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We Wish You a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year. 

    
 Jenny Smith and Di Cory lunched with Elizabeth Wickham.  
Seen at the Breakfast Creek Hotel 

   
Roy Toohey, Gary Petersen, Megs Willson,               Also enjoying the day are Geoff  
Kay and Barbara Whybird                                        Tyson, Robert Ng and David Herbert 

   
David Mason, Steve Cooke and Joan                   Phil Cover, Tony Roy, Doug Brown and 
Clothier discuss Joan’s latest Book.                     Wally Holcombe catching up. 
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REUNION 

REPORTS 

NORTH 

QUEENSLAND  

30 October 2010 

Nine past students and seven 
partners attended the NQ 
reunion at Natalie Ferris’s 
house in Townsville on 
Saturday 30th October. 
Attending were Natalie 
(Budge) Ferris (’50-’52); Jock 
Macdonald (’55-‘57) and Kaye; 
Barry Woodworth (’48-’51) and 
Gaye; Eddie Wickham (’64-
’65) and Felicity; Ray Menkens 
(’57-’60) and Rosemary; Jon 
Stephenson (’37-’48) and 
Jenny; Ros (Fraser) Warren 
(’61-’64) and Jim; Ray Dickson 
(‘66-‘68) and Jenny and all the 
way from Brisbane (to keep us 
in line) Steve Rowan. 
Apologies were received from 
Eric Hassle, Dallas Foster, 
Bruce Whybird, John 
Anderson, Sandy (Humbly) 
Mollenhagen, Mike Rippon 
and Alan Meiklejohn. 
The night was kept very 
informal, with the only 
speeches made by (inevitably) 
Ray Dickson and (even more 
inevitably), Steve Rowan.  
The next AGM and reunion to 
be held in Townsville on the 
Queen’s Birthday weekend 
was discussed, with a number 
of offers of assistance 
forthcoming. There were also 
some updates regarding the 
last AGM, the possible sale of 
Slade and Steve filled us in 
with some anecdotes about 
the days of Jon S and 
“Woofer” W.  
Eddie let us know that his 
cousin Cynthia, an original St 
Cath’s girl at Stanthorpe is still 
going at the ripe age of 98, 
living up in the gulf area with a 
family member. We made sure 
we got a good plug in for Jon 
Stephenson’s latest book 
“Crevasse Roulette – 
Weddell Sector Exploration 
and the First Trans-Antarctic 
Crossing”, an exciting account 
of Jon’s 1957/58 expedition to 
Antarctica with Sir Vivian 
Fuchs. (There is an even 
bigger plug on the last page). 

We all caught up with Ros and Jim who came down from Forrest 
Beach (Ingham) and called in early to say hello, but were then had to 
head off to a family get-together for Halloween (we were disappointed 
they weren’t already in costume when they arrived)..  
We were thrilled to have Steve travel from Brisbane to join us for the 
second time in three years for our reunion. We really appreciated his 
efforts. 
It really was a most pleasant evening of conviviality enjoyed by all, 
despite the serious looks on the faces in the photos (most must have 
been taken while Steve was speaking!)        Ray Dickson 
 

Jon and Jenny Stephenson   Natalie Ferris 

 
 

Kaye Macdonald, Steve Rowan, Jock Macdonald, Rosemary 
Menkens 

 
 

 60s Get-together at Breakfast Creek.  
Thanks for those who could attend Saturday's gathering - for those 
who couldn’t get there, perhaps next year.  Attached is the link to the 
photos that Harry Haxton was taking. Also attached are links to 
"historical" school photos which people were putting names to - Any 
amendments or additions do through comments column on links (see 
note below) 
Saturdays gathering: http://www.sspsa.com.au/?cat=17 
School Photos:  
St Cath’s 1963 Netball http://www.sspsa.com.au/?attachment_id=554 
1967 Crothers House  http://www.sspsa.com.au/?attachment_id=563 
1967 Neal House http://www.sspsa.com.au/?attachment_id=564 
1967 Slade House http://www.sspsa.com.au/?attachment_id=565 
Slade: 
1961 to 64? Barnes  http://www.sspsa.com.au/?attachment_id=771 
1962 Swimming  http://www.sspsa.com.au/?attachment_id=280 
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1962 Athletics 
http://www.sspsa.com.au/?atta
chment_id=279 
If people can add names, they 
can click on the comments link 
and let us know. 
Richard Cleal 

 
 

 
Garnet Budge has 
been the most 

significant contributor in 
keeping the Slade spirit alive 
from the 1940s to today.  His 
love of his mates from both 
schools and the effect of the 
war years, where so many 
Slade boys and St Cath's girls’ 
family members lost their lives, 
has resulted in a special 
closeness between those of 
the late 30's and 40's era that 
no other era can match.  I 
hope the association gets 
behind the annual Grand 
Chancellor Reunion that 
Garnet established and which 
acts as a special glue that 
binds together not only 
Garnet's era but also those 
who attended Slade in the 
fifties and beyond. 
  

I sincerely hope whatever time 
Garnet has left is kind and 
gentle to him as he was to 
others.  I'm glad I had the 
opportunity to know him.  I 
hope someone will pass on my 
thanks to him for all the 
assistance he gave me when I 
was elected as president of 
the past students' association 
during a very difficult transition 
period as we rebuilt while 
Slade was being slowly 
demolished.  It was his 
indomitable optimism that set 
the tone during that time and 
kept us focused on the task at 
hand.   In nominating him as 
President following my time, 
he gladly took on the task, his 
optimism a constant 
companion.  His gentle 
measured manner provided a 
settled period which allowed 
the association to face any 
issue with confidence that no 
matter what happened to St 
Catharine's or Slade Campus, 

we, it's progeny would endure as special friends as long as we lived. 
 Paul (Past President 2001-2004 Slade-St Catharine's Past Students' 
Association) 

 
 

WHERE ARE THEY NOW? 

 

 
While reading a Church Magazine, Lois Burton (Puschmann) found 
an article about Helen Barrett. She remembers that, in 1964, 
missionary Helen visited St Catharine’s with the Melanesian Bishop, 
Bishop Tutti and his wife. While there he met up with the two 
Melanesian students at the school. 
The article concerned speaks of the possible demise her ministry, 
which coordinates donations of items to the Solomon Islands, 
because of a lack of volunteers.  The Fellowship and Company 
members of the Society of the Sacred Advent, as well as the Sisters 
themselves, have for a number of years provided prayer support and 
occasional financial help to Helen in her work and they plan to 
continue if volunteers are forthcoming. 
Thank you Lois for the article and for supplying the photos. 
 
 

  The headline reads “Help a courageous old 
birthday girl rekindle her steaming glory 
days.”  
Our dear Madeline Blyth (Eagar) can not be kept down.  
We all know of her association with the sea – her 

brother was a sailor on the ship HMAS Sydney and her father, 
Captain Eagar, was the towage superintendent for the Brisbane River 
in 1930. Madeline is part of the driving force behind the restoration of 
the steam tug ‘Forceful’ on which she played back in the 1930s. At 
present she sits in the Maritime Museum at Southbank looking a little 
tired, ‘Forceful’ that is, not Madeline, but with an engine in good 
working order. The group is trying to get ‘Forceful’ back on the river 
after five years of inactivity. For years Madeline was one of twenty 
crew members on the tug’s tours to Moreton Bay and back. A 
birthday party was held for her on November 20 to kick start the Save 
the Forceful Fund. 
Keep up the good work Madeline, we wish you well in your 
endeavours.  
 

"Blessed is the season which engages the  

whole world in a conspiracy of love." 

~Hamilton Wright Mabie
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THE ‘GOSS’ 

Make the Goss more inter-
esting and informative by 
contacting the Editor on 07 
46350573 or by email:  
hmoloney@aapt.net.au to let 
us know what’s doing with 
our past students. 

 

SLADE  

CAMPUS 

 
 
No decisions have been made 
yet re the future of Slade, but 
Margaret McKinnon continues 
to fight on – bless her soul. 
We are so thankful for what 
she is doing. 
She sent this latest report.  
“We haven't been to see the 
Minister yet, as the 
Government is stonewalling 
about giving us a date. 
(Surprised?)  I only received a 
reply to the first letter I wrote 
to the Minister - on 20 October 
- on Friday last, continuing to 
deny that the High School has 
a problem (written by his 
Principal Advisor)  So I 
continue on  - we will not go 
away, because all the 
assumptions made in the 
Minister's reply are totally 
false.  I intend to write a reply 
to the letter to be published 
in both our local papers and 
send the Minister a copy.  We 
must continue on, as we have 
right on our side, and all the 
people who signed the 
petition, such as yourselves, 
need to know what is 
happening.  I have mailed the 
Minister many times since that 
first letter, and sent him one 
on Friday last, by registered 
mail, person to person, to 
ensure he reads it, and not 
just his secretary.” 
Margaret McKinnon    
 

 
 

MUSEUM 

REPORT 

 
 
On the 13

th
 November, 

Margaret McKinnon, a retired 
teacher from Warwick High 
School, held a second Open 
Day at Slade Campus to show 
off the attributes of the 
campus and to drum up even 
more support for its 
preservation and use by its 
owners, the people of the 
Warwick region.  Museum 
Curator, Paul “Louie” Holland 
managed to make it on the 
day and opened the SSPSA 
Museum and archives to the 
public.  Louie had sent the self 
conducted tour guide map of 
the campus to Margaret the 
week before and she had run 
off copies to hand out to 
visitors.  The map is part of the 
Ken Mardon Historical Walk 
initiative and starts at the 
museum and tracks around 
the entire campus leading 
tourists to plaques attached to 
all the buildings and sites.  
Each plaque has a history of 
the origin of the building/site 
etc and its use and 
significance to the school.  
This resulted in a large 
number of people visiting the 
museum, as the visitor’s book 
will attest.  Louie met several 
past students of Slade, one, 
an old boy from the early fifties 
and another, a young mother, 
who was in the last senior 
class in 1997 when it was 
announced by a 
representative from the 
Anglican Church that the 
school would be closed at the 
end of the year.  She said she 
was still traumatised by the 

event and it was one of the 
saddest days of her life. 
 
Louie said that the one thing 
that everyone seemed to hold 
in common was that it would 
be a terrible waste of a 
valuable resource for the 
campus to be sold off as 
residential real estate, a very 
big possibility.  Every visitor to 
the museum was extremely 
impressed with what they saw 
and the Slade Roll Book 
became of interest to many 
who discovered entries of 
uncles, fathers and 
grandfathers who attended 
Slade.   
“I have never seen so many 
people express so much 
emotion over the possible 
demise of the campus as I did 
that day.  There is no doubt in 
my mind that if the council 
sells the campus, they will rue 
the day, not only at the ballot 
box, but at the tragic loss of a 
resource that has the potential 
to enrich the lives of every 
person that lives in the region,” 
Louie said. 
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LETTERS 

The integrity of a 
newspaper is measured by 
its willing-ness to accept 
criticism, advice and input 
from its readers.  Letters 
also reveal the insights of 
its readers who have been 
inspired by the newsletter to 
share their life experiences 
with other readers.  If you 
become so inspired, I urge 
you to write to The Editor 
nee Aunt Louie, 
“KINAWAH”, PO BOX 9099, 
WYNNUM PLAZA, Q 4178 or 
email your letter to: 
windmillpro@bigpond.com 

 
Dear Aunt Louie, 
 
Thanks for your e-mail of the 6 
October and apologies for 
taking so long to reply, but 
have been returning from a trip 
to China.  We had three weeks 
there. Landing in Beijing and 
returning ex Shanghai.  
Hence, we saw quite a bit of 
the country including a 4 day 
cruise on the Yangtze River. 
It was a great experience and I 
highly recommend it to 
everybody. 
Our tour was with Wendy Wu 
Tours – no doubt they are 
represented in Qld. as they 
are the largest Chinese tours 
in Australia.  We flew Sydney-
Beijing, changing planes at 
Hong Kong and left via 
Shanghai. It wasn’t the most 
expensive, but hotels etc were 
comfortable with western style 
toilets per room.  Food was 
not completely to my liking – 
too much boiled rice and not 
much meat.  I lost eight 
pounds in weight and am now 
working to keep it off. 
The overall tour guide was 
very good – young, married 
with daughter, Jessica, 2 
years old – whilst local guides 
also joined us in different 
areas.  I highly recommend 
Wendy Wu Tours. Just watch 
you don’t travel in their winter.  
Our travel date was 
recommended as would be 
before winter set in and not 
too hot.  Actually, the weather 

was great.  We left Aus in mid-
September and returned mid-
October. 
In one part of the trip we 
travelled on a train that runs to 
Shanghai Airport.  It “crawls” 
along at 431 kph.  When two 
trains pass, you should hear 
the bang!!  Think of that and 
their normal inter-city services 
at 200kph and Australian lucky 
to have a train that can do 
100kph (in Qld) makes you 
wonder why and what our 
pollies do and see when 
overseas at our expense. 
On the Slade front, it’s very 
quiet in Sydney, but am kept in 
the loop re events at Slade on 
the hill through Brian Self.  It’s 
great to see past pupils 
fighting so hard for the 
retention of the campus.  Sorry  
I haven’t any other news, but 
will keep in touch.  
Regards, 
Niel Q 
 
Dear Niel, 
Thanks for your letter.  It’s 
always interesting to hear 
what past students are doing 
and thanks for the info on your 
trip.  It’s interesting how 
Aussies love to put down the 
technology of some of our 
Asian neighbours and yet the 
evidence flies in the face of 
the facts.  As a youngster, I 
remember how anything 
Japanese was regarded as 
sub-standard.  Our mailman 
out west had bought himself 
the first Japanese ute on sale 
in Aus and was roundly 
ridiculed by all and sundry that 
it would soon fall to bits – with 

references made to scrap 
metal etc.  Now there are 
more Japanese cars on the 
road than any other and their 
technology is regarded as the 
best of the best.  We may be 
the lucky country in many 
respects, but our infrastructure 
is still third world despite the 
fortune we rip out of the 
ground.  I hope to follow in 
your footsteps in the near 
future.  Vietnam is another 
country I would like to visit and 
I see from the information you 
sent me, Wendy Wu also has 
tours there.  I’m told that 
Vietnam is a gastronomic 
experience not to be missed, 
so you probably selected the 
best place to visit.  You might 
have gained eight pounds 
rather than lose it.  
 Merry Christmas, 
 Aunt Louie 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 

 
YOUR REVAMPED URL 
WWW.SSPSA.COM.AU 
Log on to view history, news, 
photos, coming events and 
much more. 
If you aren’t on the internet 
you could visit a library or a 
friend to see what has been 
happening. 
Enjoy! 
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   MUG SHOTS 

           Do you recognize any of these girls? 
 

   
 
  St Catharine’s 1947 Netball Team     
 

 
 

St Catharine’s 1947 Athletics Team 

 
SAVE US HEAPS 
IF YOU HAVE AN EMAIL 
ADDRESS WHICH WE 
DON’T HAVE, PLEASE LET 
US KNOW SO WE CAN 
SEND YOU A NEWSLETTER 
OVER THE INTERNET.   
EACH NEWSLETTER SENT 
THIS WAY SAVES YOUR 
ASSOCIATION $3 
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And the Grinch, with his Grinch-feet ice cold in the snow, stood puzzling and puzzling, how could it be 

so?  It came without ribbons.  It came without tags.  It came without packages, boxes or bags.  And he 

puzzled and puzzled 'till his puzzler was sore.  Then the Grinch thought of something he hadn't 

before.  What if Christmas, he thought, doesn't come from a store?  What if Christmas, perhaps, 

means a little bit more?  ~Dr. Seuss 

 

 
 

PER VOLAR SONATA – PATRIBUS DIGNI ESTOTE 

(Born to fly higher - be worthy of our Forebears) 


