip 
taking a day to travel.  The 
new direct route will cut the 
time to 3-3.5 hours.  Also 
enclosed is a clipping of an old 
boy, Don Adams, awarded an 
OAM.   
 
When at Slade we called him 
“Unca Donna” (aka Donald 
Duck).  He was a bit ahead of 
me.  I remember you did an 
article in Kinawah re his flying 
business.  I’m trying to track 
down his address thru (sic) my 
Bundaberg cousins who are 
friendly with his sons and drop 
him a note of congrats.  Don’t 
know whether the 
name/address is on file at your 
end, if so, kindly forward.   
 
All the Best,  
Niel Q 
 
PS  Am running low on 
Chinese Hotel Envelopes – 
When you go, tuck some into 
your luggage for me!!! 
 
Dear Niel,   
First let me say it’s unwise to 
include confidential 
information in letters to Aunt 
Louie as the dear Aunty has 
no scruples about what she 
will reveal.  She is a proper 
journalistic slag.  In fact, there 
are two old boys from your era 
that can now barely bring 
themselves to speak to her 
and that’s only because she 
refused to write what they 
wanted her to write and were 
repulsed by her honesty in 
revealing what appeared to be 
defamatory information about 
past students.  What they 
didn’t know of course was that 
all information is supplied by 
the same sources as 
Wikileaks’ and therefore 
guaranteed anonymity.  I won’t 
say any more as I have it on 
good authority that there are 
plans afoot to have Aunt Louie 
extradited to Scots College via 
PGC to answer charges of 
treason using unsolicited 
relations with a past student of 
PGC as the excuse. 
 

Sorry I can’t help you with 
either Don Adams or Amos’ 
contact details.  If ever you are 
successful, the SSPSA would 
be very interested in knowing 
their whereabouts – Aunt 
Louie 
The editor has contact details 
for Don Adams if anyone 
wants them. 
 
The following is an edited 
copy of Bill & Marie 
Newcomen’s letter to Niel.   
 
“Dear Niel,  
Your telephone call was a 
pleasant surprise and thanks 
for your newsy letter and 
jokes.  It amazes me how few 
boys from Slade I have met in 
the “after life”. I lived in the 
Talwood, Qld district for 30 
odd years.  The Hammonds, 
Geoff and Norm, bought a 
property in that area.  They left 
long ago and then I ran into 
Todd and Macmillan around 
Mitchell.  Budd (can’t 
remember his first name) had 
a motorbike and lived at 
Allora.  In the early fifties I 
spent a couple of years 
working at Wave Hill, NT, at 
that time, the second biggest 
cattle station in Australia, I 
was in the same stock camp 
as the black, Vincent Lingiari.  
In those days they were 
blacks, not aboriginals.  He led 
the Land Rights walk off.  I 
didn’t hear of it until years after 
it happened.  They have my 
sympathy.  The Vincent I knew 
was a sober, solid and 
conscientious man.  It was my 
brush with fame. 
We are now living in NSW at 
Garah which is 60 kms north 
of Moree and south of 
Goondiwindi.  Marie and I 
have one son who lives with 
his wife and twins in a cottage 
about 50 yards away. (I still 
talk and think in inches, feet, 
yards and miles and measure 
the rain in points, but have 
caught up with dollars and 
cents.)  William has a degree 
in Information Technology and 
works for the NSW Education 
Department. 

I’ve just had two bypass 
operations, a total of 9 
altogether and doing well.  
Marie has had a heart 
operation and a cardiac 
defibrillator inserted.  We 
intend to continue living in our 
present home as long as 
possible.  The recent and 
present floods have not 
affected us.  Had 2000 acres 
flooded to 6 inches, but as 
there were no stock in that 
area, no worries.  Have a dam 
at the house, which has not 
had water run into it for 
twenty-three months. 
Jon Stephenson has certainly 
had an interesting life. The 
Antarctic is one place I have 
never had any desire to go.  I 
did not send your letter to 
Egypt*, having become an 
avid reader of Agatha Christie, 
I decided to try Hercule 
Poirot’s little grey cells. 
Trust you and Margaret and 
family are all well. 
Regards, 
Bill & Marie. 
* Reference to Niel’s 
legendary illegible writing 
which has links to Sanskrit.  
The reader is obliged to 
engage in detective work to 
decipher its secrets.” 
 
Dear Aunt Louie, 
Further to my earlier letter 
which included the letter from 
Bill Newcomen, I was going 
thru (sic) an old school 
magazine – December 1944 
and enclosed is the group in 
our 1944 XV team with Bill 
Newcomen.  Don’t know if you 
can reproduce the photo in the 
magazine which I’ve also 
enclosed.  I would appreciate 
the magazine back. 
The footy photo includes quite 
a number no longer with us – 
Back Row: CEO (Charlie 
Olsen), Don Whalley, Noel 
Mills, Parker Bottomley and 
“Prickle” Thorne.  Second 
Row: Brian Lawley (?), 
George Whatmore, Noel Mills, 
Rob Ahearn.  Front Row: 
Don’t know about Lee “Amos” 
Campbell.  The other two are 
whole and hearty!! 
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Over and out, but don’t forget 
to return the magazine! – 
Niel 
PS. Noela Smith was a Dalby 
lass – went to St Cath’s and 
became nurse at Slade – 
knew her well – now RIP. 
Dear Niel, 
Unfortunately the photo from 
the magazine is not able to be 
copied with sufficient quality to 
be reproduced in our quality 
conscious Kinawah.  However, 
the magazine does provide 
faces to names, but which one 
is Noela Smith? 
It’s interesting that the team 
finished the season level with 
arch rivals TSC only to be 
pipped by Scots in the play off 
3 points to nil, an identical 
situation and score to what 
occurred 23 years later in 
1967.  As I have been told 
over and over again – “Get 
over it!” – Aunt Louie 

STORY 
Steve Rowan sent in this 
‘tongue-in-cheek’ look at our 
Education Department, or is it 
our State Parliament? 
The school inspector is 
assigned to the year 4 class in 
one of the local Brisbane state 
schools. He is introduced to 
the class by the teacher. She 
says to the class, "Let's show 
the inspector just how clever 
you are by allowing him to ask 
you a question". 
The inspector reasons that 
normally class starts with 
religious instruction, so he will 
ask a biblical question. 
He asks:"Class, who broke 
down the walls of Jericho?" 
For a full minute there is 
absolute silence. The children 
all just stare at him blankly. 
Eventually, little Bruce raises 
his hand. The inspector 
excitedly points to him. 
Bruce stands up and replies: 
"Sir, I do not know who broke 
down the walls of Jericho, but I 
can assure you it wasn't me". 
Of course the inspector is 
shocked by the answer and 
looks at the teacher for an 
explanation. Realizing that he 
is perturbed, the teacher says: 
"Well, I've known Bruce since 

the beginning of the year, and 
I believe that if he says that he 
didn't do it, then he didn't do 
it". 
The inspector is even more 
shocked at this and storms 
down to the principal's office 
and tells him what happened, 
to which the principal replies : 
"I don't know the boy, but I 
socialize every now and then 
with his teacher, and I believe 
her. If she feels that the boy is 
innocent, then he must be 
innocent".  
The inspector can't believe 
what he is hearing. He grabs 
the phone on the principal's 
desk and in a rage dials 
the Anna Bligh's telephone 
number and rattles the entire 
occurrence to her and asks 
her what he thinks of the 
education standard in state.  
The Premier sighs heavily and 
replies: "I don't know the boy, 
the teacher or the principal, 
but as the Minister for 
Reconstruction, I authorise 
you to get just get three 
quotes and have the wall 
fixed!!" 
The SSPSA hopes that the 
many Past Students who were 
in a path of the floods or the 
cyclone are alright. They are 
there to help if it’s needed. 

MORE NOSTALGIX 

 
 
This is a photo taken by Barry 
Woodworth many years ago.  
Think it is of Kevin Donovan 
and was possibly taken in 
1950 at the Laying of the 
Memorial Stone. Can anyone 
help out with more 
information? 

 

I’m speeding because 

 I have 
to get there before I 
forget where I’m going 
 

VALE          
Herb Zeller, Slade 1956-59, 
aged 68, passed away 
peacefully after losing his 
battle with cancer, at the 
Wesley Hospital on February, 
8th.  
Herb was quite a colourful 
character.  He worked as a 
contract fencer, roo shooter, 
joined the army and did two 
tours of duty to Vietnam and 
had a managerial role with 
Telstra in Northern 
Queensland, among other 
things.  
Many of the Zeller clan went to 
Slade and St Cath’s. Brothers, 
David & Alexander went to 
Slade as well as Bob and Herb 
and sisters, Marjorie and 
Joyce went to St Cath’s. 
 
Donald Ross McDougall (No. 
1090 on the Slade School Roll 
1954-1957) passed away from 
a brain tumour on Friday, 11th 
February. His funeral was held 
in Beaudesert the following 
Friday. Ross, aged 67, was 
one of a big family of brothers 
who attended Slade from 
Veresdale outside Beaudesert. 
 
Don Tite, husband of Pat (nee 
Martyn), passed away 
suddenly on January 13th. 
Those at last year’s reunion in 
Warwick will remember the 
entertainment they provided 
with the puppet dancing to 
Pat’s singing of ‘Whisky on a 
Sunday’. 
PER VOLAR SONATA – 
PATRIBUS DIGNI ESTOTE 
(Born to fly higher - be worthy 

of our Forebears) 
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MUG SHOTS 
Our Archivist is trying to update his records so sends in these Mug Shots for identification for his files. If you 
know anyone at anytime please let the editor know. The people in the last lot of photos are still unidentified, 
so please look back and see if there is anyone you know. Thank you. 

 
1969 Grade 7 

 
Front Row: ……..…., ……..……, H Scholefield, ……………….., Malcolm Robb, …………, ………………. 
Second Row: ………., ….…, ………., John Fordham (?), Charles Noon, …………, …………… , …….… 
Back Row: …………, ………….., ……………. 
 
 

1944 First XV 
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Minutes of the SOS meeting held in Warwick. 
 
About 50 people attended Slade School for a meeting regarding its sale on Sunday the 27 February, 2011 at 
5pm. 
 
Past Students who attended were Alan Donovan and Henry Watson.  The meeting was chaired by Ian 
Perkins who lives near Slade School. 
 
As Margaret McKinnon said there is no use continuing with trying to get the government to purchase the 
Slade Campus for the Warwick High School, so they are now trying a different avenue. 
Don McKechnie has written up a rough plan for the oval and northern side of Slade.  He proposed that a 
Conference Centre at least 150m by 50m be built, as Warwick is lacking this type of facility.  Kings Theatre 
does not do justice to any bands, seminars etc as nothing can be heard.  Don also said that the oval is out of 
flood level and can be used by many sporting groups.  In his plan he also added walking paths (as there are 
none on this side of Weewondilla Hill), parking and a grandstand.  The plaques would also be preserved. 
 
Margaret then listed all the possible uses for the existing buildings (which have been checked and most are 
in a sound condition). The St Catharine’s Hall is now used about 8 times a month.  The Country Music Group 
said Warwick bands would also use it.  The boarding houses are now used by casual groups and also work 
groups.  Yesterday there was a wedding at the chapel and the dining room catered for the guests and the 
guests also stayed there.  There are bookings for seven more weddings.  Barnes House could be used as 
administration.  Slade House needs to be completely renovated.  The white ants have been eradicated.  A 
coffee shop could be added.  The grounds are so peaceful and tranquil and have beautiful views overlooking 
Warwick.   
 
The dementia group wants to use some of the buildings as does other disability groups.  Once they can 
obtain a lease they will be able to apply for government grants.  The asbestos is not a problem and this has 
been checked by a building inspector.  It was decided that the people of Warwick will also explore an 
alternative to purchasing the property should the raising of the capital not be possible. 
 
A motion was passed that Slade be purchased by the community and used for the community.  In the next 
few days the group is going to approach the Council with the plan.  Tenders close on the 16 March for the 
sale.  After that it is hoped that at least 3000 people will donate $1000 each to purchase Slade.  A board or 
company trust will be set up to run this.  It is hoped that past students will help out here so that they can 
always visit the site.  Quite a few people at the meeting knew of community members who will contribute.  
 
Once the initiative is made here we are sure the council and government will assist.   
The meeting closed at 6pm 
 
Margaret Stewart 
President Slade St Catharine’s Past Students 
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YOU ARE INVITED TO THE 2010 

Slade St Catharine’s Past Students Association 
ANNUAL REUNION & AGM 
to be held in TOWNSVILLE 

on the QUEEN’S BIRTHDAY WEEKEND 
11TH TO 13TH JUNE 

 
VENUE: MERCURE TOWNSVILLE, THE LAKES, 

(WOOLCOCK STREET) 
This preliminary indication form (below) should be completed and returned to the reunion 
committee no later than 8th March 2010.  

 
SATURDAY 11TH 
2pm -4.30pm –  Proposed tour of Townsville 
6.00pm onwards –  Home hospitality 

 
SUNDAY 12TH 
2pm -3pm –   AGM (Burdekin Room) 
6pm-11pm –   Dinner (Burdekin Room) 
 
MONDAY 13TH 
8.00am-1.00pm –  Proposed trip to and tour of Magnetic Island 
   
ACCOMMODATION AVAILABLE AT MERCURE INN –  
Standard Room - $139 per night; Superior Room - $154 per night 
Phone (07) 4759 4900 and say you are with the Slade/St Cath’s reunion for this offer 
 
Townsville offers many accommodation options, including The Lakes Caravan Park right beside 
the venue (www.thelakesholidaypark.com) or look up www.townsvilleaccommodation for other 
options. 
 

YES – I/we will be attending the reunion 
 

(Name/s)  ................................................................. ................... 
 
  .............................................................................. ..................... 
 

Contact Number................................... and/or Email........................................................... 
 
Please indicate if you would like to take part in any of these proposed events: 
 
Tour of Townsville   Yes  Number...... 
 
Home Hospitality  Yes  Number...... 
 
AGM    Yes  Number...... 
 
Dinner    Yes  Number...... 
 
Tour of Magnetic Island Yes  Number….. 
(Tours and costs will be dependant on numbers wishing to take part; your indication above is NOT regarded as a firm 
booking until we get back to you with costs and confirmation of times by end April.) 
 
Please return your form by mail to Ray Dickson, 6 Burns Street, Aitkenvale Qld 4814, or email to 
thedicksons@aapt.net.au by 8th March. If you are not yet sure you can get to the reunion, please complete 
this form and tick here........ Final bookings will be requested and must be confirmed by 13 May 2011. 

 
 


